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I. Of her ene In-] ples of the Miſchiefs and 4 
conſtancy, Love, Revenge, Miſeries which have attend- 4 
; Pride, and Ingratitude. | ed their. U uſt and Pride, „ 
II. A pleaſant and profitable] III. A une Character of 3 : 
Ditcourſe in Defence. of | virtuous Woman, or Wife = 
married Men, againit pee- | indeed,” With a poetical © _ 
_viſh, fretful, ſcoldingWives, Deſcription of a Widow, 
| Wife and Maid. 
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he Epiſtle Dedicatory, to the ar- 
PRENTICES of LOND 0 


; E may e the happineſs ang! 
VV unhappineſs that wait upon this 
ſife are moſt commonly owing to the 
Wigilant and induſtrious, or the careful 
1 and ungoverned actions of our youth; 

4 and as the former lays a probable foun- 
* Wation, upon which (by a continued care) 
Are may build our Acceeding eee 
to a comfortable height, ſo "the latter 
obs us of that ſubſtance, upon which 
ye ought, for our. ſecurity, to place the 
pedeſtal of our future proſperity: and 
bas there is nothing tends more to 'the 


more incapable of conſidering their own 
welfare, than the converſation of intri- 


-| Sung women, I thought, young men, 


I could not do you a better ſervice in 
this age, wherein to N cunningly, 


and deceive lily, are the ſtudy of the 
female ſex, than preſent) you with a ſmall 3 


. Ed-{truftion of youth, or renders them 


pocket. piece which ſhall ſerve as armour 
he „„ to 
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to defend you from the darts thrown by 4 


wanton and deſigning women, wWhoſe s 
evil communication corrupts good man- 1 X 
ners, and will make you, if deluded by 
them, diſobedient to the laws of God 8 5 


undutiful children to your parents, unjuſſſſ 
ſervants to your maſters, ill huſhands whe # 
vou- marry, to your wives, and bad fa 
thers to your children. There is nothing pa 
more evident than that ſeveral young 
men in this city have been drawn aſide, 
to their ruin, by the contracting ſorcery 
of theſe bewitching loadſtones. > 

To prevent which, the magiſtrates have . 
done their part, and nothing! is required 
further, for the more effectual promotion 
of the city's glory, but your care to avoid 1 
the luſt and ſubtilty of thoſe piivate ma- be; 
dams, whoſe gay apparel and falſe pre- 
tences to modeſty, give them cover in r * 
putable families, where they herd with mi 1 
virtuous, to declaim againſt the vices of 77 
the age, and ſeem to wonder at the wick- 4 
edneſs in ot rs, which themſelves 3 a 
practiſe to maintain their pride. 

I have therefore taught you how to 


and 
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= ol 6 Land how to avoid 2 and how to con- 
hofe verſe with them without prejudice, in the 
nan? % following treatiſe, which I dedicate to 
1 by PVour practice, as you are the flower of our 
Jod nation, and glory of the metropolis, to 


juſt hom! ſubſcribe myſelf, 
hen | 
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Op THE PP STOR or WOMEN. 


*. 
F all vices, unlawful freedom with the 
female ſex is the moſt predominant, and 
of all fins hath the mott powerful temp-_ 
ke tations, and many allurements to betray 
and draw men jnto this folly, The inducements 
of the fair ſex are fo prevailing, a propenſity in 
nature ſo forcible, it is hard to ſtand unmoved, 
when tempted forward by the fag of a ſubtle 
woman, and drove by the foul deſires of an un- 
& bounded luſt, , | 

But as there is no paſſion too ſtrong to be con- 
quered, or temptation too great to be reſiſted; ſo 
if you will obſerve the maxims I ſhall give you in 
A4 this 

i l 
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this little treatiſe, you will be armed againſt beau- bf 
ty ; make love your ſubject, and all the ſubtilties A 
of the fair ſex ſhall truckle, and become intru-FY 
ments of direction, inſtead of your ruin. BP 
Be careful how you conceive too good an opi-l tl 
nion of a woman at firſt ſight; for you ſee not 1 7 
the woman truly, but her ornaments, paint 
patches and fine dreſſes, which are to hide her de- i. 
fects beauty, * Futh, is alway, beſt When 1 
pla ineſt. 9 ; 
Many in rich ornaments look inviting, whoſe ; 1 
beauty, when they undreſs, flies away with mae 1 
appafel, and leaves you (as Juno did Ixon) nothing 10 
but A cloudy miſtreſs to embrace. 6 
If you like a woman, and would diſcover if ſhe's by 
be in nature what ſhe may ſeem by art, larprile = 
her in a morning undreſſed, and it is ten to oe | 
buf you will find your goddeſs hath ſhifted off her 
divinity, and th. ange! you ſo much admired turn 
ed into a magmalion. 1 
Be always jealous of a maid who extols her own WF 
virtue, a wife who r againſt her own bhuſ- 
band in your abſence; idow that courts your 
company; for when a woman praiſes her virtue, 5 
it is as a ſhop-keeper does a commodity, delrine f 
to be rid of it, and ſhe that ſticks not to lay open 
the ſailings of her hufband to another, will, % 
the ſame man, lay open herſelf whenever he ſhall! . | 
require jt of her; and when a widow ſeems fond Wi 
of your ee e be ſure it is through deſign, W 
and, if you 8 careful, ſhe will bury you 
alive. | 
Be not tempted to pick up any woman in the 
ſtreet ; but if you ſhould, be ſure that 28 have 
: one Fr 
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one eye before and another behind; for wherever 
tics? 5 luft leads, danger follows. 

tru- 1 Covet not the preſents of a fond woman, for- 
they are baits left to enſnare you; and while you 
o. think you are a gainer by her gifts, you are loſing 

not" yourſelf. 8 
aint t Whoever is trepanned by a woman's ſmiles, 

— fly h d in a cobweb, which waits the. 

is as a fly hampere 

ben leiſure of the ſpider when he ſhall be devoured. 

3 { He that ſerves the luſt of a woman makes him- 
hoſe ſelf ber monkey; for the admires him no longer: 
their than when he is playing with his tail. 

he as careful how you live upon a whore as 
vou keep one; for by the former you will get. 
by” nothing, and by the latter Joſe every thing that 
vou have got. | 

Muiſtruſt a woman that ſeems rich by her own 
diſcourſe; for ſhe that talks much of her fortune 
has generally but little. 

2 Think not every woman rich that wears gay 
v7 =pparel ; for many forfeit their virtue to maintain 
their pride. 

2} Build not too RP a faith on the ſight of a few 
guineas, or a gold watch; theſe may be but ſhoe- 
ing horns to draw you to your ruin. 
© Bclieve no man's affirmation of a woman's Gn 
tune, unleſs you know him; for deſigns are never 
carried on without abettors. ; 

Be ſure of hei portion though you take her vir- 
tue upon credit; but he that takes both on truſt 
may bnd, when too late, that he hath neither 
to truſt to. 

Endeavour not to continue a woman's love by 
gifis; for every preſent you make her may be the 
purchate of a rival: beſides, they love gifts, ir 2 
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if you uſe them to it, they will love you no longer 
than you are giving. 5 7 

Believe not the trivial favours of a woman a de- 
monſtration of her love; for they take pride to be 
beloved, though it be by thoſe they ſcorn. 

Raiſe not an opinion of yourſelf upon tt.2 flat- 
teries of a woman, nor think her praiſes any ſign 
of love, but of her cunning ; for deſigning wo- 


men, like great politicians, flatter them moſt they 


deſign to ruin. Let no woman charm you with 


the muſic of a ſmooth tongue, for many can talk 


well that act ill. 
Believe no woman the more virtuous for reſiſt- 


ing the firſt attempt; fer like beſieged towns, they 


will withſtand ſeveral efforts, and at laſt ſurrender 


upon capitulation. * 


Fd 
Some women, like ſtrong holds, are to be taken 


but one way, which if you cannot readily atiain, 
be content; the will find ways to direct you if ſhe. 


likes you. 


When a lewd woman ſerves your neceſlity, it 
is with a certain expectancy you ſhould ſerve her 


luſt. Her kindneſſes are meaſured, by your capa- 


city, and a continuance of her favours dwell upon 


the repetition of your performances; ſhe will 


ſtretch Ker purſe- ſtrings to ſupport you ir. extra- 
vagance, if you ſtrain as hard to ſupply her un- 
bounded lechery : but you may be ſure ſhe will 


be your ſervant no longer than you will remain 


A | | 
Ne that is a ſtallion to a whore, is a ſlave to ini- 


quity, avd a champion to another's vices ; a cow- 


ard 1n a good cauſe, and a curſe to himſelf. 
Let no woman tempt you þy her wit to love 


ü : her 
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1 . - for ſhe, who hath wit enough to dempe you, 
14 hath enough to deceive you. 
825 Suffer not yourſelf to be enſnared by a woman 


=> 

e over- free in her geſtures or converſation; for who- 

geeeuver is moſt active in behaviour, behaves herſelf { 

_ like a lover of much action, and whoever is free 

n ia much company, will 0 much freer when but 

= two together. 

y Think not the amorous glances of a woman 

h towards you, gives you a title to her affections; 

k for they can look one WAY when their hearts are 
aganother. . 

8 Expect no good quality of a woman, more 

y "op than what ſhe thews ; for it is a maxim in their 

r politics to put the belt file outwards. 

„ ll you love a woman, be careful how, you ſhew 
n it; for your nibbling at the bait may too early 
x 3 Geer a willingneſs to be caught, | 
+ BS Walle not your ſtrenigth in the enjoyments of 

beauty, neither your time nor money in corrupt- 
„ ing virtue; but marry a chaſte wife of a good fa- 
- mily, with a moderate fortane, and you need. 

_ MF not F being happy. 

41 { : 5 : 
I I ee ee er Sie to Iona ore no nn er tetterekc Bett 
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n 

8 WIOEVER reſigns her virtue to gratify ano- 
- ther's will, will not ſcruple the ſame fręe- 
© dom with . to pleaſure her own; for few 

XZ women love ſo well, as to love a gallant better 
e UT than themſelves, -) 


OR? 


* 


will hazard your love to gratify herſelf; and the 


of another, as there is in you to be maſter of her; 


rience, for ſhe who hath her huſband to deceive „ 


1 Female Policy detected. 
She who will loſe her reputation to oblige you, 


that will do both can never be conſtant. 

Put no confidence in a woman that has loſt her 
Honour; for ſhe who is without reputation hath 
nothing to engage her to be faithful. 

Conftancy is maintained by virtues; and the 
that hath loit *her virtue * hath nothing left to 
oblige her to be conſtant. 


She that prefers pleaſure before virtue will by 
conſtant to her luſt, but not to you. = 

Nothing engages a man's affeQtion ſo much ts 
a woman as a belief of her conſtancy ; but it is 
better to believe her otherwiſe, for then ſhe can 
never deceive you * women are ſenſible that con- 
Nancy 1 is. more prized than beauty , but it is a Ef 
maxim among their. fex, to deceive us moſt in 
what we moſt value. 1 

Nothing is wore ridiculous than to keep a miſs ; « 
The that you keep will keep another if the can; 1 
there being the ſame ambition in her to be miſtreſs 4 


and he that thinks a woman conſtant, becauſe be ha 


keeps her, pioves a knave to himſelf, and a fool 
to bis madam. 


Put no faith in a woman that is a wifeato ano- 
ther; for ſhe who is not conſtant to her huſband. ” 1 
will never be fo to you. 28 

A woman who hath a kuſband, 1 will auamit 
of a gallant, let him look upon her to be as faithß- 


in] as ; monſieur Raggou's miſtreſs, who was con- 


ſtant to the whole troop. 0 
A married woman if lewd, is fubtle by expe- | 


every Cay, can geceire a gallant at leiſure. 2 
| A durable 7 


approach will be your diſtance. 


Female Policy detected. 13 
A durable love is the ſupport of conſtancy 
but that love can never be Tug which ſtands 
"on a falſe bottom. 
he conſtant to no down but a wife; if you 
be, you deceive yourſelf; expect no conftancy i in 
B a whore, for ſhe will deceiv-+ you. 
Credit no woman's, words who hath loſt her 
| og but believe the contrary, for ſhe talks 
be counter. i 
lf you have contracted a friendſhip with a wo- 
man, let all ſhe can do for you. b& no more than 
you deſerve,, but if ſhe proves contant, let it be 
more than you expect. 

Think not a woman is moſt faithful to him ſhe 
is the moſt fond of; for, to him ſhe deceives moſt, 


3 0 ſhe ſeems moſt obliging. f 


” Believe not all to be virgins that talk moſt of 
their virginity ; for all would ſeem maids that 
have been made otherwiſe. 
3 To one a woman may be conſtant ; but if ſhe 
divides ber affections between two, the can be 
95 conſtant to neither. 

If you are familiar with another's wiſey believe 
her not when ſhe ſays ſhe knows none but her 
huſband and you ; the will ſwear to her huſband 
the knoweth none but bimſeff. 

Credit nothing a woman fays, as to we con- 
ſtancy of virtue; for ſhe will juſtify her innocence 
before him with whom the has been guilty. 

Love no woman in the abſence of her huſband:z, 
you only "ſtop a gap for another who wil return” 
You no thanks for your labour, and remember his 


1 
Di ” — ah . 


It you love a woman conceal it; 


oblige her 


with courtehes but ſhew no paſlion ; for by your 
; | - prudence 


T 


* 
* 
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prudence you may maſter her, to whom a diſco- 
very of your love will make you become a ſer- 
- vant. Z 


Meachre a woman's love by her jealouſy ; for |} 


ſhe loves him beſt, of whom ſhe. is molt jealous ; ol. 
and of whom ſhe i is, moſt jealous, of hi ſhe is 
moſt conſtant. p 


Be jealous of a woman that will not be jealous IN 


of you ; for ſhe that will not be jealous loves you 
not ; and ſhe that loves you not, will not be con- 
ſtant to you. 


.Anſwer all the expectations of a woman you 


would keep Sy ng: for one ſingle negleQ ha» 
zards the loſs of her affections. +. 
Keep a watchful eye over the woman whom, 
you love; ſeem not to be over credulous of her vir- * 
Wes if you do ſhe will make trials of your faith. 
She who kiſſes her huſband in public, hath ge- 
nerally her eye upon him ſhe would kiſs in pri- 
vate, and ſhe that will kiſs both in public and 
Drivate, values not where ſhe kiſſes. . 
Be conſtant to your wife that ſhe may be con- 
ſtant to you; for gratitude may conſtrain a wo- 


man to preſerve thoſe bonds, which revenge may 


make her violate. 


Chooſe for your wife a prudent woman; for: 
prudence preſerves virtue, virtue love,) and tove . = 


conſtancy. | 1 
Inconſta - ey in a wife makes wedlock a bram- _ # 
ble which bears abundance of thorns, | 3 
Inconſtancy in a huſband makes inconſtancy i in 


a wiſe, and an inconſtant wife makes a huſpand 


a conſtant cuckold. 55 
Truſt no man with your wife abroad, nor court 

your friend to one her company at home in your 
71 abſence z 3; 
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abſence; for- opportunity and importunity may 
73 conquer the mott heroic virtue. 

Carry no man to your miſtreſs if you pyize her: 
for if ſhe loves you ſhe will be civil to ne 
# for your fake. 

It is tae policy of a deſigning woman to oblige 
15 the friend of. him that loves her, to aGquaint her- 
ſelf by thay means with his affairs, that ſhe may 
manage him the better. 

Mioſt women are of cold conſtitutions, and un- 
3 der the dominion of the moon; and remember it 
is an approved maxim, that all ſublunary things 
= | are ſubjeQ to mutation. 

7% Conſtancy is a great virtue, and its oppoſite is a 
dangerous vice; whoever neglects the former, to 

practice the latter, is neither to be beloved nor 
dtuſted. 
It is good to be wiſe, it Is wiſdom to be juſt, 
| FOE and 6 as to be conſtant. 
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Dr Tae Love of a WOMAN. 
HE love of a woman is eaſy to be gained, 
1 but difficult to be preſerved. You may 
With more cate ſubdue virtue, and bring a chaſte 

woman ts your nbndes, than engage her to be 
conſtant. 

1 It is a received opinion among the ſex, thas 
the paſſion of love ceaſes in a man after enjoy- 
ment, and that the efteem he had before of her 
IH Perſon, is much leTened by her condeſcenſion 1 
0 ; | 3 
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his deſires, which conception occaſions her to with⸗ 
draw her affections from you, (unleſs every hour, 
you confirm her in a differen”. faith by freth aſſur- 
ances) and coveting to be beloved by ſome body, 
v.ho hath a good opinion of her virtues; tor there 
is nothing more certain, than that women who 
have been Te ceived themſelves, take a ſecret de- 
light in deceiving others; therefore, you that are 
the deceivers, be careful you be not deceived. 

The love of a virgin is innocent, and laſting as 

her virtue; the love of a juſt wife friendly and 
delightful ; the love of a lewd woman luſtful and 
revengeful. 

If you are the favourite of a lady, 1 depend 
upon her courteſies, you mult be induſt rious to 
oblige her, and as watcitul to —- her from 

the efforts of rivals, or you will ſoon find your 
miſtreſs like a popgun, the laſt peilet the receives 
will drive out the former. 

Sympathize not with a woman who loves you 
paſſionateiy; for as ſhe finds your love -c1,creafes, 
the will cool her own with the affurance of 
yours. 1 

If you have gained a woman's love, and would 
preſerye it, be ſure be conſtant in your viſits, 
or you will find moſt women have ſuch bad 
memories, that a week's abſence will make then 
forget you: 

I'be love of a woman hath its ſeaſons like the 
year: its ſpring, ſummer, autumn and winter. It 
begins with a warm deſire, and is nouriſhed to a 
greater heat by the kind iafluence of the object, 
till the harveſt of her joys are full ripe; but when 
the fruits of her affection are e and gather- 
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ed, you will ſoon perceive ſome ſharp breezes, as 


ſigns of an approaching winter. 


The love of a chaſte woman will be continued 


towards you as long as you behave yourſe!t well; 


but the love of a woman, who, has loft her vir- 


tue, is bet during pleaſure. 


: Cs 
Love a woman with moderation that loves you 


EE to an exceſs ; her paſſion will naturally reduce n- 
ſelf to the ſame equality, (for no extremes are 


laſting) and then you have the advantage; for the 
© continuance of a little love ſhews a conſtant tem- 
per, and lobks friendiy and oiging, when a paſ- 
ion, cooled to the fame indifferency, will look 
ſighting and neglective. Beſides. he thut loves 
a woman too much, is apt to love hirctelf too 
£43 little, „„ I | 

3} Depend not on the love of a lewd woman, it 
is a reed will ſoon deceive you, her love is entan- 
gled with her luſt, to continue the one is to be a 
ſlave to the other, and rather then to be that, 1 


23 would ſhare the puniſhment of Siſiphus. 


Secure not your love to a woman by ®2ths or 
proteſtations ; fof ſhe will then think you have 
bound yourſelf to continde that reſpect, which 
would be otherwiſe her care to ſtudy and merit 
and preſerve : | | 

Let not the proteſtations of a woman's love to 


” you be a precedent to you to follow, though you 


love her; for ſhe does only tempt, you to give 
in the ſame ſecurity, that ſhe may bevy the more 
to upbraid you with, whenever you ſhall prove 
falſe. 
+ If you are beloved by a woman you caunot 
marry, whom you are willing to ſecure to your 
own embraces, draw what yon can from ker by 
_—_ 85 8 your 


18 


love of a wife highly to be valued, but the love of 
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your inſinuations; the more you get, the faſter you 
bind her; ſhe will not part with that eaſily, which! 
ſhe hath purchaſed dearly; and the more you coſt 
her. the more ſhe will love you. | 

The love of a woman 4s much to be pitied, the 


of ol. Ce - 


a vicious woman deſerves neither ; for ſhe will 
love any that will ſerve her luſt. . 4 

Give no encouragement to the love of another's # 
wife; for it is luſtful in the beginning, treache- 
rous all along, and dangerous ia the end. 

Love is a diſtemper that «il make through the 
greateſt duiculties td otifin a cure; he that is 
the phygcian may exact what fee he pleaſes; 
therefore do you take care how you become the 
patient. 

Seraphic love 1s the bliſs of angels, mutuat 
love the comfort of mankind, naturai love the 
Chain of the world, but luſtful love the mother 
of misfortune. 3 a 93988 

To love a wife is our duty, to love a friend is, 
our iniereſt, but to love a courtezan is a danger- 7: 
ous venture. 2, 
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| "CHAT W.. * 
Or Tas MALICE axD REVENGE or WoMen. þ'} 


| 'S o all the paſſions, that of revenge is the moſt 
oppoſite to reaſon and good humour. It will 
ſo far blind and deceive the judgment, that per- MW 
ſons under this madneſs value not what injuries 
they do themſelves, in raſhly attempting * 1 
ä : trifling 
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We trilling prejudice to an adverſary. This paſſion in 
women ſprings frequently from the envenomed 
ſieeds of corrupted love, * the beſt wines once 
turned becomes the ſharpeſt vinegar) and is fo pre- 
dominant in this ſex, that, they value nothing they 
do to accompliſſi thoſe ends in which the ſweetneſs 
of their revenge is centered; and as they love to 
Ef extremes, every lite neglect they conſtrue a great 
7 flight, and through their weakneſs miſtake acci- 
ent often for deſign, and fling themſelves by their 
1 own whimfies and conceits into an evil opinion of 
WE perfons whom they love. Thus oftentimes they 
ler their own jealouſies paſs for realities, and ſour 
15 / their affections into a ſharp revenge without a juſt 
4 = occaſion, turning furies to thoſe they loved through 
1 a fanciful ingratitude; which I conceive to be :he 
Chief reaſon why women are much more ſubject 


Covet therefore no womar's love, but whom 
vou will be diligent to oblige; for a ſmall neglect 
is taken by them as a great ingratitude. 

Deal with a revengeful woman as with a hand- 
5 grenado, which you caſt from you as ſoon as the 
fuſe is lighted, leſt it burt to the prejudice of him 
that fired it. 5 

Have no familiarity with her you have highly 
diſobliged, left. bce-like, ſhe tings you with her 
8 tall. 
Sbe who once loved you, and is turned your ene-- 
my, look on her always to be fa ; be not deluded 
by ber flatteries to give it into her power, to hurt 
you: for women, though they ſeem to forget a 
wrong they have been torced to ſuffer ; yet you 
will find they have good memories when they have 


Power to revenge it. 
Treſpaſs 8 


- Pali Jetefted, 


chiefs. 


Treſpaſs not on the affections of a woman who 7 
loves you to exceſs; for women (like ale) if over 
ſweet will turn ſour the ſooner. 9 

Take not always a woman's frowns as flights, 
nor her ſmiles as ſure arguments of her love, for #8 
every time the ſun is clouded it does not predict 8 
foul weather, and when it ſhines out a ſtorm may Wh 
be near at band; women can diſſemble their paf- Bi 
ſions, and change their looks as a ſcorpion can its FR 
colour. fo ml 

A woman's love is like to bad vinegar, which 
can never be reduced to its primitive goodneſs, but 8. 
will always remain four till it is dead 2 

Nothing is ſo revengeful as an injured woman; 


cf Wh 


— 


„ nn „ Huw 


for which reaſon the poets have ordered the furies þ Me | 
to'be put in the feminine gender. . 
The love of a virtuous woman is a greet bleſ⸗ . 
ſing; but if once loſt by ingratitude, you will find : 
that ſhe will turn her love that could not laſt, iuto 
a revenge that will. 5 


r your enemy; for ever 
time the ſees you, it puts her upon freſh miſ- 
chiefs, | Poe 

If you have dealt ungenerouſly by a woman, 


| converſe with none that reſpect her, leſt, at ſome i 


time or other, it ſhould happen to your pre- 
judice. of 
The paſſion of an envious woman is virulent, 
and flattery the only antidote to expel the poiſons 73 
To diſſemble ſhews more prudence than to ag- 
gravate; by the one you may pacify the fury of 
fermented ſpirits, when the other will beget in 
your Enemy, freſh reſolutions ſor further mif- "= 
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Be merciful to thoſe you can overpower, but 
23 flatter ſuch enemies you cannot conquer; ſer re- 
venge (though ſweet to thoſe who ſeek it) is always 
bitter ro the ſufferers. 

Some women arc ſo politically penitent after a 
revenge compleated, they will palliate the injury 
3 with ſucceeding plety ; but think the ſorrow of 
ſuch a perſon as great as her's, who (weeping) fol- 
los a dead huſband to the grave, whom ſhe had 
EZ wiſhed out of the world a thouſand times whilſt 
be was living. 

Re Changes 1 10 inconſtant rempers are never to be 
minded, ſhe who does you a willing injury, and 
ſeems ſorry for it, it is your prudence to believe, 

ſhe only grieves that the miſchief ſhe has done you 

is no greater. Truſt an enemy who hath once hurt 

FZ you, upon a reconciliation, no farther than you 

would the fawning of a maſtiff dog, who had al- 

7 tempted to worry you. 

+ Moſt women are politic in their love, but awd 

more ſubtle in their revenge; therefore be careful 

0 _ you affront them, or deceive them, to deferve 

it; beſides it is ignoble to offend the peeviſh, or 

1 1 the weak. 

= Make not her that loves you, „ by ingratitude 

vour enemy; for revenge (like a crab- tree) Pro- 

2 duces a ſweet bloſſom, but ſour fruit. 


het cod 


—— U—ä— ñ ö :ñ en 
** 


Ar r ———————— — o 


3 


— 
n — 


- — 
r CFFFF CCC * — - 
_—_—_— ” 
— b * Y 
11 — — 


—— 


kong Dos oo 
INS hog — ͤ —-ᷣ rao 4 


= 
$6 —— a 
- - 


= - 
— —— CT OE 
* 


— 
N — 2 8 
. ts ned Dn os, 4 


— CR —— ”— — — ” 


> a roar 
LO IILED 


ho a 3638 
2? | 
. 


* 


rr reer - 


Or TRE PRIDE or WoMEN. 


TATELINESS in a woman may become her 

as ſhe walks. but price in converſation is hate- 

ful and ridiculous, and expoſes the perſons affect- 
ed with it to the cenſures of the company in ſuch, 
aukward geſtures, and uncouth behaviour, fuch 


peremptory ſentences, and impertinent loquaci- 


ties, that offend the eyes and ears of all that have 


either modeſty or prudence. Nothing ſhews be 
want of judgment more than female pride, Which 


is doubtleſs nouriſhed by the vain conceits of their 


"own perfections, and begers ſuch a f:=I{-iove, 


grounded upon felf-opinion, that they lock upon 


their whole ſex beſides with ers y and contempt, BY 
and, like Narcifſus, daily doat on ihe reflection of 
their own imaginary excellencies. Caſt not your | 
eyes too often upon ſuch women, for they are 
changeable miſt reſſes, implacable wives, and 1 
mothers to their children. 2 


A proud woman is like an imprudent- prince, 
fhe always loves him beſt by whom the is moſt 
ſheltered. 


If you aim at the farours of a lofty. miſtreſs, 


you muſt highly extol ker perſon and parts, aua 
coincide with her opinion in all things, though 865 
ever ſo Oppoſite to reaſon ; for flattery and humi- 

lity muſt be the ſupporters of your intereſt, 1 


Let pride in a fine woman anticipate your ad- 


miration ; for never admire her, who admires her- 


- 
_—_— 
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| felf (oo much ; conceive her as a large looking- 
«2 | glaſs cracked, by which ſingle defect it is render- 
2 of ſmall value, by reaſon it can never be 
wended. 
„ Pride in a witty woman is like a Sb to 
N ſcythe, it only ſerves to ſharpen her reflections, 
ard make a more dangerous weapon for a man to 
E meddle with. 
A proud woman, like a ately verſe, ue be 


e- 
3M , rid with a crub, and managed with a ſtrait rein, 
ch. or ſhe will ſoon be the bare of the rider. 


If you marry a haughty woman, you ought to 
Ph nave a gocd eſtate, for you will find a proud wife 
in a low ſtation, will be an unconifortable compa- 
nion, and the firſt in adverſity that ſhall lend a 
helpirg bard to your ruin. 

'Z Piice in a friend is dangereus, in a miſtreſs 
chargeable, but in a wiſe an intolerable torment. 
Many women have virtue enough to reſiſt the ! 
bare aitewpts of familiarity ; but few that can 
ſtand againſt the powerful charms of gold, fine © 
Areſſes, coach and horſes, and attendance. It is 
12 4 grandeur influences pride, and leads ambition by | 
il! the noſe through the worſt of vices; for there are 
many who are honefily poor by conſtraint, that 
> would. willingly commit an evil to be rich. 

Many women have forfeited their virtue to grati- 
55 their luſt, but more to maintain tkeir pride; and 
luſt , though | it will make a woman a whore; yet 
it is pride that makes her mercenary. | 
hat virtue is never ſafe which is under the 


E ined of pride; the latter will be main- 


ugh the former is ſaciifced to mains 


* 


prince who hath a rebellious nation to govern ; a} 


his family. 


moſt intolerable ; fer that is the hardeſt to be ex. % 


right to govern, 5 1 


angel by his ſide; 


24 Female Policy detected.. 


He that hath a proud woman to his wife, 1 


like an oak begirt with ivy; he ſuffers himſelf to 


be embraced by that which will bring him to bio 
ruin. 4 
When ambition leads the van, the whole l 
of vices follow, and wherever you ſeek pride inf 
the front, be ſure luſt marches in the rere. | if | 
Pride in a beautitul woman is like a flaw in i 
diamond; it leſſens the value, ſpoils the luſtre 4 # 
and remains incurable. 3g 
He that marries a proud wife is as unhappy as af 


0 
1 
1 
the latter muſt grant every petition of the 2 * 
4 


to ſecure peace in his kingdom, ſo muſt the forme £ 


every requeſt of his wife to preſerve the ſame in} 


Of all-imperfeQions in a woman, pride is 0 1 


cuſed, which is never to be mended. Fs 1 


It often compels him to ſubmit where he hath i 


— 


prudent wife hath a guardia 75 


but he that hath a proud with 
þ-.ch the devil at * elbow. "ſp 
A -yroud woman is an imperiou;g, wife, an un 
dutiful daughter, an implacable miſtreſs, a bang 
mother, and a faucy ſervant. 2 
> Pride i is the parent of iniquity, the 1nventor (8 
vice, the ſeed of rebellion, and the rife of fo ie 
Pride loſt mankind their paradiſe, the world i 


deace, and made a devil of an angel. 


* 


He that hath a 


n 
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body | 
de inf Or THE INGRATITUDE or WouEx. 
* : 35 8 « » r 
in af ET no man deceive himſelf with the expec- 


" Þ tation of gratitude in a mercenary woman, 
7 For ſhe who for ſilks and ſatins, or a ſplendid 
7 as 2 7 aintenance, will ſubmit to Four pleaſure, and 
1; a wear conſtancy to her keeper, ſhall be the firſt 
ople, hat forſakes you in a declining condition : and 
orie! oog the bad built a proviſion for herſelf. out 
me in 

A0 petſon that ſhall lend you the leaſt aſſiſtance 
is mw hen your occaſions-thall require it: therefore 
Je ex. "28 ook upon whatſoever you give ſuch a woman to 

oY be buried as in a deep ſea, from whence no returns 
5 ban be expected. 
lk you love a woman, be not Celuded by her 
1 rifling preſents, to make chargeable returns: for 
9 that is the aim f f her policy, Lo not a point cra- 

vat. becauſe it is her own working, give her title 
o a ſettlement out of your eſtate. Teſt whilſt your 
Tailtreß⸗ extols your gratitude, the world laughs 
At your folly. 

Giving preſents to a woman to ſecure her love, 
ntor F is as vain as endeavouring to fill a fieve with a- 
action ter; for you may continue giving the one, and 
rid if Pouring into the other, till the laſt trump bound, 

| er you find the one the faſter, or the other the 
uller. 1 
T be gratitude of a mercenary woman, lies only 
J ter tail, with it ſhe diſfolves all obligation, 
25 N 8 aud 


2 2 
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ha 26 Femule Polity deteces. N Pr 
it [ and will ftill be a * eveh when the debt | er 
| if paid. 0 2 
Wil Whoever blames a woman for her ingratitude, W N 
11 is equally culpable for truſting her with the po-er E 
i *o, rove ſo, for love with moderation, keeps 2 4 H 
1 e heart, and a warm hand, and her I" Dat 
1 3 never hurt you. 5 ; 
1 Debauch no virgin to maintain her after, let 
Will you are ſerved as a genleman, whe having waſted . 
1 bis fortune in the extravagant ſupport of a young 14 1 
49 gentle woman whom he had fiiſt defiled, ſent ho 


man to her to lend him ten guineas, to which ſhe BF. 
anſwered, Preſent my ſervice to your maſter, and Fg 1 
tell him, when he hath made me amends for the 


Age him; _ i cannot bat ator he ſhould 4 4 
think I. would lend money to him, who hath rob 
bed me already of that which admits of no reſtitu- a : 
tion, but for ever continue hin my debtor. 10 4 
Therefore corrupt no virgin; for the ſurrender be!” 
of her virtue to your embyaces will remain upon Y 
you as a perpetual obligation, and ferve her at all 
times to excuſe the higheſt ingratitude, or be 
greateſt injury; the ſhall condemn you under all? 1 
the miſchiefs you ſhall fuffer by her means, cry)- þ 
| ing, you were her firſt ruin, and all the evils be 
can do are no more than you deſerve. Ps 
Wil. Love is the ligature that binds a woman to gra- 
Wit + tituce, ſhe that loves you will gratefully accept, % 
Will and generouſly return the laſt favour that ſhail 
5 fgnalize the affection of the giver ; but a defign- 
WH ing woman eſteems the donor by his preſents, and 
Fj - not the preſents by the donor. 9 
HIS She that hath a deſign upon you, will firſt oblige 1 
Wil! ©. you with- ſome engaging _— to beeome her 
|| *Y \ pe debtor, 85 


715 
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Dt ns 2 ebtor, but be careful, of thoſe women who are 
pbnerous in the beginning, left you pay with ruin 


4 
9 
9 


-ude, or their kindneſs in the end. 


; 8 | 
owt Ingratitude is ſaid to be worſe than the fin of 
bs 2 itchcraft, and he that hath truſted a woman, he 
tudef Path ence found ungratfeul, is worſe chan be- 
. Ear itched. ET | 

let Court not à reconciliation with a woman who 
ted path once deceived you, leſt ſhe triumphs over 
Pour ſubmiſſion, and make you become an aſs to 
bear ehe lugg ige of her infirmities, | 

ZZ Toa woman you love behave yourſelf boldly, 
and with freedom, though juſtly and reſpectfully, 
bor a manly carriage will awe her to be grateful, 
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. \ 

P IRTUE, the ornament of human life. 

> Y Thatcrowns the virgin, and adorns the wife, 

all From thy bleſt treaſure of contentment flaw 

All the true bleſſings we enjoy below. 

the 23 Thoſe ſweet delights which in my boſom dwell; 
*ZRiſe up in ſprings, and into rivers (well, 


ra” W) hich know no ebb or ſtorm, but free from noiſe, 
pt, Flow calmly in a conſtant tide of joys. op 
hail WE Thou bring'ſt contentment to the meaneſt birth, * 
Su. 4 And gives us taſte of Heaven here on earth; "J 
20d From whence, thro cryſtal innocence, we fee 

A pleaſing proſpect of eternity: N 

ige Where angels, to receive the virtuous, wait. 


And bid them welcome to a happier ſtate. 
LS : B-2z ) When 
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28 * Policy detedted. ſe 
When vice hath dreſs'd her wanton daughter's head 


7 


Could the corrupted world but brutely taſte 


5 
With treſſes looſe, in airy modes diſplay'd, 

Complexion heightened and improv'd by paint, 
And all the arts that pride could e'er invent; 


Vet virtue in plain coif, adorn'd no way, 
By nature looks fo innocently gay, 


She in her bomeſpun garb ſhines brighter far than . 


they. 
As precious gemg of which the Indies boaſt, 
The plainer ſet the greater luſtre caſt ; 
Virtue, like beauty, wants no ſtudy'd file, 
But of itſelf ſhines bright, without a ſoil. 


The ſweet delights which vicious actions blaſt, \ 
Their lewd exceſſes they'd repeat no more, 
Their counter feid eajoyments ſoon give o'er, 
To gaze at virtue's beams, and the chaſte dame 
adore. | 
*T'is ſhe embok'-ns us to fear no fate, | 
And gives contentment to the meaneſt ſtate ; 
Cloſely embrac'd, the bleſſeth each degree, 
With a. calm mind from perturbation free, 
And by content improves felicity. 5 
Would all mankind her pleaſing footſteps tread, 
Which do to truth and all perfection lead; 
Sexes would join as angels do above 
Not to fulfil their luſt, but deal their love. 
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In DispratsE op Vice. 


| ITH what reproachful bluſhes do the wiſe 


Thoſe follies which the age embrace de- 


ſpiſe ? 


7 
1 * 


* 
in. 
«AY 
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bead! Female Policy deteced. "a 
ead WE 


With wonder nd contempt they gaze to ſee, 
LY irtue thus ſacrificed to lechery, | 
"By the ſly ſnares of Female Policy. 

FAV bar ſtrange temptation draw the world aſide, 
To embrace vice, and virtues charms deride ! 

us thieves and ruftans who abhor the light, 

Shun the bright day, and ſeek the gloomy night, 


Teil me, miſtaken ſouls, what baits allure 
AF rom virtue's paths, ſo pleaſing and ſecure ? 
Where no deep ſloughs, or dangerous bogs are 
found, D | 
But ſundry proſpect of delight all round? 
Vho'd quit ſo happy, ſo ſecure a road? \ 
o wead along in flthineſs and mud; 

e paths ſo rugged are, friend joſtles friend 
Fach for precedency in vice contend ; 
But ſorrow eis (alas !) their journey's end? 
Fo is tht unwary traveller betray'd 
When by an Ignus Fatuus miſled, 
Mongſt brakes and pools, from. whence the trea- 
= ch'rous guide 1 
Flies unconcern'd, and doth his taper hide; 
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Leaving the wand'ring wretch quite void of light, 
Ex pos d to all the accidents of night. - 

71 hus far th' unhappy mortals who recede 
From virtue's paths, the track of vice to tread, 
Where fears and cares each wanton ſtep ſucceed. 


..., Look at the monſter vice with ſtedfaſt eye, 


Who thus devours the world's tranquility. 
py. You may diſcern the beaſt in ev'ry part, 

9 By naturegblack, though whitened o'er by art; 
As ftrumpets when diſtemper'd and unclean, 
Paint fair their outſides, when moſt foul within. 
Vice, thou black parent of revenge and ftriſe, 
9 Thou ſhame of human race and ſting of life ; 
22 — i Be: | 3 
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By thy re- k bowels every ill is fed, 

From thee all rapes and villainies ez procced. 
3 envy, luſt, adultery, 
Murder. rebellion, every infamy, 
Have all their birch and nouriſhinent from thee: 

Shun the dark fiend, and its alluring toys, 
Hi Reject ns-trifles, and embrace true joys ; 
. — — Lhe. find, chooſe virtus for your guide, 

0 Woo the kind dame, and keep her by your ſide, 

| Kiſs her ſoft lips, and wed her for por bride. 
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AVING in the foregoing book laid down 
1 proper rules and maxims for avoiding the 
arts of a deſigning woman; I ſhall now, to deter 
inen from running keadlong upon a marriage ſtate, 
Without conſideration, entertain them with a di- 
+ Courſe of their other moſt ſhameful and abominable 


* 
© 
* 


vices, and that ſomewhat longer than th: former, 
hereby they may ſee what vanity, miſchief and 


uin attend an implacable, noiſy, ſcolding wife. 
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H A I. there ſcarce happens any notorious 
1 murder, cheat, or villainy, throughout 
the world, but a woman is found to be in the 
HI pottom of it; of this, the dying words of the 
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M - fomented ſo bloody a war, by the excellent fea- 
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many enſaared ſouls at the gallows convince us 
daily: fpr the arts and deſigns of an inſatiable 
womamdre ſo fall of variety, of tricks and deſign, 
that it is almoſt impoſſible for a man to be their 
| Companion without debauchery, and thereby, en- 
gage and enter himſelf in the liſts, as a vaſſal to, 
their pride and luſt. 5 34 | | 
Women are compared to many things, and 
many innumerable troubles come gallopping after, 
the heels of a woman, that young men before- 
hand do not think of; for as the world is not 
made of oatmeal, nor all is not gold that glit- 
tereth, nor the way to heayen is not ſtrewed with 
ruſhes, no more is the cradle of eaſe in a woman's. 
lap. If thou wert a ſervant, or in bondage be- 
fore, yet when thou doſt marry, thy toil is never. 
the nearer being ended; for even then, and not 
before, thou doit change thy golden times for 2 
drop of honey, which preſentiy after turneth to be 
as bitter as gall, 5 | 
Yet there are young men. who beat their. brains 
and ſpend all their time in the love of women: and 
if they get a ſmile, or but a favour at their hand, 
they ſtraitway are ſo raviſhed with joy, yea fo, | 
much, that they think they have the whole world 
in poſſeſſion, but within a while after they will find 
That they have nothing to enjoy. A man may ge- 
nerally ſpeak well of women, but for the moſt part 
thou ſhalt find them difſembling in their deeds, and 
ia all their actions ſubtle and dangerous for men to 
deal withal; for their faces are lures, their- beau- 
ties are baits, their looks are nets, and their words 
Charms, and all to bring men to ruin. 
_  . Helena, once the paragon of all human beauty, 


tures. 
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ures of her face, between the Greeks and, Tro- 
jans, that the laſt loſt their lives and honours 
therein: ſhe afterwards remembering herſelf on 
this fatal buſineſs, repented fincerdy ; for being 
advanced in age (as is reported by James Bergonne 
in his ſupplement of the Chrenicles) and defirous 


beholding it ſo withered, and all the beauties 
thereof ſo tarmſhed, the fell a a laughing, and in 
that mgod blamed the follies of thoſe, who for her 
ſake had endured ſo many troubles; alas! quoth 
ſhe, is it poſſible that fuch a countenance ſhould 
cauſe the ruin of fo many brave cities, and the 
laughter of ſo many. thouſand gallant men and 
noble warriors? Theſe were the dying words of 
that moſt excellent heauty. 


hoſhaphat, ſucceeding in the kingdom, his bro- 
©. I thers being killed, and himfelf fallen into idolatry, 


= iſ thereof, and imputes it wholly to his unhappy 
1d, wife; Fila qui pe Ahab uxor ejus, A fecit mu- 


d, lum, in con ſpedtu Domini. He had Athalia, the 
7 Y <aughter of Ahab and Jezabel, to his wife. im- 
: porting, that i: was no marvel this prince was ſo 
© wicked, and guilty of fo great crimes, having fo 
25 wicked a wife for his companion, And 1n the 
1 third of Kings, the ſame ſeripture. ſearching the 


cauſe of the miſcries and abominations of Ahab, 
hr after this manner; Jtzabel his wife, &c. 

ſultd vit enim, cum Fezabel uxore ſua & abomi- 
7abil.s factus eft, in tantum ut e, -dola gue 
feeerant Amurrfiri. 


8 a Philo _ * © 


to fee her face, ine called for a looking-glaſs, and 


ww 


King Jcram, after the death of his father Je- 


and the rum both of him and his kingdom there- 
vpon enſuing, the ſcripture gives this account 


: - Female Policy detected. 
Philo Fudeus notes, in the firſt book of the life 
of Moſes, that Balak, king of Aſia, whoſe ow 
er extended itſelf through the greateſt part of 
the eaſt, never durſt enterprize upon the Iſraelites, 
till he bad conſulted his divines, and particularly 
had ſent for Balaam, that falſe -prophet, who, 
though conſtrained by the ſpirit of God to ſpeak ih bles 
truth, nevertheleſs, not to loſe the favour of that I wa! 
prince, he adviſed him, that the only way to effect 100] 
his defigns, and ruin that people, was, by ſending nan 
his woman among them, whom he ſhould adorn lie 
and dreſs as laſcivioufly as could be; which pur- as 
Poſe the ſaid woman effectually brought about by the 
their allurements, ſo that the greateſt part of their ¶ et 
youth ſubjected themſelves to idolatry, before MW 10! 
they were or might be permitted to fulfil their luſts in 
on them; which fo animated Phineas with the 4 
| zeal of God's glory, and the love of continence, I th. 

3 


and ſome others with him, that falling npon thoſe wi 
abominable perſons, they killed to the number of an 
twenty four thouſand : and ſo ſaving the hoſt from 


being contaminated with thoſe filthineſſes, they th 
gained the victory over that king, who by the de 
counſel of the aforeſaid prophet, had ſo groſsly cor th 


rupted the people. 


I ſhall only add the example of Cleopatra, Wl * 
who, as Plutarch faith, was the rock on which | th 
Mark Anthony, that valiant and great captain, il © 
daſhed and broke himſelf to pieces, by his iinpure ht 
Pleaſures 3 but ſhe not only ruined him, but was ib 
the cauſe of a thouſand troubles to the.ſtate of 
Rome. Marcus Aurelius, that wiſe prince, af- 1 
firms. that the fire of Ætna was not ſo hurtful to 4 


Sicily as this wicked woman to every canton of. 
the empire. To conclude, as viituous women are 
: | given 


— 


& 
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He ziven us from heaven, to alleviate the miſeries of 
»w- our nature, ſo are the bad born ex preſsly to vex 
of men, and to oppoſe and ruin all their deſigns and 
tes, good fortune. ; 0 1 
ly The old proverb is, He that has a fair wife, 
ho, and a white horſe, ſhall never be without trou- 
eak bles; for a woman that hath a fair jace, it is ever 
hat matched with a cruel heart, and their heavenly 
fect looks with belliſh thoughts; their modeſt counte- 
ing nances with mercileſs minds; for women can both 
orn Mie and flatter, and tney are as cunning in that art, 
ur. es if they had been bound apprentice to the trade; 
by Ml they have a Siren's ſong to allure thee, and Circe's 
1eir MM cunning to enchant thee: and they bear two 
ore 8 tongues in one mouth, like Judas, and two hearts 
iſts. ia one breaſt, like Magus, the one full of ſmiles, 
the and the other full of frowns, and all to deceive 
ce, MW the fimple and flain-meaning man; they can, 
ofe with the ſatyr, out of one mouth blow bath hot 
of. and cold. Fn 1 | 
But what of all this ? why nothing but to tell 
tee, that a woman is better loſt than found ;_ 
better forſaken than taken . St. Paul faith, that 
they who marry do well, but he alſo ſaith, that 
they who marry not do better; and he, 70 doubt, 
was well adviſed in what he ſpoke. Then if 
thou be wiſe, keep thy head out of the halter, and 
take heed, before thou haſt cauſe to curſe thy 
hard penny-worth, or with the prieſt ſpeechleſs 
chat knit the knot. ET 149 
The opinions of the ancient philoſophers were 
ſo hard of marriage, that they never delighted 
therein; for Pythagoras being aſked why he gave 
his daughter in marriage to one of his greateſt 
enemies, preſently anſwered, | 1 
3 5 | 5 „ : 
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| | Fo 

Nikhil illi poteram dare deterius. | ite 

i. e. I could not give him a worſe thing, or re- 


venge myſelf. better on him, woman being the 
moſt abominable and wicked thing in the whole!“ 
world. Another being aſked why he married not, 
anſwered, that it was too ſoon; and afterwards, 4 
 whewhe was old, he was aſked the fame queſtion, oh 
and he ſaid then it was too late. And further he Ih 
ſaid, that a married man had but two good days 180 
to be looked for; that is the marriage-day, and be 
the day of bis wife death. For a woman will!“ 
feed thee with honey, and poiſon thee with gall. 
Diogenes was ſo dogged that he abhorred all wo-. 
men; and Auguſtine wiſhed that he had lived ©" 
wifeleſs, and died childleſs. al 


Socrates being queſtianed, whether it was bet- V 
ter to marry or to live ſingle: made anſwer, 
whichoſever thou doſt it will repent thee, for it 10 
thou marrieſt not, then thou wilt live diſcontented 
and die without iſſue, and ſo perhaps a ſtranger 
ſha'l poſſeſs thy goods; and if thou doſt marry. 
thou ſhalt have continual e e her dowry 
will be often caſt into thy diſh, if ſhe do bring 
wealth with her. Again if ſhe complains, then 
her kinsfolk will bend their brows, and her mo- 
ther will ſpeak her pleaſure by thee. And if thou 
marrieſt only for fair looks, yet thou mayeſt ſtay 
to go without them, when thou lookeſt for them; 
and if thou marrieſt one that is fruitful in bearing 
| children, then will thy care be the more increal- 
ed, for little doth the father know what thall 
be the end of his children ; and if ſhe be barren 
thou wilt loath her, and if honeft, thou wilt fear 
her death, if diſhoneſt thou wilt be weary of — 

| | ie, 
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life, for then thou muſt ſupport her in all her acti- 


ons, and that will be ſuch a perpetual burthen 
unto thee, that thou hadſt even as good draw 
water continually to fill a bottomleſs tub. 

A gentleman, on a time, fard to his friend, 1 
can help you to a good marriage for your ſan ; 
his friend made him anſwer, my fon, faith he, 
ſhall ſtay till he hath more wit. The gentleman 
zeplied again, ſaying if you marry him not before 


-he hath wit, he will. never ary ſo . as 


he lives. 

Demiteas buried hi wives, and yet never” 
wet one handkerchief, no nor ſhed ſo much as 
one tear: and Ulyſſes had a dog that loved (him 


well, and when that dog died he wept bitterly ; 


but he never ſhed one tear when his wife died. 
Wherefore, if thou marrieſt without money, and 
only for bare love, then thou wilt after wards with 
forrow ſay, that thare is more belongs to houſe- 
keeping, than four bare legs in a bed. 

What man can live with bis hands in his boſom, 
ana buy meat in the market for honeſty, without 
money 3 where there is nothing but bare walls, it 
is a fit houſe to breed beggars in the world ; yea 
there are many that think when they arc married” 
they may live by love ; but if wealth be, wanting 
hot love will ſoon be cold, and your hot Jefites 
will toon be quenched with the ſmoak of poverty : 
to what end then ſhall we live in love, feeing it is 


hitle leſs to be feared than death? far all thy a- 


ney waſtes in toys and is ſpent in banqueting, 
and all thy time in ſighs and ſobs, to think upon ibe 
trouble and charge that commonly conieth upon a 
wife; fot commonly women are proud without 
profit ; and that is a good purgation to the parte; 
5 G 3 


* 


and 


4 
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and when thy purſe is light, then wil thy heart 


wo 

be heavy. pif 
Humility is ſo valuable in a woman, that ſhew-iſ to 
ing itſelf upon occaſion, no man can tax her with ca 


ia perfections, fo as to obſcure that goodneſs 80 
N believed 10 be in her; her humility makes 
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her to-be ſuch as men could W and deſire. The Tj 

prophet Nathan, in ſetting forth the qualities of a ph 
1 good woman, found nothing better to his purpoſe fe: 
li than a ſheep, the entleſt and meekeſt of all crea- IM {ec 
1 tures, as we may ſce in his parable to king David, fn 
M in the matter of adultery which he had commir- WM m. 
if ted with Bapſneba. There was, ſaith he, a poor Ml hi 
. man who had nothing in the world but one poor Ml 4 
i! theep, &c. Mark how he calls the wife of Uriah ain 
1 ſheep, tor ſo ought every good wiſe to be pleaſant, N or 
þ humble, filent, and obedient to her huſband, asa Ml of 
1 ſheep to its ſnepherd; and the huſband ought oO BY 
1 treat, nouriſh, maintain and keep her as his theep, v 
[od and love her as his dating. Wereunto | add i 
1 with the wife man, that ſuch a woman is a favour ot 
18 from heaven, beſtowed upon man; Grat æ ſuper Ml 
| [ gratiam alice caſta & pud.ca. And agais. Huli- WM © 


eris bone beatus vir. But of this befcie. i 

That which is further obſervable in the ſame 
Place is, that God oftentimes recon pences the ff 
good works of man by the offer of a virtuous | 
wife, Park bona mulier bona in parte timentium De- 
um dalitur vero pro fadlis bonis. 

Solomon ſaith furtber in his proverbs, that pa- 
rents give unto children means and riches, but it o 
is God that giveth unto them prudent and ditcrect 2 

a 
0 
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women: Domus & divitie dantur a parentibus, u 
Domino autem provenit uæor prudens, The He- 
brew text is wore 3 having theſe 

| | words, 
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words, Domus & divitie herediias potrum ; ſi g- 
pifying, that good and bad children ſucceed alike 
to the goods and eſtates. gained by their parents 
care and induſtry ; but women, being not the 
goods of fortune, God beſtows the good only to 
ſuch as fear him and obſerve his commandments. 
The ſame is likewiſe ſet down by the royal pro- 
phet ; for having promiſed, bleſſed are they who 
fear the Lord, and walk in his ways, he adds pre- 
ſently the reward to follow: wife ſhall be as a 
fruitful vine (that is recluſed or ſhut up in the 
moſt ſecret part of his houſe, or) on the ſides of 
his houſe, ſignifying by theſe words, 4 luter 't us 
domus tuz.. To which purpoſe St. Paul, ſpeak- 
ing of the loneneſs of virgins, faith, that they 
ought to be gnardians of their houſes, for inſtead 
of what our verſion hath, having care of their 
houſe, the Hebrew reads it bieroglyphic of a 
wiſe and virtuous daughter, having 4 beaſt called 
the Once at her feet, teaching us, that as the male 
of that creature is more tecble than the female, 


| which ſurpaſſeth him in courage and valour ; fo 


ought a wiſe daughter to appear mere vigorous 
than a man in refiitiog thoſe flattering courteſies, 
and deceitful wantonneſſes, the impertinent and 
ſlipßery feats of heady youngfters, who make 
much of them to no other purpoſe than to deſtroy 
and ruin their honour and reputation; and as that 
creature delights not in any place but in thick 
groves and uninhabited deſerts, and departs. not 
out of them but to ſeek proviſion; fo ought a wile 
and virtuous daughter to be a lover ot ſolitude, 
and not to depart out of her houſe, but only to the 
church, and employ herſelf only in the ſervice of 
God, and careful and honeſt exerciſes. 
2 | os KY But 
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But if; you think that ſolitude is required only 
f virgins, behold two other hicroglyphics, which 
make it appear, that it is weil becoming women 
of diſcretion. Euſtac, lib. 2. Deiſmentis, ' faith 
that the ancients repreſented chaſtity two manner 
of ways ; the firſt was, by portraiting a woman 
 Erowned with a garland woven with all forts of 
flowers that nature produces, the roſe only ex- 
cepted; the wore a net for her garment, which 
covered her face, I. breaſt, and her feet, ſigni- 
fying the pudicity of women, to preferve which 
all the perfection and flowers of the world are 
requiſite, except that which ſmells of Venus and 
impudicity, ſignified by the roſe, which is dedica- 
ted to that goddefs, whoſe love is unchefte ; the 
ſecond portrait repreſented a lady crowned with 
all ſorts of precious ſtones and jewels, rubies, dia- 
monds, emeralds, and other ineſtimable riches, with 
a carbuncle in her forchead, which. glittered like 
the ſun, being covered with a thick robe, all her 


care being to hide her feet; ſignitying by this ein- 


blem, that the riches whe erewith a woman ought 
to adorn herſelf ſhould not conſiſt ia cloaths, but 
in ſpirit and virtue, and although ſhe be poor in 
raiment, it ſufficeth if the be rich in heart. 

This is to ſhew, that not often to go abroad, 
but to ſtay at home, is a great ſign of-the loy- 
alty of marriage, and an aſſured token of a good 
weman, and obedient to her huſband. But on the 
ether ſide, if you deſire to ſee the marks of a 


proud and wicked woman, take notice of theſe; 


the will be diſdainful in her looks, lofty i in her 
ſpeech, ſupercilious in ſilence, diſſolute in riots, 
furious in forrow, grave in her pace, honeſt in 


ber appearance, | ana to offer injuries, 8 e 
| to 


2 


Female Policy det: 4d. Fa 
to endure them, deſirous to-command, flow to 
obey, ready to do ill, backward to do good, 
unmoveable in pardon, eaſy enoukh todo venge- 
ance, delicate in her diet, and ambitious to play 
the lady in all things; of which fee two exam» 
ples for proof, | 95 
Pliny, the great naturaliſt, reports, Cleopatrz? 
queen of Egypt, the moſt proud and laſcivious 
that ever was, obſerving Mark Anthony to exceed 
all men in the ſumptuouſneſs af his feaſts and 
banquets, entertaining his gueſts with the molt 
choice and excellent viands that could be had, out 
of ambition and emulation, uttered {ome words in 
diſparagement of his treatments, giving out, that 
they were nothing neat the coſt and value of thoſe 
that ſhe would provide and prepare: of which 
he being advertiſed, having taken Lucius Plautius 
for judge in the difference, demanded of her what 
ſhe could do more magnificently than he; this 
proud princeſs, without any other” reply, having 
two pendants in her ears, ſet with two ijneſtima- 


ble pearls, which were doubtleſs the chief works 


of nature, took one of them, and having diſſolved 
it in vinegar, ſhe drank and (ſwallowed it down 
in the pfefsgce of Mark Anthony, which Lucius 


ſeing, and regretting ſo great a waſte, clapt his 


hand upon the other, and prevented the ſwallow- 


ing down of that; and the better to pleaſe and 


pacify her, gave ſemence of victory on her fide z 


though Mark Anthony was much troubled there- 


at. But Lucius forbore not for to take the pearl, 
and dividing it into two, he made thereof two 
ear pendants for the ſtatue of Venus, which was 


in the Pantheon at Rome. 0 


. | -- | 


- 


42 Female Policy datecked. 

The ſecond hiſtory is of a Wife of the duke of For 
Venice, named Dominica Sylvia, whom he had an 
taken in Conftantinople, Anthon. Sabellicus, in MW ha 
his firſt Decad. Lib. 5 Tom. 1. SeR. 84 reports, Ml be: 
that this Woman, puffed up with pride and arro- go 

Ince. was ſo delicate in her meat and drink, ſo MW pa 

rious of her body, and fo nice to be ſerved, that ¶ va 
ine had not only perfumes and muſks, civet, am- ho 
bergreaſe, and other ſweet odours, in every cor- N co 
ner and nook of her chamber, even to trouble 
the heads of thoſe that entered in; but was (ſo Wl fu 
delicate, I ſay, that ſhe would not only be ſerved co 
with common and ordinary water to waſh her- W 
ſelf, but commanded her ſervants every morning v 
to take off the dew of heaven from the moſt ode- MW m 
riferous plants and herbs for her uſe; and more- to 
over, the would fot touch with her fingers the te 
meat ſerved on hec.table, but taking it with 1 golden br 
forks ſhe would in that manner put it into her WW pu 
mouth; though at laſt her prodigious,delicacy fo 
coſt her dear: for heaven not . — to en- 
dure the infolent pride of this ſiren, inflicted a tr 
phthiſis or a conſumption in her whole body, that be 
not one of her domeſtic ſervants or grooms could ae 


— 


endure to come near her, and fo died in a loath- at 
ſome, ſtinking condition. EF 
Alas! the pride of a woman is like the * 3300 


for as drink encreaſeth the drought of the one, 
even ſo money ealargeth the pride of the other: 
thy purſe muit be always open to feed her fancy. 
and fo thy expences will be great, and yet per- 
haps thy getting ſmall: thy houſe muſt be ſtored 
i with coſtly uff, and yet perhaps thy ſervants ſtarv- 
ny ed for lack of meat: thou muſt diſcharge the 
1 mercer's book, and pay the haberdaſher's _— 
1 ö | , 7 : or 
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of for her hat muſt continually be of the new faſhion» 
nad and her gown of fineſt wool. She mult likewiſe + 
in If have her jewel and patch-box, eſpecislly if ſhe be 
rts, beautiful; for then commonly beauty and pride 
ro- £0 together, and a beautiful woman is for the moſt 
fo part coſtly, and no good houſewife ; then no ſer- 
hat W vant will abide her fierce cruelty ; and if ſhe be | 
im- honeſt and chaſte, and a good houſewite, .then 
or- commonly ſhe is jealous. C 

If ſhe be fair and beautiful, ſhe will ring you 
ſuch a pea), that one would think the devil was 
come from hell, ſaying, I might have had thoſe 
who would have ' maintained me like a woman, 
whereas now I go like nobody; but I will be 
maintained if you are hanged for it. Thus fhe will 
| torment you, ſhedding abundance of diſſembling 
tears; for women weep when they pleaſe. Do 
but vex a woman ever fo little, ſhe will preſently 
put finger in the eye and cry, at which many a 
fooliſh man will flatter her, and beg her to be 
quiet; but that ſpoils all, for the more ſhe is en- 
treated, the more ſhe will cry, and is no more to 
be pitied, than to ſee a gooſe go bare- foot; for 
as they command their tears, ſo have they words? 
at will, and oaths at pleaſure. I never yet knew 
a woman that would not ſwear in defence of her 
own honeſty, and ſtand ſtiffly to it, though ſhe'd 
{ bluſh to (wear in winter, for fear of catching cold, 

and in ſummer leſt the ſun melt it away. 28 

Many will be apt to ſay, what I write is true, 
yet they cannot beware of the devil, until they 
are plunged with his dam. Some will never take 
warning, and thetefore deſerve no pity. And 
what are women thatsmen are ſo greedy after 
them? Some indeed ae por beautiful than others, 

| 4 - VFX 
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but as to. the reſt, they are all alike, and Join is 
as good as my lady in the dark. 

But let me tell thee, if thou marrieſt a woman 
of evil report, her diſcredit will be a ſpot in thy 
brow, thou canſt not go in the ſtreet with her 
without mocks, nor among thy neighbours with- 
out jeers, and commonly the faireſt women are 
ſooneſt enticed to yield to vanity ; he that hath 

a fair wife and a whetftone, every one will be 
whetting thereon ; and a cattle is hard to keep 
when it is aſſaulted by nrany; and fair women 
are commonly catched at; he that marrieth a fair 
woman, every one will with his death to enjoy her, 
and if thou be ever fo rich, yet but a clown in 
condition, then will your fair wife loſe ber credit 
to pleaſe her fancy ; for as a diamond hath not 
lis ſplendor but in gold, no more hath a fair woman 
her full praiſe but in the ornament of her finery, 
by wiich means there are many women whoſe 
beauty hath brought their huſbands into poverty 
and ſhame, by their pride and whoredom. A fair 
wowan commonly will go like a peacock, and her 
huſband muſt go like a woodcock- | 
Indeed it is prepoſterous to fee the mad tricks of 
molt women, for they will be meriy one hour 
and the next ſad ; now laugh, then weep 3 now 
ſick, and preſently well z. all things they do not 
like: are worſe than nothing , and, if they be ever 
fo bad, if they are pleaſed, there's nothing fo good. 


WW —depicd the thing which they aſk ; and yet they 
| # will deſpiſe things given unzſked. 


For whea a woman wanteth any thing, ſhe will 


flatter, and ſpeak fair: but having her deſire ſa- 
tiafied, the will look big, and anſwer itately, and 
158 | l 1 
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Further, it is preſent death for women to be 
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fp eak ſcornfully, that one might imagine they 
«pen never alk any further favours : but a wo- 
an man. is fiily compared to a ſhip, whick being ever 
hy Wl fo well riggec, vet one thing or other is to be 
1cr Wl mended ; and give A woman all ſhe can demand 
to-day, yet ſhe will want again to-morrow. 
are Women are called night-c rows, for that com- 
h monly in the night they make requeſt” for ſuch | 
toys as come into kheir heads in the day, They 
ep know their time is in the night, when they wilt 


zen BW work a man like wax, and draw him as a load- 
alt Wl one doth iron, and having once brought him to 
er, Wl a condeſcenſion, then get a grant for an India filk 
NW gown, a furbelow icarf, or petticoat, or a gold 
wot watch, &c. Beſides every married man knows; 
NO 


that a woman will never reſt, if her mind: js ſet 
upon a thing ti l the has it. And if you put her off 
with delays, her forehead will be full oNfrowns, 
as Ff ſhe threatened to make clubs trumps, and 
thou never a black card in thy hand; for except a 
woman have what ſhe will, fay whin ſhe liſt, and 
£2 + where ſhe pleaſe, the houſe will be ſo full 
of ſmoke you cannot bear it. 


hungry flea bite ſore; but in my mind a froward 
woman biteth ſorer; and if you go about to maſ- 
ter a woman, and bring her to humility, there is 


no way to make her good with blows, i you 
beat her to darth. 


ö CHAP, 


It is a certain truth, that an old dog and an 
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en renne eee: red ren: II ie eto 
„„ 
HAT hath been ſaid, any reaſonable man 


Would think, is enough to perſuade him from 
the ſnares and deluſions of a ſubtle woman ; but 
to make it more effectual, I will preſent you with 
a farther view of the miſeries of a married life, in 
lelation to the deceitful, falſe, and inconſtant ſex. 
And firſt of their ambition and Juſt. 

Philo, the Jew, in his treatiſe of particular 
laws, tells us, that Paſiphea, the wife of king 
Minos, fell in love with a bull, and endeavoured 
to have carnal — of that beaſt. | 

The learned Apuleis faith, that a certain wo- 
man, called Menos, once fell into ſach a fit of 
rage, that ſhe highly menaced the provokers of 
her diſpleaſure, and in ſuch fury vaunted, that 
the would' diſplace heaven itſelf, dry up the fea, 
put out the ſtars, illuminate hell, caſt to the ground 
even the creator of the univerſe. Behold if this 
be not the moſt unparalleled, audacious boldneſs 
in the world, far beyond the pride of the devil 

Who atterfipted to be equal with God, but this 


woman would make God lefs mighty than herſeli Þ 


and be ſuperior to him. . e 

Oraſius, the famous Perſian, ſaith, that during 
the conſulſhip« of Claudius Marcellus, Titus, and 
Valerius, there were put te death three hundred 
and eighty Roman lad ies convicted of witchcraft ; 
and in his life of the forcerdifes, he put in the firſt 
place Hecate, then Circe and Medea; ſince 
Which, the world by inceſtuous copulation; ac- 
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been repleniſhed, and hell filled. And this goddefs 
did not only preſide over charmers, incantators, 
Kc. but alſo over veneficaries, and all forts of 
poiſon, and to whom they addreſſed themſelves. for 
ſucceſs upon thoſe miſchiefs which Malefica and 
other ſorcerers ſhould do. | | 
I ihall mention one ſtory which deſerves to be 


tranſmitted You may ſee it in the Dexmonomany 


of Dr. Bodin, and more clearly in the table of the 


inconſiſtency of Damons, and evil ſpirits. 


The. ſtory relates, that a young girl named 
Migdelena de la -croix, native of Cordova in 
Spain, being defcended of a mean family and pa- 
zentage, reſolved to take ſome aims to help for- 


ward the. rebuilding and reſtoration of the convent 


of St. Clare, which then went to ruin; and ma- 
naged the buſineſs ſo well, that the monaſtery was 
tnithed. This gave occaſion to the nuns to re- 


ceive her into their company, where a certain 
black dzmon, like an Ethiopian, came into ac- 
quaintance with. her, being then aged between ten 


and twelve years, and wrought ſo by his deviliſh 


© „ 5 ASS bs f 
policies, that he made her a ſlave to his will; ma- 


king her ſeem alſo, in a thort time, the wiſeſt and 
holiett of her age: and the better to captivate her 
entirely to his obedience, the was no ſooner twelve 


years old, than he demanded her in marriage, 


whereto giving her conſent, he married her upon 
this condition, that for the ſpace öf thirty years 
and more, he ſhould make her equal, yea, to ſur- 
paſs in holineſs, all of her profeſſion, whether 
monks or nuns, which ſucceeded according to 
her deſire. Thereby there grew ſuch familiarity 
between them, that this demon was forced 


%, 
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go to other places, which he made her believe 
were of great repute, and gave her a ſurvitor in 
his place, which aſſiſted her in all things, doing 
that which: the ought to do for her eaſe; and 
when her dæmon returned, he told her all things 
worthy of notice that had paſſed in the world. 
Among other things he told her one day of the 
taking of Francis the firſt priſoner, and-the ſpoil 
that wis ſoon after committed at Rome, which 
Jhe relating to the nuns, they thought ſhe knew it 
by the revelation of ſome good angel. a 
Io make the ſtory ſhort, this Magdalen doing 
admirabie ſigns, and ſtrange wonders, which paſ- 
Fed for wiracles, together with the holineſs of life 
which outwardly appeared, ſhe was choſen abbeſ; 
of the monaſtery, to the ſatisfaction of all the re- 
Ugious therein, and behaved herfelf ſo well in this 
charge, that nothing was to be complained of in 
her. On ſeſtivak ſhe was ſo fervently devout, 
that ſhe bas been lifted up three cubits higli from 
the ground, having often in ker hands the image 
of our Lord, ſnewing at times a head of hair reach 
ing down to her ankles, which diſappeared pfe- 
ſently.. Being at maſs, the partition wall of the 
choir would cpen of itſelf, fometimes to give a 
mere commodious fight of the holy Hoſtia, and 
thoſe days wherein the failed to communicate 
(which is very ſtrange) the prieft having conſecrs- 
ted the hoſts to the number of the nuns preſent, 
found that he had one 100 few, believing that 
ſome good angel had reſerved it to give it het 
Himſelt- And indeed, ſome of the religious did 
ſometimes ſee the hoſt come to her in the air, and 
this very fiolt cid leap in her mouth, Which ſhe 
© ſhewed them publicly. | e 
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This ſo augmented her credit and reputation of 
holineſs, that popes, emperors, kings and princes 
ſeut letters, recommending themſelves to her pray- 
ers. The Spaniſh princeſſes were firſt deceived; 
jor the wife of Charles the Vth ſent her ſwaddling- 
cloaths to wrap her ſon Philip the IId in, that ſhe 
ſhduld bleſs them with her own mouth. But ſhe 
did ſo many wonderful things, that at haſt the 


nuns began to take her for a witch, which ſhe per- 


ceiving, and God touching her by degrees with 
his grace, the thirty years of her covenant being 
ſoon after expired, about the year 1546, ſhe ac- 
cuſed herſelf, and confeſſed to the viſitors of the 


order, that ſhe had known this dæmon from the 
age of twelve years, continuing therein to thirty 


and onward ; and haying made a general confeſli= 
on, begged their aſſiſtance, when the demon, who, | 
had fo long þewitched her, ſeeing her reſolution, 
endeavoured by all means to difſuade her; but 
not being able to effect it, was conſtfained to leave. 
her, Who the beiter to expiate her ſin, was put in 
priſon, where ſhe underwent a hard and auſtere 
penance, till at laſt the obtained pardon of it from 
pope Faul the IVth - i 25 Do | 
By this we may in ſome meaſure fee what plea- 
ſule the devil takes in poſſeſſing an ambitious, hy- 
pocritical woman; one who though the hath a 
beautiful outſide, and her tongue as {mooth as oil, 
and as ſoft as ſilk, and her words as ſweet as ho- 


ney, nay, if the was extremely witty, and had a 


bag of gold for wealth, a thouſand 9 one bur ſhe 
would fly retirement, and love to go where the. 
may get acquaintance, for #cquaintance bringeth 
familiarity, and familiarity ſets all follies abroach 4 
| : | of - 543M 
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and certainly if a woman loves gadding, ſhe will 
pawn her honeſty to pleaſe her fancy. 

And to ſupport her extravagancies, men muſt 
be at all the coſt, and yet live by the lofs ; a man 
muſt take all the Pains, and women ſpend the 
gains. A man may watch and ward, fight and 
defend, till the ground, and labour in the vine- 
yard, and whatever he gets in ſeven years, a wo- 
man will ſquander away ia one; and yet little 
enough to ſerve her turn, but a great deal too 
little to get her good-will: nay, if you give her 
ever ſo much, and if your perſon pleaſe not her 
humour, her honeſty will not be worth a halfpen- 
ny at the year's end: for then her breaſt will har« 
bour an envious heart full of malicious poiſon; her 
head will deviſe villainy, and her hand be ready to. 
put it in execution. 

And what then thall. we call 3 but the off - 
ſpring of Satan, whoſe head, hands, heart, mind 
and foul are wicked ? for women are called the. 
hook of all evil, becauſe men are taken with them. 
as fiſh, for women have a thouſand ways to de- 
ceive you, and all ſuch fools as are ſuitors to them. 

Some they keep on hand with proiniſes and flat 
1 tery, and ſome they delay with dalliance, and 

j | ſome they pleaſe with kiſſes: they lay out the 
folds of their hair to entangle men in their 
love; betwixt their breaſts is the valley of de- 

ſttuction, and in their beds are hell, ſorrow and 
repentance. Eagles eat not men cill they ate 
dead, but, wc-nen devour them alive, A women 
will pick your pocket, empty your purſe, laugh 
in your face, and cut your throat; they are un- 
Zrateful, perjured, full of fraud and deceit, in- 
cCunſtant, waſpiſh, toyiſh, light, ſullen, proud, 
diſcourtsous 
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Zifcourteous and cruel; and yet they were by 


God created, and by nature formed, and there- 
fore by Policy to be avoided ; for good things 
abuſed are to be refuſed, or elſe for a month's 
N ſhe may make thee go ſtark naked; ſhe 

wy give thee roaſt meat, but beat thee with the 
ſpid. Solomon faith, he that will ſuffer himſelf 
to be led away, or take delight in ſuch women's 
company, is like a fool who rejoiceth when he is 
led to the ſtocks. 

St. Paul ſaith, to avoid fornication every man 
may take a wife. Therefore he that hath a wife 
of nis own, and yet goeth to another woman, is 
lke a rich thief who will ſteal wh. he has no 
need, 

There are three ways to 1 2 whore, by ker 
wanton looks, by her ſpeech, and. by her gait, 
fauh Solomon; and that we muſt not give our 
ſtreugth to harlots, for they are the evil of all 
evils, and the vanity. of all vanities ; they weaken _ 
the ttrenzth of men, and deprive the body of its 
beauty, turroweth the brows, and maketh the 
eyes dlin, and greatly ſhortens the life of man. 
For though they ſeem to be as dainty as ſweet 
meat, yet in trial they are not ſo wholeſome | 


” 8s four lance. They have wit, but it is all in 


craft; if they love, it is W ; but if IM 
kate, it is deadly. | 
Upon, this very account of her alcerwarkas in this 


manner, the Holy Ghoſt fairh, by the mouth of 


the wiſe man, thai the wrath of a woman is be- 
yond compariſon ; for the is ſuch a furnace and 
violent fire, that all the water in the world cannot 


quench ; eſpecially when this wrath proceeds from. { * 


loine hate and rancour, which he hath conceived. 
- Ho 
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againſt any perſon ; ; for then ſhe lets fly all the 
arrows ot revenge, when like the devil, the ſeis 
— wiis at work, particularly againſt him that 
would not comply with her lutt and deſire, And 
the ſatisfaction of her pleaſure; of which the 
following is an inſtance. 

Marizee, ſeeing that Philander her huſband re- 
turned not fo ſoon from his voyage as the wiſhed, 
and therefore imagining that of diſdain he refuſed 
to Viſit her, changed the great affection the had for 
him ſormerly i into a great hatfed, and, not being 
able to allay her fury, in bas ntl | 

upon three children ſhe had by him, giving them 
poiſon in a tion, and took the like alſo herſelf, 
chooſing and delighting rather to die herſelf, and 
ſee her children do ſo, than to give the leaſt liber- 


ty to him who fo paſſionately loved her. 


Antonius Muret, in his firſt book of various leſ- 


ſons, propoſeth examples of certain women who 


thewed themſelves implacable enemies towards 
thoſe, who would not condeſcend to their filthy 
leaſures. 

The firſt of W was the wiſe of Potiphar, who 
having not the power to corrupt and debauch Jo- 
ſeph by her alluring perſuaſions, accuſed him to 
her huſband for an attempt of a rape; and though 
this were an impoſture, and an effect of the rage 
of love, yet was he impriſoned, with chains on 
his feet and hands, through the cn the had 
begot in her hutband. 

The ſecond was Phedra, who becauſe ſhe could 
not enjoy the love of Hippolitus, her ſon-in-law, 


> accuſed him to her huſband to have attempted her 


| honour, and effected fo much her counterfeiting. 


* diſſembling tricks, that Hippolitus was torg. and 
"ra wp to D by wild 2 
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The third was Antea, wife to king Protus— 
whoſe entreaties not prevailing with Belleraphon 
to lie with her, ſhe addreſſed herſelf to the king 
with a falſe charge, that he would have polluted 
his conjugal and royal bed, and thereupon. demand- 
ed his life; which was taken away afterwards by 
the ſtratagem of a letter that is ſince grown into 
a proverb. | 

he fourth was Philonome, who being denied 
her pleaſure by Tenis the ſon Of Cygnus, accuſed 
him to his father for having folicized her to un- 
cleanneſs; which the father too vainly believing, 
commanded him to. be encloſed in a cheſt, and 
thrown into the ſea. 

The fifth was Hippolite, wife af Acaſtus, the 
king of Magneſia, who not gaining the affeQion of 
Pelus to ber wanton embraces, impeached him 
to her huſband, that he would have violated and 
corrupted the fidelity the had for him, and 5 
cauſed his life to be taken away. 

The fixth was Hippodame the wife of Pelops, 
who riding abroad, made him believe ſhe was ex- 
tremely thirſty, which cauſed her huſband to 
alight out of the chariot. Pelops was no ſooner 
gone off, but ſhe ſolicits her charioteer, Myrtil. 
Jus, to lie with her, which he loyally refuſed, and 
Aer huſband ro ſooner returned, but ſhe acquaift- . 


led him that Myrtillus would have forced her. 


which he alſo believing, threw. the fad wretch 
into the fea there adjoining. | 

The ſeventh was the beautiful wother' of Tima- 
ſian wife of Conſtantine the great, who failing of 
her deſign upon the chaſtity of her ſon in. hw, | 
accuſed him to his father, not of the intent of 


ayultery with her, but of buggery, a greater crime; 
| which 
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cConcubines, that ſhe endeavoured by all means to 


— — — « 


_ eaſy, which youth love to walk in; but the way 


which ſo enraged his father, that he forced bim 
fort with into baniſhment. 

The eighth was Fauſta, daughter of Maximi- iet 
nus, the Egyptian, who was in love with Criſ- ban 
pus her fon tn-law, which he had by one of his 


entice him to her bed; but finding he was not to 
be debauched, ſhe changed this ardent love into 


an irreconcilable hatred, and accuſed him to the ble 
emperor of endeavouring the diſhonouring of her: {Wrw« 
upon which the emperor cauſed him to be flain ; | 


though afterwards, underſtandiug the falſeneſs of by 
his wife, and the truth of the fact, he condemned e) 


her alſo to die, to ſerve as an example to all not 


other women, who would thus revenge the refu- ſo 
ſal of their baſeneſs and impudicity, out of an in- MW ihe 
Lupportable rage, and ualatisfied anger and ha- MW! 
tred. | ihe 

P lato ſaith, that women are either en els or 
devils; and that they either love dearly, or hate Wc 
mortally; for a woman hath no means in her love; te 
no pity in revenge, nor patience in her anger; ba 
whereſore nothing pleaſeth or difpleafeth a man Wh 


more than a woman; for a woman moſt delight= Wc" 


eth a man, and yet moſt deceiveth him. : Pr 

Theodora, a monſtrous ftrumpet, made her 1e. 
brags to Socrates, of the vaſt concourſe of luſty A 
gallants who repaired to her houſe ; and further ee 
faid, ſhe could get away more of his ſcholars from Ib 
him, than he could of hers from her. No marvel, 
cried Socrates, for your ways ſeem pleaſant and 


to 2 virtuous life is full of briars. 
Meſſalina, wife of\ the emperor Claudius Cæſar, 


bling of her intemperance, went inte the * 2 
ic 


4. 


that with ſo much vigour, and continuance 


Juſt, that ſhe departed in the morning wearied, 


not ſatisfied; and the ather who loſt this execra- 
ble wager, for her part, had been' polluted with 
twenty-three. | | | 
The fair and beautiful Hynes, ſo much beloved 
by Chacles VII. king of France, valued the en- 


joyment of her body at fo high a rate, that ſhe 


not only ecriched her poor parents, but was ſtill 
ſo furniſhed and ſtored with gold and filyer, that 


the could leave, by her laſt will and teftament, 


three ſcore thouſand crowt:s to the place where 
ihe was buried. - > 

The learned Athenæus, reports another“ ſtory 
more prodigious than this of Phryne the cour- 
tezan, whe had got ſo much wealth in love's com- 
bacs that the offered to the inhabitants of "Thebes, 
money ſufficient to rebuild the walls of their 
city, beautified with one hundred goodly gates, 


provided they would place in the portals this in- 


{cription, Alexanger everit, Phryne amica ererit, 
Alexander demolithed them, and Phryne the 
Caurtezan hath reared them. Plutarch ſpeaking of 


the ſame woman faith, that ſhe was ſo confident- 


ly hameleſs, as to offer at the table of Apollo 
the ſtatue of Venus, all of pure gold, wherein 
theſe words were engraved, ex Gæcorum intem- 


perantia; intimating, that ſhe had acquired the 
price of the ſaid ſtatue by the luſt and intemper- 
[ance of Grecians. 


Female Policy detected. 8 
lic ſtews, and proſtituted her body to all comers 
and goers, wagering with the moſt common har- 
ot in Rome, that ſhe would endure more men 
than ſhe could, and won the wager, having lain 
with twenty-tive ſeveral ruffians in one night, and 
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nog but princes and noblemen, and I {wear there 
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King Demetrius, giving but one glance of his 
eyes ſuddenly upon Lama, was taken preſently 


with her net, and ſpent eleven talents of filyer L 
upon her, which he had provided and appointed cian 
to pay his ſoldiers: and furthermore, he quite Pyr. 
forſook his own wiſe, and never leit the company imp 
of this ſtrumpet till death took her from him; and, but 
aſter ſhe was dead, he lamented her death, kiſſed ina 
and embed her, and cauſed her to be buried MWpric 
under his window, and as often as aps law ber MWihu: 
grave he bewailed her end. her 

Flora, the daughter of a king, took to it be- foll 
times, and followed: it fo cloſe, that it ſent her out Mme 


of the work) at the 4oth year of her age. King 
Menelaus being the firſt that made love to her, as WI x! 
he was marching to the wars of Carthage, War 
{ſpent more money upon her than in conquering his 


vor 
enemies. But though ſhe came from a royal tece, ple 
and turned proſtitute, yet ſhe would never admit mil 
any to enjoy her, but what were ii ſome degree Man 


noble or greats and therefore affixed over her gate | 


theſe words, king, prince, emperor, or biſhop, ¶ſpc 
enter this place, and welcome. Neither was this ma 
Flora ſo ge edy of gold as the other two were; Wu! 


for on'a )time one'of her familiar friends aſking Wha 
her the cauſe why. ſhe did not make price of .her | 
love, ſhe made this anſwer, 1 commit my body to ſo 


was never man gave me ſo little, but 1 had mare 
than | would have aſked, or than I looked for: 


all things are at a certain rate, except love, and 2 b1 
woman of great beauty ſhould be faowmuch eſ- n 
teemed as ſhe eſteems herſelf: the died at the age k. 


of forty years, and the wealth the left behind her 
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in Rome, was valued to be ſo much as would have 
built new walls round about the city. >< Ee 

Lais, that charming finger and raviſhing muſi- 
cian, captivated the very body and ſoul of king 
Pyrehus in Greece, till he became a drudge to her 
impetuous luſt; nor was ſhe therewith contented, 
but ſerved to ſatiate the exceſſive Ares of others 
in- a flood of debauchery ; always ſeiting down her 
price, which was firſt laid down before her, and 
thus the followed this courſe of life, enriching 
herſelf with the ſpoils of others. But alas! the 
folly of men in this extremity of paſſion may make 
me very well fay with Demoſthenes, who heing 
provoked by luſt to court that Corinthian ſtrumpet, 
ts, Jo ſaid to him, fir, no leſs than a thouſand 
Artic drochmas ſhall perſtiade me to beſtow on 
you the favour of enjoying the tranſports and 
pleaſures of my body: he immediately anſwered 
milily, madam I thank you, I will not buy repent- 
ance at fo dear a rate, f 

Was not the famous city of Troy ſacked and 
{ſpoiled for the ſake of Helena? and when it cot 
many men's lives, and much blood was ſhed, and 
when they had got the conqueſt, they got up an 


barlot. By this, and that which followeth, thou 


ſhait ſee the power of a woman, how it bath been 
fo great, and more prevailing in the bewitching 


men's wits, and in overcoming their ſenſes, than 


all other things whatſoever. 

It hath not only vanquiſhed kings and Cæſars, 
but it hath alſo ſurpriſed caſtles and countries : 
nay, What is is that a woman cannot do who 
knows her power ? therefore ſtay not alone in the 
company of a woman truſting to thy own chaſ- 
tity, except thou be more ſtreng than Sampſon, 
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ledge, kept company with Archeneſſa, when ſhe It 


nowred throughout all the world, yet he mot 


Tong 8 hying all Ys other neceſſary affains 


more wiſe than Solomon, or more {holy than Ds. 
vid; for theſe and many more have been overcone in 


by the ſweet enticements of women, as thou ſhah of 


read hereafter. in 
Ariſtippus deſired ſweet meat for his denn and a on 
fair woman for his bed. an 


But, in my mind, he that lays his net to catch 2 * 
fair woman, may chance to fall into the ſnares which an 
are laid for woodcocks : therefore ! do admoniſh fo 
young men, and adviſe old men, and I counſel ſim. MW Ba 
ple men, and warn all men, that they fly from ai to 
wicked woman, as from a peſtilence, or ſhe wil the 
make them flygn the end. a for 

Ariſtotle, for keeping company with a queen of an- 
Athens,, was fain to run away, to fave himſelf from of 
puniſhment, and yet he had dwelt there, and wrote MW Loc 
many books, for the ſpace of-thurty years. hel 

- Again, Sampſon and Hercules for all their the 


great ſtrength and conqueſt of giants and monſters, the 


yet the one yielded his club at Dajanira's feet, and Ml ſhe 
the other revealec his ſtrength to Dalilah, and paid ſee 
his life for his folly. gl 

Plato, for all his great philoſophy and know- pb 


was old, and forſaken by her lovers; for ſhe had 
given herſelf to many in her youth: yet nevertbe- 
leſs Plato fo loved her, that he wrote many verſes 
in commendation of her. 

Alſo Secrates, for his gravity and wiſdom re- 


dearly loved Alphafis, an old overworn firumpet- 
Love kept king Antiochus in Calciai a whole 
winter, for one maid that he fancied there, to his 
great hindrance ; and king Hannibal in Capus a 


2 kice, 
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aide, which was no ſmall hindrance to him; for 
omel in the mean while his enemies invaded a great part 
han of his country. Likewiſe Julius Cæſar continued 


in Alexandria a long ſeaſon, not for the love of 
nd alone, but he luſted after many, to his great infamy 

and diſgrace. The great captain Holefernes, 
ch a whoſe fight made thouſands to quake, loſt his life, 
hich and was ſlain by a woman. Wes not Herod's love 
niſul fo great to a woman, that he cauſed John the 
fm. MW Baptiſt to loſp his head for her ſake? wherefore 
m a to avoid the fight, time is the ſt razor to cut off 
wih the occaſion of the evil which cometh by women; 

for had not Holofernes ſeen the beauty of Judith, 
i of and marked the fineneſs of her foot, he had not 
from! loſt his head by her. If Herod had not ſeen He- 
rodias's daughter dance, he had not raſhly granted 
her St. John the Baptiſt's head. Had Hot Eve ſeen 
the apple, and ſo been tempted by the beauty of 
the ſerpent, who, as our ſchool- men do write, 
ſhewed itſelf like a fair young man; had not ſhe 
ſeen it, I ſay, ſhe had not eaten thereof, to her own 
grief, and many more. By fight the wife of Poti- 
phar was moved to luſt after her ſervant Joſeph. 


ſhe lt is ſaid of Semiramis of Babylon, that after her 
had buſbang's death, ſhe waxed ſo unſatiable in carnal 
-the- {MW uit, that two men at one time could not ſatisfy 


all Perſia grew full of whores: and of one fair 
Rhodolphe in Egypt, who was the firſt noted wo- 
van 1n that country, that at length all the whole 
country became full of ſtrumpets. 

Is it not ſtrange, that the ſeed of one woman 
ould breed ſuch woes unto all men ? woes which 
are perpetually tormenting them day and+nighr 3 
hey will perſuade man out of his reaſon, and 

a fide, - | | | then | 


. 


her deſire, and fo by her unſatiableneſs, at lengtn 
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then exhauſt his ſtrength and treaſure; but, alas! 
ſuch is the ſtate of married men, eſpecially thoſe 
who have yoked themſelves to widows; that dou— 
ble plague of man's lite. the ſubtle thicf, who is 
not content with due benevolence, but takes all 
Opportunities to ſteal away the marrow of a man's 
bones, and ſhorten his days. What thai! I fay for 
or againſt her? or what for or againit him? j will 
cry aloud, and pronounce woes againtt that miſer- 
able wreich that is married to a widow; Er a 
widow will be tne cauſe of a thouſand woes: 
yet there are many that wiſh themſelves no woiſe 
matched than to a rich widow , but thou doſt not 
know what grief thou joineſt with thy gains ; for 
it ſhe be rich, ſhe will to govern, and if the be 
poor, then thou art plagued both with begzary 
and bondz%e : again, the pains will be double, in 
regard of him who marrieth ſuch a one, for thou 
mutt unlearn thy widow, and make her forget her 
former corrupt and difordered behaviour; which 
if you take upon thee to do, thou hadſt e'en as 
good unieriake to waſh a black-moor white: for 
commonly widows are fo froward, fo waſpiſh, 
and fo {ubborn; that thou canſt not wreſt them 
from their wills; and if thou thinkeſt to make 
them good by ſtripes, thou aft it beat her to death. 
* One having married a froward widow, ſhe called 
> him thief, and many other unhappy names; tor 
he took and cut her.tongue out of her head ; but 
ſhe afterwards would make the ſign of the gallows 
with her fingers to him. 

It 1s feldom or never ſeen, that a man VET o 
with a widow for her beauty, or for her perſonage, ati 
but only for the Wealth and riches: if {he be rich Pm 
and beautiful withal, then thou matcheſt iþyſclt 

; [0 


* 
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to a ſhe- devil; for ſhe will go like a peacock, and 
thou like a woodcock; ſhe will hide thy money to 
maintain her pride, and if thowart at any time de- 
> is Mfirovs to be merry in her company, ſhe will fav 
all Wthou art merry becauſe thou haſt a wife that is 
an's Mable to maintain thee, whereas before thou waſt a 
for Wbeggar and hadſt nothing; and if thou ſhew thy= 
will Wiclf ſad, ſhe will ſay thou art fad, becauſe thou 
ſer- canſt not bury her, and thereby enjoy that which 
ra he bath: if thou make proviſion to fare well in 
es: Icy houſe, ſhe will bid thee ſpend that which thou 
2: fe Ibroughteſt thyſelf ; if thouc ſhew thyſelf ſparing, 
not I ſhe will fay thou ſhalt not pinch her of that which 
for Dis her own ; and if thou doſt any thing contrary . 
be io her mind, ſhe will ſay the other huſband was 
ary more kind: if thou chanceſt to dine from home, 
in ſhe will bid thee go ſup with thy harlow abread- 
hon Wit thou goeſt abroad, and ſpend any thing before 
her thou comeſt home, ſhe will ſay, a beggar I found 
nich Ithee, and a beggar thou meaneſt to leave me: if 
as thou ſtay always at home, ſhe will ſay thou art 
for Nhappy thou bat genes wife that is able to main- 
ith, Pain thee idle; if thou carve ber the beſt morſel 
gem Jon the table, though ſhe take it, yet ſhe will take it 
ake Mfcornfully, and ſay, ſhe had a huſband that would, 
let her cut where ſhe liked herſelf ; and if thou 


led Neome in well diſpoſed, thinking to be merry, and 
for Nentreating her with fair words, the will call thee 
but Niſſembling hypocrite, ſaying, thou ſpeakeſt me 


fair with thy tongue, but thy heart is cn thy mi- 
nions abroad. Now theſe are the frantic tricks of 
'eth Howard widows; they are neither well full nor 
ige, aſting; they will neither go to church nor ſtay at 
ich Nome, (I mean in regard LY their impatient minds 
| | | for 
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„ hadſt not marrie 


force, and what 1 hide ſecretly, he privately ftcal- 
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for a man ſhall never be at quict in her fight ng 
out of her ſight ; and if thou be out of her fight, 
thy conſcience will torment and trouble thy mind, 
to think on the purgatory which per force hen 
muſt endure when thou goeſt home. She will 
make clubs trumps when thou haſt never a black 
card in thy band; for with a cruel tongue ſhe 
will ring thee ſuch a peal, that one would think 
the devil was come from hell; befides this, theu 
ſhalt have a branded-ſlut, like a heli-bag, with a 
Fair of paps like a pair of dung-pots, that ſhall 
bring in thy dinner; for thy widow will not truſt 
thee with a wench that is handſome in thy houſe: 


now, if that upon juſt occaſion thou throweft the 


platters at the maid's head, ſeeing the meat brought 
in by ſuch a flut, and fo fluttiſhly drefſed, then 
will the widow take pepper in the noſe, and ſtamp, 
and ſtate, and look four, as if ſhe had been come 
but even from eating of crabs, faying, if thou 
me, thou wovuldſt have been 
glad of the worſt morſe] that is here: then thou 
again replieſt, ſaying, if 1 had not been ſo mac, 
the devil himſelf would not have bad thee : and 
then without cauſe thou blamed her for old age, 
jealouſy, and for hiding her money, and for cor- 
veying away her goods, which thou haſt, bought 


with the diſpleaſure of thy friends, and diſcredit 


to thyſelf, in regard of her tears, then again, ſhe 
on the other fide runneth about to her neighbours, 
and there ſhe thundereth out a thouſand injuries 
that thou deeft her, ſaying my corn he ſendeth 10 
the market, and my cattle be ſendeth to the fair, 
and whatever he openly findeth, he taketh away by 
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th it away, and playeth away all my money at 
ice: lo, thus he conſumeth my ſubſtance, and 
yet hateth my perſon :. no longer than I feed him 
with money can [ enjoy his company: now he has 
his defi:e, he giveth me nothing but crofs anſwers 


and bad uſage; and yet, through pure love, L 


married him with nothing, but now his bad hat- 
bandty is like to ruin me and my children; and 
11 the midſt of this harangue remembers to * of 
her good houſewifery, ſaying, I fit working all day 
at my needle, and he, like a ſpendthrift, runneth 
whorins abroad. Thus they are always {creiching 
debate upon the rack of revenge. 2 
So here is a life, but it is as weariſome as hell: 
for if they kiſs in the morning as friends, yet be- 
fore noon they are ready to throw the houſe out of 
the window. | | e | 
Some affirm, that heaven is won by purgato- 
r7; but, in my opinion, a man can never come 
into a worſe purgatory than to be matched with 
2 froward widow. He that matcheth himſelf 
to a widow and three children, matcheth him- 
ſelf to four thieves, | 
One having married with a widow, it was his 
lack to bury ker, but not before he was fore 


| troubled with her; for afterwards, lying on 


his death-bed, his friends exhorted him to pray 
God that his ſoul might ret in heaven: and 
he aſked them this queſtion, whither, ſaid he, 
do you think my wife is gone? and they an- 
ſwered, no doubt but the is gone to heaven be- 
fore you. He replied, I care not whither I go, 
ſo go not where the is, leſt I meet her, and be 

plagued as formerly. ; 1 
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Another being married to a widow, one day af 
ſermon, heard the preacher ſay, whoſoever will hy 
ſaved, let him take up his croſs and follow ms 
This mad fellow, after ſermon was ended, took 
His wife upon his back, and came to the preache, 
and ſaid, here is my croſs, I am ready to folloy 
thee whither thou wilt. 

Another having married with a widow, wh 
looked like a faint abroad, but was a devil at home, 
a friend of his told him, that he had gotten a good, 
ſtill and quiet wife. Truly, cries he, you are mii 


taken, my ihoe is fair and new, but where it pincts 


eth me you know not. | - 
Another merry companion having married a wi 


dow, and carrying her to France, there ſuddenly 


aroſe a great ſtorm, inſomuch that they were all in 
danger of drowning; the maſter of the ſhip called 
to his men, and bid them throw overboard the 
heavieſt goods in the ſhip: the . Fer man, heat 
ing him ſay ſo, took his widow, deſigning to throv 
her overboard, and being aſked why he did fo, ſaid, 


that he never felt any thing in all nis life ſo heavy 


to him as ſhe had been. | 
Another having married a widow, within a 
while after ſhe went into the garden; and there 


finding her huſbani's ſhirt hanging cloſe by the 


maid's ſinock, went preſently and hanged herfelt, 
out of a jealous conceit of her's. A merry fellow 
aſked the cauſe of it, and being told it was jea- 
louſy, it is a pity, ſaid he, every tree did nut bear 
the ſame fruit. 1585 

By this time you may think I have ſaid enough 
concerning widows ; but the further I run after 


them the further I am from” them, for they are] 


the ſum of the ſeven deadly fins, the friends of 


Satan, 


atan, 
Olle | 
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lay tan, and the gates of hell. Now methinks Thear 


ol if, 
me 

took 
cher, 
alloy 


one ſay, that | ſhould have told them this leſſon 
oner, for phyſic comes too late when the patient 
s dead, and too late cometh advice when there is 
o cure. But I fay, it is better late than never; 
or it may be a warning to make other people wiſe, 
Again, it may be a warning for young men to 
void Juſting after them, which cauſeth youth to 


Why 


oneſrommit ſuch wickedneſs, that ſtamps on your 
300, oceheads everlaſting ſhame and infamy ; and wo- 
mib nen are eaſily wooed, and ſoon won; got by an 


inch Ppple, and loſt by its paring. 
Young wits are foon corrupted; women's bens 
ies breed curious thoughts; and golden gifts ea- 
ly overcome wanton deſires, with changing mo- 
all uſdeſty into paſtimes of vanity, and being once 
alled{eelighted therein, continue in the fame without 
1 theſpepentance ; become only the wonder of the peo- 
hear ple, and misfortune's foot-ball, toſſed up and 
hrowſſkiown the world, with woe upon woe, yea, ten 
ſaid, Whouſand woes will be galloping hard at your heels. 
eavſ ſpa purſue you wherever you ga: for thoſe of 
1 teport cannot {tay long in one place, but rove 
in and wander about the world, and yet ever uafor- 
there tunate, proſpering in nothing: forſaken and caſt 
theout of fall civil company, and full of fear, leſt 
rſelf authority, with the {word of juſtice bar them of 
llow{iberty. Lo, thus your lives are diſpoſed, walking 
jea- like nizht-owls i in i®ifery, and no comfort ſhall be 
bear your friends but only a dear bought repentance 

coming too late. 

ugh Therefore believe, all you unmarried wantons, 
after with grief of mind, that you have thus unluckily 
are made yourſelves neither maids, widows, or wives, 
is of but more e vile than dirt or filth, fit to be {wept into 
aiah, | D 3 1 N the, 
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have thei 


the kennel. O then ſuffer not this world's ple. 


ſute to take from you the good thought of an ho- 


neſt life; but down, down upon your knees, you 
earthly ſerpents, and waſh away- your black ſins 
with the cryſtal tears of true forrow and reper- 
tance: fo that when you go from this enticing 
world, you may be waſhed and cleanſed from thi 
foul leproſy of nature. 

Lo, thus, in remorſe of mind, my tongue has 
uttered to the wantons of the world, the abun- 
dance of my heart's grief, 'which [ have peiceiu- 
ed, by the unſeemly behaviour of inconſtant men 
and women; yet men, for the moſt part, are 
touched with one fault, which is drinking too 
much: but it is ſaid of women, that they have 
two faults, that is, they can neither ſay well, 
nor yet do well. 

For commonly women are the moſt part of the 
forenoon painting themſelves, and curling their 
hair, prying in their glaſs, like apes, to dreſg up 
theinſelves Tike Bartholoinew: babies. Amongt 
men the is accounted a ſlut, who goeth not airy in 
ber dreſs; therefore, if thou wilt pleaſe thy lady. 
thou muit like and love, fae and ſerve; and, in 
ſpendipg, thou mull lay in a load; for they muſt 
maintenance, howfoever thou get it, 
by hook or by crook, out of Judas's bag, or the 
devil's budget: in ſhort, thou muſt withBold 
neither lands nor living, filver wor gold. 

For women will count you a pinch- penny, if 
you be not a prodigal, and a coward, if nat too 
ventureſome: they eſteem nope valiant except 
they be deſperate; if filent a fot, if full of 
words, a fool ; judging all to be clowas, who are 
ot courtlers- 1 


, | N 


S 


plez- 
1 ho» 

you 
t fins 


Female Policy detected. 67 

If thou be clean in thy apparel, they will tern 
thee proud; if mean in garb, a ſloven; if 1all, a 
long thanks ; if ſhort, a dwarf, for they have ripe 


wits and ready tongues, and if they get an inch 


they will claim an el}: ſhe will take thee about the 
neck with one hand, but the other ſhall be diving in 
thy pocket, and if thou let them take it in jeſt, 
they will, if they be not eſpied, keep it in earneſt. 
But if thy pockets grow empty, and thy reve- 


nue will not hold out longer to maintain her pride 


and. bravery, then ſhe preſently ceaſes to make 
much of thy perſon, and will not ttick to ſay, that 
ihe could have beſtowed her love on ſuch a one, 
as would have maintained her like a gentlewo- 


man, fo by this means they weave the web of 


their own woe, and ſpin the thread of their own 
thraldom. If they want, chey will want leaſt, for 
they will cut out of the whole cloth ſo long as the 
piece will hold out. | 

ls not the bee hived for his honey, the ſheep 
kept for his fleece, the ox wrought for profit, the 
fowl plucked for teathers, and the tree grafted to 
bring forth fruit, and the earth tilled to bring 
forth corn? but what labour and coſt thou beſtow- 
eſt on a wor'nan is caſt away, for ſhe will yield 


| thee no profit at all ; when thou haſt done all, and 
given all they can demand, thou ſhalt be ag well- 
rewarded as thoſe men whom Æſop hired for three 


- 


halfpence a day to recite his fables. 


V 


Theſe things being wiſely confidered, what a : 


fol art thou, to bind thyſelf to their bold be- 


haviour, ahd be at their becks and come at their 


calls, and ſell lands to make them ride 15 their 
Bks and lit in their jewels, making gill a\gentle- 
RT woman, 


* 


2 
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woman, not caxing a penny for the fineſt, nor a 
fig for the proudeſt. She muſt be as good as the 
beſt, although ſhe has no more honeſty than to 
ſerve her own turn, ſuffering every man's fingers 
as deep in the diſh as thine are in the platter, and 
every man to angle where thou caſteſt thy hook, 
holding up to all that come; not much unlike a 
barber's chair, that fo ſoon as one knave is out 
another is in; a common, hackney for every one 
that will ride, fand a boat for every one to row 
- in. Now, if thy riches begin to fail, then ſhe 
bids. you good-by, and gives you a ſhort farewel 
in the devil'xname. If things are fo plain, then 
conlider that the houſe where ſuch a one keepeth 
ber reſidence, is more odious with {lander than car- 
rion that infeQts the air. Let them flatter how 
they will, there is no love in them but from the 
teeth outward. I blazon their properties the 
plainer, and give ſtronger reaſons, becauſe I would 
have you loati the Hung trains of ſuch deceitful 
and laſcivious women, I have ſeen a whore thus 
pictured: firſt, a fair young man blind, and in 


his arms a beautiful woman, with one hand in his 


pocket, ſhewing her theft, and a fharp knife in 
her other hand to cut his throat. 

Now, doubtleſs, you may ſay to that, you 
don't know one woman from another, without 
ſome trial, 
for a ſour crab is like a ſweet pippin. 

True it is, the raven is a bird, and the ſwan is 
but a bird : even fo, many women are in ſhape 
ut in e devils, painted coffias with 

4 n IO Carries fair feathers, 
but. 


becaule all women are in ſhape alike ; 


mn 


! : ; 
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but rank fleſh. The herb Moliy bears a flower 

2s white as ſnow, but a root as black as ink. F 
Though women are beautiful, ſhewing pity, yet 

ers iheir hearts are black ſwelling with miſchief , 

nd not much ualike the old trees, whoſe outward 

k, leaves are fair and green, and yet the body pe- 

2 Wriſhed. If you haunt their houſes, 2 will be 

ut Eenamoured, and if you do but hearken to theſe 
ne irens you will be enchanted ; for they will allure 
% ou with amorous glances of uſt, and kill you 
he Nvith hatred. They have dimples in their cheeks 

el Mito deceive, and wrinkles in their brows to betray. 

en WT hey bave eyes to entice, tongues to flatter, em- 

ih bracements to provoke, beckons to recall, lips to 

r- Wenchant, kiſſes io enflame, and means to excuſe 

vw theuſelves. 

ne Ii is very eaſy for hin, that never experienced | 

he himſelf in ſuch a repenting pleaſure, not to. ac- 
id company lewd women, but ſuch as are exercifed 

ul Ma that kind of drudgery, have a continual deſire, 

us and temptation ready at hand: therefore take 

in I beed at firſt, ſuffer not yourſelf to be led away 

is into luſtful folly, for it is eaſier for a young man 

in Por maid to forbear that carnal act, than it is for a, 
(widow, and more eaſy for a widow, than for her 

u, that is married, and hath her huſband wanting. 
it hen take heed again, for there | is nothing got 'by |, 


„ MWvomen but repentance. = 

| Some think that if a woman. ſhile on them, ſhe 
is s over head and ears in love; one mult wear her 
22 [{Wlove, another het garter, another her a of 


h delight ; and another ſhall live and ſpenꝗ on the 

8, poil which ſhe gets from\all the reſt. Then, if 

at au will give your body to the ſurgeon, and 
; your 
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your ſoul to the devil, ſuch women arb lit for your 
purpole. + 

Many creatures of every kind, reſemble wo- 
men in condition; for ſome horſes an unſkilcul ris 


tio 


e i 
det can hardly order; and ſome again, in ſpite of 
great 
the belt rider, Will have a jadiſh trick, Some il 
ami 
hounds by no means will forlake their undertaken 1 
gamggy ſome again, in ſpite of the huntſmen will ＋. 
continually run at random: and ſome men will r 
Real if their hands were bound behind them, and af) 
5 oulc 
ſome will rather ſtarve than ſteal. Even ſo, ſome is p 
women will not be won with ſeven years loving, nd 
| 3 8 | nd 
and ſome will offend with an hour's liberty. . 
Tnerefore if you ſtudy two thouſand years, you er 
will find a woman nothing elſe but a contrariety to Nea. 
zan; and fil! to perſevere in her new fancies, IL... 
and contrary ſorts of behaviour. If therefore all Nyer 
the world were paper, and all the ſea\ ink, and all , 


the trees and plants were pens, and every man in nd 
the world were a writer, yet were they not able 
with all their labour and cunuing, to ſet down all 15 
the 20 deceits of women. 


3 y a 
4 he 1 
— ae: r — 202 2 ener. l. 20, BY eee vill 
a de t! 
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And 


LUT A RCA tells us, that Ninus, the mo-Mhat 
narch of the Aſſy rians, was ſo taken with the il. 
beauty of a woman flave, named Semiramis, and Nom 
was ſo futiouſly enamoured of het, that he married loc 
her, and choſe her before all the ladies of bis ¶ſto 
kingdom: but inſtead of cheriſhing, valuing, or Wer 
eſteeming the - goodneſs and favour of the king, Mo - 
the no ſoorer became a Mamas of his heart and af- 
Eon 


mo- 
3 the 


rried 
F his 
g, or 
king, 
1d at- 
tions, 
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ions, but having obtained by her female de- 
ices, his authority to command throughout the 
empire, and manage for one. whole day the affairs 
f ſtate, the was no ſooner veſted therewith, but 
e inſtantly deprived him, not only of his royal 
greatneſs, bur alſo of his life, with another of his 
amiliar friends, to the intent to reign more ſecure- 

, and exerciſe her cruel tyranny. bs 
The glory of Medea is no leſs cruel : for hav- 
got from Jaſon all that a woman outrageouſly 
ould ſnatch from a man, ſhe contrived againtt 

is poſterity, and againſt the quiet of his family; 
2nd to act the part the better, the learned the ma- 
ic art, to be ſubſervient to her, in the ruin of 
er whom ſhe deemed to be her rival; and to diſ- 
leaſe him who ſhe ſo paſſionately loved. Her 
ruelty was fo great, that ſhe murdered her bro- 
her as a pledge of her impudicity. 
Atalanta, the daughter of Schenus, glorying 
nd triumphing in her beauty, (ſurpaſſing all of 
er age and lex) and ſwifineſs in running, reſolv- 
d with the conſent. of her father, never to mar- 
y any one, but him who ſhould out run her in 
he race; giving this anſwer to all her ſuitors, I 
vill not refuſe to be the wife of the victor, and to 


e the laurel of victory, provided the vanquiſhed 


lie by my own hand, to expiate their raſſineſs. 
ind this bloody contract ſhe ſo ſtrictly obſerved, 
nat, Hippomenes, ſon of Macareus, and grand- 
bild to Neptune, a maſt beautiful young man, 
oming to the courſe, and ſeeing the rivulets of 
plood at the end of the career, was extremely 
ſtoniſned, ſaying within himſelf, is it poſſible 
en ſhould be ſo blinded, to ſeek a woman among 

o many dangers? But whilſt he thus deplered 


th g 
2 >. Aa w F 
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the ſad fate of this miſerable co- rivals. Atalanit 
paſſed by (whom yet he had not ſeen) and when 
he ſaw her glittering like the ſun in beauty, he lif 
up. his hands to heaven, and cried out, {being 
dazzled with fo many miracles) pardon me, gn. 
cious lovers, that I have accuſed you of folly, 
excuſe my indiſcretion, which hath wrongfully 
condemned you, before 1 knew the prize of yout 
race, the merits of that rich recompence which 
animated your hopes. | 
Hippomenes, being thus raviſhed with the beau - 
ty of Atalanta. and being jealous ſome other 
would preſent himſelf before him, reſolved imme- 
diately to hazard his life, as others, and enter the 
lifts, to gather the frpits of love. 
Atalanta, in the interim, ſlighted the beauty, 
nobility, courage and love of Hippomenes, who 
ecpoſed his life for her ſake, ſaid, with an in- 
flexible heart, Why ſhould I value his life, hay 
ing killed ſo many already? let him die fince he 
deſerves it, ſince he will deſtroy himſelf, the death 
of my other ſuitors not being a ſuffi⸗ient warning. 
But ſhall he die for having deſired to live with me! 
Shall he receive no other reward of his love than 
an unjuſt fate? Why ſhould I have a heart fo in- 
human to deſire a victory which will load me 
with the reproaches of his blood, and add more olle. 
my guut ? But amidſt the ſuſpenſes of Atalanta, pun. 
Venus, favouring Hippomenes, gave him threeWe,1, 
beautiful golden apples, which, (having got a li- hic 
the way before her) he let fall one after another, nal 
and whilſt ſhe, ſurpriſed with the luſtre of them eay, 
ſtopped to take them up, he came firſt to the goal Nad! 


* 
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But this good fortune was not laſting : for Ata 
ta continuing her pride, and being 10 notoriouſ- 
ambitious, drew upon her the fierce anger of 
dele, the mother of the gods, (whoſe temple ſhe 
profaned by carnal pollution) who ſtrangely 
tamorphoſed them both, changing Hippomenes 
0 a lion, and Atalanzja into a lioneſs, to live in 
woods and forelts among the beaits, 

[ wijl recite no more, hiſtories, fearing ts offend 
goodneſs of wiſe and diſcreet women, who 
not, without horror, hear ſo much diſcourſe of 

e cruelty of thoſe that diſhonour their ſex. It 
il ſuchce, I ſay, that there are women ſo rigid 
authority, fo exact in their commands, fo punc- 
al in their orders, fo jealous of their. power, 
d ſo imperious in their behaviour, that As it is 
guifite for a wen an to know how to command 
ely, ſo mult the be a woman, that knows rea- 
ly how to obey the laws and orders of women. 
leave themſelves to be their own judges 1n this, 
d only add, that theſe naughty Women haye a 
art ſa vain, a mind fo haughty, and a port fo 
oud and ſtately, that we may well Eines 
hat is written againſt them. | 

And therefore be net too haſty to marry ; for 
dubtleſs if you marry in haſte, you will repent 
leiſure. There are mary troubles, which come 
illoping at the heels of a woman, which many 
dung men beforehand do not think of. The 
orld is not all made of oatmeal; nor is all gold 
hich litters ; ; far a ſmiling countenat Ce is no 


lan 
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folly, 
fully 

yout 
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hay 
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a lit- 


other, Mnall proof af a merry heart; nor as the way to 
* ea ven is not ſt rewed with ru hes, ſo no mere is the 
goal, ale. of eaſe i in a woman's lap. II thou wert a 
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cut off the occaſion which may any ways bri 


as good rice a trotting horſe to the devil, In tb 
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Arpant, or in bondage before, yet w hen you m png it 
15, your 101] is never the nearer ended: But e Heed t 
then, and not before, thou changeſt thy 800 
* life which. thou didit lead before, jn r pect of ff 
married, for a drop of honey, Wich quickkſte « 
proves as bitter as wormwood : and therefore Urach 
better to have two plougbs going than one cradWyery 


and betier a barn filled than a bed: therefaffvery 


You into ſoel's paradiſe. 1 
And firſt of all ſhun ivlenefs ; for idlencf 
the beginner and maintainer of "MY Apply yo 
elf to fome buſineſs; for ſo long as the mind 
body be in action, the love of women is noten 
membered, nor luſt thought upon; but if y 
time is ſpent idly among women, you are like d 
that plays with a bee, and ſec er feels her ii 
than taſtes her honey. Z 
A nan cannot carry fire in his kom, and u 
be burne ng More can he live in love, for it 
A life as weariſome as beil; and he that marie 
a wife matcheth hin, ſelf ta many troubles, 

If you marry @ſtill and quist woman, it mar. 
ſeem as if you rid an ambling horte to bell; bi 
if with one that is forward and unduiet, you h 


I willen 1 4 t be my own carver, but leave it to 
judged of thoſe who have ſeen the troubles, 4 

= the torments; for none are better able mar 
judge of women's qualities, than thoſe who hal 
ſeen and felt them. pro: 

It is ſaid, that a man ſhould eat a buſhel of (a kna 
with one who be means ſhould be his friend, b 
A ic 


/ 


U Mm 
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ng in chooſing a friend, in my mind, you bad 


1 enMecd to eat two buſhels of falt with a woman, be- 
olWre you make her your wife; otherwiſe before 


of Dou have eaten one buſbel, wick her,, you will | 
juice of ten quarters of ſorrow ; and for every: <=; 3 
re itWrachm of pleaſure, an ounce of pain ; and ft 
rad@rery pint of honey, a gallon of gall; and for 
erclarery inch of mirth an ell of miſery. 

Pri | 


In the heginning- a woman's love ſeemeth Je. 
Wohiful, bat endeth in deſtrudtion; therefore he 
net hat truſts the love of a woman, all be as ſure 
 youſhs he that hangs by the leaf of a tree at the latter 


ind Hod of ſummer. „ 

01 of There is a great difference between the ſtanding 

ye pool and running ſtream, though they are both wa- 

ke ers. Of two evils therefore chooſe the leaſt, Ido e 
r flu ot adviſe you to cheoſe theleaſt woman ; for the lit- 2 


tle wopien are as unbappy as the greateſt, and tho“ 
nd their ſtatures are little, yet their hearts are big. | 
r it Speak fair to at}, but truſt none; and fay with 
arlie Diogenes it is too ſoon for a young man, 
One aſked a philoſopher, what the life of a 


it wiEmariied man was; he anſwered, milery ; for he — / 
| ; biin lengers in hopes of fartker joy. And what is 7 
yu halhis ende he ſtill anſwered miſery. 9 5 Wh. 
In ti There are ſix kinds of women, you ſhould 


to take care you match not o; that is, good nor 

s, anfÞÞad, fair nor foul, poor nor rich. For if you 

ble Nmarry one that is good, you may quickly ſpoil 

o ba her, with making too muchꝭof her; for when once 
Iprovender pricks a woman, then ſhe will Frow, 

of ſi i Knaviſh: and if bad, then you muſt ſupport her 

d, bio all her bad acliotts, which will be as Lireſom 

be to you, as if you drew water continually to fil 


\ 


L bottomleſs wb, If ſe be fair, you muſt do. 
"200 2 E 2 nothing 
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the faircſt woman in the world, 
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nothing elk but watch her; and if ſhe be foul; 
who can abide her; if ſhe be rich, then you muſt 


bear her becauſe of her money; and if ſhe be 
Poor you will be forced to maintain her. 


If a woman be never ſo rich in dowry, happy 
in a good name, beautiful of body, ſober of 
countenance, eloquent of ipeech, 
with virtue, yet ſhe has one quality or other 
which ſpoils all ; like a cow that gives good milk, 
but kicks it to the ground, or like men, when they 
ſay ſuch a man is a very fine workman, a good 
ſurgeon, a {kilftul phyſician, and the like; but it 
is a pity he has one fault, which commonly in 
ſome men is drunkenneſs, a very bad quality. 

It is faid of men that they have but one fault, 
but of women two; that is to fay, that can net- 
ther ſay well or do well. There is a ſaying, that 


things far fetched, and dear bought, are moſt ef- 


teenied. The like may be ſaid of a woman, tho 
many of them ars not far fetched, yet they are 
dear bought; ye, ſo dear, that many a man 
cuiſcth bis hard pennyworth: for the pleaſure of 
laſteth but an 
hogey-moon ; that is, till a man hath glucred 
his affections, and reaped the fruits; his plea- 
ſure being paſt, ſotrow and repentance remain 
ſtil! with him. Tierefore to make you the 
ſtronger to ſtrive agaiatt theſe tame ferpants, you 
ſhould have more firings to your bow than one: 
it is the ſafeſt riding with two anchors. , Always 


look before you leap, let you chance to break 
your ſhins . | 
Now the fire is kindled, let us burn the other 
3 2801, and wy return to the w makler in hand. 
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If a woman be never fo comely, think her à 
ounterfeit, never ſo ftraight, think her crooked, 
if ſhe be well ſer, call her a boſs, if ſlender, .a 
walking paring ſhovel, if brown, think wy as 
lack as a crow, if fair, a painted wall, if 
biſhful, think her unmannerly, if merry and 
pleaſant, then ſhe is the more likely to be A 
wanton. 5 85 

But if you be ſuch a fool to ſpend your time and 
treaſure, in loving and delighting a woman, you 
ire like the ſimple Indians, who dreſs themſelves 
nchly when they go to be burned. 8 

But What ſhall J ſay? Some would not give 
their Bable for the Tower of London. He that 
bath been at ſea hath ſeen dangers; and he that 
i married can tell of his own woes; but he that 
was never hurt will never dread fire. Some will 


go to dice, though. they ſee others loſe their 


money at play, and ſome will marry, though 
they beg together. 5 

Some with ſweet words will undermine their 
huſbands, as Dalilah did Sampſon; and ſome with 
chiding and brawling are made weary of che 
world, as Socrates, and others. Socrates, when 
his wife did chide and brawl, would go out of 
the bouſe till all was quiet again; but becauſe 
be would not ſcold with her, it vexed her the 
more. For on a time, ſhe priyately watched his 
going out, and threw the chamher- pot out of the 
window upon his head: Ha, ha, cried he. I 
thought after all this thunder, there would be 


ſome rain o | : : * 
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Hiſtory makes mention of one Anniaus, who 
invited a friend of his to ſupper, but when be 
came home, he ſound his wite ſcolding with her 
maids, whereat his gueſt was very much diſcon- 
Anninus turning to him, ſaid, Good 
Lord] how impatient art thou? | have' ſuffered 
her theſe twenty years, and canſt not thou abide 
her two hours? By which means he made his wiſe 


lea ve off ſoolding, and laugh out the matter. 


Dion tells us, That Mark Anthony having 
cauſed the head of Cicero, the wonder of the Ro- 
man orators, and his ſworn enemy, to be brought 
betore him, laid it on a table, to feed and glut his 
8 ht c ving ſo done, bid 
ic be taken away. But his wife, to ſhew the ha- 


tred ſhe had conceived againſt this father of elo- 


quence, taking his head between her hands, ſpit 
on the face, belching out imprecatzons and re- 
proaches; and withal, having pulled out his 
1 it through with pins and 
till ſhe had fatisfied her cruelty. 

But yet ſee a more deteſtable relation. Bandel, 
in his tragical hiſtories, reports; that a Spaniſh la- 
dy, named Violenta, a name agreeable to her na- 
ture, finding herfelf deceived by a chevalier, 
whoſe name was Diego, under the pretence of 
marriage, whilſt he had cfpouſed another, did 


with her allurements, ſo far prevail with bim as 


to draw him one night to her koufe, pretending 
ſhe would be at his diſcretion, only deſiring that 


the might have the reſpiie a while to ſleep away 
that trouble, and the former diſcontent between 
them, and that in the.mean while, he would be 
pleaſed to regoſe himſelt. 
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No ſooner was poor Diego fallen aſleep, but ſhes 


Jaſiſted by her maids, ſtrangled him, and not being 


ſatisfied therewith, gave him five or Tix ſtabs witk 

a poinard, as an addition to her revenge; then ſhe 

pulled out his eyes, and bis tongue, and having 

opened his breaſt, tore his heat, and afterwards ſo 

mangled his body, that no one could know one 

part from the other; and for a concluſion, to ful- 

fl her inhuman cruelty, the threw hin out off the 

window upon the ſtones below. The paſſengers 
were amazed and tertifed at this pitiful and disfi- 

eured ſpectacle, but recolle&ing theniſelves, exa=" 
nined this lady, who confeiſed the crime, Where- 
upon juſtice ſoon appointgd a puniſhment worthy 

of her crime, which was accordingl / executed un- 

on her, and her wicked confederates. in the preſence 

of the duke of Calabria, ſon to king Frederick of 

Arrogon. | 


A barbarous inftance of a bloody implacable 


Ll 


revenge, too frequent, and peculiar only to trca- 


cherous women! 


__ a | E 3 
There is no woman, but either has & long 


tongue, er a longing tooth, and they are very ill 
neighbours when they dwell together 5 for the 
one will lighten the purſe, if it be ſtill pleaſed, 
and the other will awake thee from ſl-ep, if it be 
Not charmed. All men, by beaſts, are made tame. 
but a woman's tongue will never be tame, it is 
bur a ſmall thing, and ſeldom ſeen, but is often 
heard, to the terror and utter confufion of many 


2 man: Therefore, as a ſharp bit curbs an unruly 
; horſe, even fo a curſt woman muſt be very roughly 


uſd. But if women would hold their tongues, 
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the men would many times hold their hands. 
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And as the beſt metal blade is mixed with iron; 
even ſo the beſt women are not free from - faults, 
The fineſt garden is not free from weeds, noTnore 
is the beft nor faireſt woman from ill deeds. 
Truft not a fecret with a woman, for the more 
you charge her to keep cloſe, the more ſhe. will 
ſeem, as it were, to be with child, till ſhe bas re- 
vealed it among her goſſips: yet if you queſtion 
her ſecrecy, ſhe will be angry and cry, I am not 
ſuch a light houſewife of my tongue, as they 
whoſe ſecrets lie at their tongue's end, which fly 
abroad as ſoon as they open their mouths ; there- 
fore you need not fear telling me your ſecrets, for 
J never was guilty of a flip of the tongue in my 
life. Nay, the will not flick to ſwear, that ſhe 
will tread it under foot, or bury it under a ſtone, 
Vet for all this, believe her not ; for every woman 
hath one particular goſſip at leaſt, which ſhe loves 


and affects above the reſt, and to her ſhe runs with 
all the ſecrets the can get. 


There is a hiſtory which mentions one Lyasz 


whom king Amaſis commanded to go into the mar- 
ket, and to buy the beſt and moſt profitable meat 
he could get-; and lo, he bought nothing but 
"tongues. The king aſked him why he bought no 


other meat: he anſwered; I was commanded to 


buy the beſt meat, and from the tongue come ma- 
ny good profitable ſpeeches. Then the king ſent 
him again, and bid him buy the worft and leaſt 
profitable meat, and he likewiſe bought nothing 
but tongues. The king again aſked him the rea- 
ton. Fr rom nothing, cried he, cometh worſc ve- 
nom than from the tongue, And ſuch 5 
moſt woꝛnen have. 
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Further, marry not for beauty, without virtue; 
nor chooſe for riches witheut good conditions. So- 
jomon, among many other notable ſentences fit for 
this purpoſe, ſaith, that a fair woman, without 
diſcreet manners, is like a gold ring in a ſwine's 
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ſnout. And if you marry for wealth, then your 
wife will many, times fling it in your dith, and ſay, 
of a beggar lhe made you a man. And if you 
marry for beauty and above your calling, you muſt 
not only bear with her folly, but with many un- 
happy ſpeeches ; for the will ſay, ſhe was blind 
in having thee, for ſhe might have had captain 
ſuch-a-one, or this gentleman, or that, or the 
other. So that you will never need to aſk a bad 
word of her for ſeven years, for ſhe will give you 
enough without aſkiay. Beſides, 1 fear you will 
he better headed than wedded, for the will make 
ou wear an ox's feather in your hat. 

He that hath a fair wife will venture on 4 
thouſand infamies, only! in hopes to keep her in 
the Rate of an honeſt woman; but if the be ill 
given, do What you can, break your heart, and 
bend your ſtudy never ſo much, yet all will not 
ſerve, you may let her go all hours in the night, 
the will never meer with any worſe than herlelt, 
except ſhe meets with the devil himſelf. 

Therefore, yet, once more I adviſe thee in the 
choice of a wiſe, to have a ſpecial regard to her 
ca and conditions, bef:re you ſhake hands 

or jump a match with her. Inquire alſo, and 
mark the life and converſation of her parents: 
Let the old proverb put you in mind, that an ill 
bird Tays an ill egg; the cat will after ber kind; 
an ill tree, canndt bring forth good fruit; the 
young cock crows after the vi one; it is a rare 

5 E "> matter 


— 
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matter to ſee children tread out, of the paths 
of their parents. He that comes into a fair to 
buy a horſe, will ſearch every part to fee whether 
he be found of wind and limbs, and whether 
he be rid hard, well paced; and: has all the marks 
of a good horſe to outward appearance; yet for 
all bis ſkill, he may be deceived in his bargain; 


but if he prove a jade, us ny put him away at 


the next fair. : 

But it 1n Choice of: a wife you be deceived, as 
many men are,” you” mult. ſtand to your word, 
which you made before the waole parith, which 


was, l'o take her better for worſe; for there 


is no refuling ; the w ili ftick to you as faſt as a 
: ſaddle to a Borte s back; and if ſhe be froward!y 
given, then ſhe will vex you uight and day 
Among the quieteſt couples that are, bouſhold 
Jars will ariſe ; but yet ſuch quarrels, which hap- 
pen in the day, are oſten paciſied with kiſſes by 
night: But if it be not ſo ended, their ſtrife will 
go forward like a carriage that is drawn by 8 
hories tail to tail. And if ſhe cannot revenge 
herſelf with ber tongue or hands, nor by convey- 
ing away Tour goods, yet ſhe vill wound you pri- 


varcly : Por if you ffirike her with your ſword, the | 


will {mite you wür the ſcabbatd. Chooſe not the 
rapier by its ringing, nor the wife by her ſinging, 
for if you do, yeu may be deceived in both: For 
your rapier may prove naught, and your wife 
__— 

Now if you aſk me how you ſhould chooſe a 


- wife; 1 anſwer, you have the whole world to 


make your choice ia, and yet you may be de- 
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are ſlender and ſmall ; 
of money, ſuch a wench would make hiv1 a beg- 
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An ancient father being aſked by a ſober young 
man, how he ſhould chooſe a wite? He anſwered 


— * _ 


1 3j 


When you ſee a flock of mariens toge- 
ther run blindfold among them, and whoever you 
earch let her be your wife. The young man told 
him, that if he did ſo he might' be deceived. 8 


you may, cried the old man, if your eyes were 
open, for in the choice of a wife, you must not 


truſt your own eyes. 
She may ſeem good, whoſe waiſt and fingers. 
but if a man had a mint 


gar; therefore this is no bargain for you. | 
Bur hark a little farther; the beſt time for a _ 
young man to marry is at the age of tweniy-five,. 
and ther take a wife at the age of ſeventeen. years 
or thereabouts, rather a maic than a widow ; for the 
widow is framed to the conditions of another man, 
and can hardly be altered; ſo that your pains will 


be doubled: For you muſt unlearn a wilow, and 


make her forget and forſake her former ill practices 
and behaviour, which is hard to be done. But a 
young woman of tender years is flexible and bend- 
ing, obedient, ready to do any thing according to 
the will and ple eaſufe of her huſband. | 
If you have an eſtate, marry near home; but 
if poor, marry to better yourſelf; after inquiry. 
made of her wealth and condition, go far off, and 
diſpatch it quickly, for no doubt but taltling 
ſpeeches, which in. theſe caſes commonly run 
bet wixt parties, will break it off, and even when it is 


come to the upſhot; but as I have already ſaid, 
before you put your foot out of doors, make diſh 
gent Wr of ber behaviour; for by the mar- 


E 
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; ket people you ſhall hear how the market goeth. 
By inquiry ycu ſhall hear whether ſhe be wiſe, 
| virtuous, and kind, dreſſing. herielf according to 
her father's eſtate; or whether ſhe delights to 
keep houſe, and ſee that the ſervants do their bu- 
ſineſs; or whether ſhe is extravagant, or frugal, 
and comented with what God has given her. Such 
a wife choſen, anſwering theſe good qualities, Cer- 
tainly muſt needs make you a happy man 1n your 
Choice. . 

Though moſt happen on deviliſh and unhappy 
women, yet all do not ſo; and fuch as happen ill, 
it is a Caution to make them wiſe, if. they ma ke a 
ſecond choice. Not that all others ſhall have the 
like fortune; the ſun ſhining upon the good and 
bad ; and wany a man happens ſooner upon a 
ſcold than a patient wife. 

Some thrive by dicing, but not one in an * 
dred ; therefore dicing is ill huſbandry.” Some few 
| thrive by marria ge, and yet moſt are undone by 
it; for marriage is Either the making or marring 
of many men. And yet I wili not ſay but amongtt 
duſt there arc pearls found, and in hard rocks dia- 
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for many other qualities. 


Suſannah allo, for her chaſtity, and for creeping 
on her knees to pleaſe her huſband. 


But there are hiſtories which make mention 
of many others; and that of Demetrius, how that 


her huſband's de. 
Likewiie 


monds of great vue; and ſo among a great mul- 


Sarah is commended for the great love The bear 
ber huſband ; not only for callipg him lord, but. 


ſhe was contented to run often like a tootman by 
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octh' ll Likewiſe Lucretia, for the love and duty ſhe 
wiſe bore to her huſband. Being unkiadly uſed by an 
g to unchaſte lecher againſt her will, ſhe preſently flew r 
is to herſelf 1 in the preſence of many, rather than ſhe 
bu- would offer her body again to her buſband, being 
gal, but once defiled. 
zuch ! It is recorded of an earl, called Ga that 
cer- vpon the king's diſpleaſure he was committed to 
your priſon; and his wife having liberty to viſit him 

there, on a time ſhe cauſed him to put off his ap- 
Prof parel, and put on hers, and ſo by that means 
ill, got by the porter, and fhe remained in priſon: fo 
ke a that by this ſcheme he eſcaped the angry 
the | rage of his prince, and afterwards bis wife was 
and | delivered 51 Wa 


n a Likewiſe it was no ſipall love that Atomic ia hear 
5 to her huſband ; for after his death ſhe built him 
vn- | a famous ſepulchre, and beſtowed the greateſt 
ew part of her riches' thereon, that to this day it is 
by called one of the {even wondets of the world. 
ing ' Aifo Pliny makes mention of a fitherman that 
2tt dwelt near the ſeasſide, who fell ſick of an incuras 
ja- ble diſeaſe, by which means he endured ſuch tors? 
ul ment and palin, that it would have grieved any 
: creature to behold him. His careful and loving ; 
ar wife laboured and travelled far and near to pro- 
ut cute his bealth agam; but at laſt, ſeeing all means 
7 in vain, ſhe broke out with hit 5 theſe words, 
E Death at one time or other will come; · and theres. 
fore, rather than any longer you ſhould endure 
N this miſerable life, 1 am contented that both of us 
at prevent death before it comes. So this poor ſick 
7 man did yield to her counſel; and they went both | 
| to the top of a high rock, and there this woman 
0 5 herſelf falt to her hulband, apd from thence 
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cafling themſelves down, both ended their lives 
together _ 
Now I do not commend this death to be goodly, 


though it ſhewed. great love in the woman. 
No doubt but that king Darius had a very kind 


and loving wife, as hall appear. For when Alex- 


ander the great, had deprived him of the great- 
eſt part of his kingdom, yet he bore it very patient- 
ly. with a valiant and minly courage, and with- 
out any ſhew of outward grief at all; but when 
news was brought him that his wife was dead. he 
moſt grievoufly broke out into tears, aud wept 
bitterly, ſaying, That the löſs of his whole king- 


dom could not have grieved him ſo much as the 


death of his wife. 

It is alfo recorded of Alexander, that at the 
death of his wife, he made ſuch a piteous, ſorrow- 
ful complaint for her, ſaying, death were kind if 
he took nothing but that which offended; but he 
hath taken her away which never offended: O 


_ death! thou haſt taken Way dom. me the better 


Parr of my life. 

It is ſaid of Valerius Maximus. that 'on a time 
finding two ſerpants in his bed-chamber, being 
rangely ſurpriſed at it, he demanded of the ſooth- 

ſayers what it meant? they anſwered him, that of 


\  nece{ſity he muſt kill one of then; and if he killed 
the male, then he ſhould die firſt : and if be killed 
the female, then his wife ſhould die firſt : and be- 


cauſe he loved his wife beiter than himfelf, he 
made choice of the male, and killed him: and“ 
ſhortly after he died, leaving his wife a widow. 
Such a kind animal to his wife was Adam, for 
he was forbidden 9n paia ct death to eat of ths tree 


8 
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of good and evil, yet for all that, Adam, to gra” 
fy his wite's kindneſs, and for the love he bare 
to her, refuſed not to hazard bis life by. breach of 
that commandment. 

ut becauſe of all things there is 5 ni 
which ſhews the difference between the good and 
the bad, even ſo, of- both men and women there 
are contrary forts of behaviour, If in your choice 
you happen on a good wife, there 1s a proverb 


5 K * 
\ © + 


| which faith, ſeldom comes a better, and there is 
none poorer than thoſe who have a good many 


wives. You may bear a good affection io your wife 
and yet not let her know it: you may love her 
well and not carry her on your back. A man may 


love his houſe well, and not ride on the ridge. * 


Love your wiſe, an4 ſpeak her fair, tho' you but 
Aatter her; for women love to be thouglit beautiful 
and to be miſtreſs of many ſervants, and to live 
without controul; and kind words as much pleaſe a 
woman as any other thing whatſoever: and a man's 
chief deſire fhould be firit the grace of God, 2 
quiet life, and an honeſt wife, a good report, and a 
friend in ſtore; and what more can a man deſire. 

St. Paul faith, that thoſe that marry do wells 
but he alſo ſaith, thoſe who marry not do beiter? 
yet he alſo ſaith, that it is beuer to marry than a 
to burn in luſt. | 

A merry companion being af{:d by his bien: 
why he did not marry ; be made this anſwer, and 


ſaid, that he had been ia Bedlam two, or three 


times, and yet he never was ſo mad as to marry. 
And yet there is no joy nor pleaſure in the world 
to be compared 1o marriage, provided the parties 


are near of equal years and good qualities; 


- than 
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then good "and bad fortune is welcome to them, 
both their cares and joys ate alike, all is common 
betwixt them; che huſband doth honour and re- 
ſpect her. If he be rich, he commits all his goods 
to her keeping; 3 and if he be pobr, and in trouble, 
then he bears but one half of the grief; and ſhe , 


will endeavour to comfort him, as much as in 


er 
lies 


If he will ſtay at home ſhe will bear him 


company; and if he will walk abioad, ſhe will be 


free to go with him; and it he be abſent, ſhe 
longs for his company; and when he comes 

me, receives him Wich ſatisfaction 
looks. 

Many are the felicities and comforts in ſuch a 
majriage, as in the cbildren, being young, when 
they play, pratile, laugh, and thew us many pret- 
ty toys, to move us to mirch and laughter: And 


when they are grown older. and that age and po- 


verty afflicts their parents, then, having grace, 
they ſhew the duty of children, in relieving them, 


and when their parents die, they decently bring 
them with teats to the grave. 


But, on the other hand, conſider when a wrin- 
kled toothleſs woman ſhall marry a beardleſs boy, 
there can be no love between ſuch a couple, but 
continual ſtrife and debate. 


' The ſame may be ſaid, when matches are 


made by parents, and the portion paid before 


the young couple have any knowledge of it, and 


fo many times are forced againſt their wills, fear- 


jag the rigour and diſpleaſure of their patents; 


and often promiſe with their mouths, but refuſe 
with their hearts. | 


* Chooſe not a wife too fair, nor too foul, nor tos 
nich; for it The be fair, then every body will be 
ſs" » Ba - Catching 


in her. 


tatchit 
have Nn 
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catching at her; and if ſhe be ugly you will 
have no mind to love her; and if too rich, the 
will prove an inſulting miſtreſs ; ſo that riches 
cauſe a woman to be proud, beauty makes her to 

| I | 


be hated. i 1215 
Therefore chooſe a young wife, well edacat- 


Jed, reaſonably rich, and indifferently beautiful, 


and of a good wit and capacity. | 
Alſo, in choice of a wife, a man ſhould ob- 
ſer ve the honeſty of her parents; for it is likely 
that thoſe children, who are virtuouſly brought 
up will follow the ſleps of their parents, yet 
many a tree is ſpoiled in the hewing. Some there 
are who have only one daughter, and are fo blind- 
ed with exceſlive love to her, that they will. not 


debar her of any thing the deſires, but ſuffer ber 


to live and rake her pleaſure in luxury and wan=- 
tonneſs ; which afterwards too often is the cauſe 
of many inconveniencies and miſchiefs. 3 

Now, the father, before he marrieth his daugh- 


ter, is to fift thoroughly the qualities, behaviour, 


and life of his fon in-law ; he who meets with 
a civil, honeſt inan, gets a good {on-1n-law ; bur 
he who meets with the contrary, calts away his 
daughter. N „ 

A man ſhould eſteem his wile as the only trea- 
ſure he enjoys on earth: And that there is no- 
thing more due to her than the faithful, honeſt, 
and loving company of her huſband. | 

If you eſpy a fault in your wife, you mult not. 

reſently fly into a paſſion, but check her private- 
ly; always remembering that you mult neither 
chide nor play with»ygur wife before company. 
They that play with their wives in publick, fer 

Fe 7 e 0 other 
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5 - then-g00d and bad fortune is welcome to them, 
both their cares and joys are alike, all is common 
betwixt them; the huſband doth honour and re- 
| ſpect her. If he be rich, he commits all his goods 
to her keeping; and if he be pobr, and in trouble, 


then he bears buf one halt of the grief; and ſhe, 


will endeavour to comfort him, as much as in bet 
lies- If he will ſtay at home ſhe will bear him 


company; and if he will walk abioad, ſhe will be. 


free to go with him and if he be abſent, the 
longs for his conipany; and when he comes 
home, receives hit with ſatisfaction in her 
looks. . | ; 


Many are the felicities and comforts in ſuch a 
majriage, as in the children, being young, when 


they play, pratile, laugh, and thew us many pret- 
ty toxs, to move us to Mitth and laughter: And 
when they are grown older. and that age and po- 
verty afflicts their parents, then, having grace, 
they thew the duty of children, in relieving them, 
and when their parents die, they decently bring 
them with tears to the grave. 
But, oh the other hand, conſider when a wrin- 
kled tootHleſs woman ſhall marry a beardleſs boy, 
there can be no love between ſuch a couple, but 
continual ſtrife and debate. | | 
The ſame may be ſaid, when matches are 
made by parents, and the. portion paid before 
the young couple have any knowledge cf, it, and 


\, fo many times are forced againſt their wills, fear- 


ing the rigour and diſpleaſure of their parents; 
and often promiſe with their mouths, but refuſe 
with their hearts. | 

* Chooſe not a wife too fair, nor too foul, nor too 
zich; for if ſhe be fair, then every body will be 
3d 9 155 45 Be OY re Caiching 
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Female Policy detefled, 29 
catching at her; and if ſhe be ugly you will 
have no mind to love her; and if too rich, the 
will prove an inſulting miſtreſs ;/ ſo that riches 
cauſe a woman to be proud, beauty makes her t9 


be hated. „ ; | 
Therefore chooſe a young wife, well educat- 


ed, reaſonably rich, and indifferently beautiful, 


and of a good wit and capacity. 

Alſo, in choice of a wife, a man ſhould ob- 
ſerve the honeſty of her parents; for it is likely 
that thoſe children, who are virtuouſly brought 
up will follow the ſteps of their parents, yet 
many a tree is ſpoiled in the hewing. Some there 


are who haye only one daughter, and are fo blind- 


ed with exceſſive love to her, that they will not 
debar her of any thing ſhe deſires, but ſuffer her 
to live and take ber pleaſure in luxury and wan=- 
tonneſs; which afterwards too often is the cauſe 
af many inconveniencies and miſchiefs. ; 
Now, the father, before he marrieth his daugh- - 
ter, is to fift -hoqroughly the qualities, behaviour, 
and life of his fon in-law ; he who meets with 
a civil, honeſt man, gets a good ſon-in-law ; bur 
he who meets with the contrary, calts away his 
daughter, 7 | „ : 
A man ſhould eſteem his wile as the only trea- 
ſure he enjoys on earth: And that there is no- 
thing more due to her than the faithful, honeſt, 
and loving company of her huſband. 
If you eſpy a fault in your wife, you muſt not 
reſently fly into a paſſion, but check her private- 
ly ; always remembering that you mult neither 
chide nor play with your wite before company. 
They that play with their wives in publick, * 
„ As other 
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. ; F N 
other men's teeth on edge, and make the woman fe 
confident. . 


It eis highly neceſſary a married man ſhould 45 
ſhew himſelf affable and courteous to his wife; ſuch 
for a modeſt woman diſcovering an ill temper N houf 
in her huſband, not only loaths it, but believes I not 
that other men are better educated, and conſe- N pe 
quently more agreeable. 2 Þ abiy 

wo:ran ought to preferve her reputation by Bl 4 
flying the convertation ef thoſe who have got bad IN that 
names. She ought to carry herſelf ſtrict in com- give 
pany, that no man may preſume to attack her, I fer. 
Therefore, if a woman ſhould at any time beſet I i 
upon, let her anſwer thus: when I was a maid, | jad 


vas at the diſpoſition of my parents; but now ! 
am married, | am at the pleaſure of my huſband; Ia f 
therefore you had beſt ſpeak co bim, and kuow 


his mind what I ſhall do. And if her huſband I © 
be out of the way, let her always behave herſelf the 
as if he were preſent. | = Wok 
A woman, if her huſb ind be paſſionate and I gt 
haſty, mult endeavour to pacify him with mil as 
and gentle expreſſions; and if he chide, let her 1 


be filent, for the anſwer of a wiſe woman is ſi- 
lence. Let herwot teil her mind till his paſſion is 
over; for if women many times would hold their 
: tongues, as it is their duty, they might be more 
At Quiet. f 5 . 
There was an angry couple married together, 
and a friend being with them at ſupper, aſked thei 
how they could agree together, being both ſo pee- 
viſh and for ward? The good man made him this 
anſwer, when I am angry my wife beareth with 
me; and when ſhe is angry, I bear with her. 5 
8 | | | e 
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He that meets with a careful, painful womans 
that knoweth_wher to ſpend, and when to ſpare» 
to keep the houſe in good order, muſt not deny 
ſuch a wife any neceſſary thing belonging i the 
houſe: but if ſhe be a light houſewife, who cares 
not for her huſband, children, or ſervants, or any 
other belongięg to the houſe, the man may reaſon- 
ably prevent her from waſt ing his eſtate. 5 

They ought to be reſtrained in this matter, and 
that man ought to be ridiculed above all men, that 
gives it out of his power to prevent his wife's tranſ- 
ferring his goods to ſtrangers : for an idle woman” 


vill wander abroad, anda little importunity will 
1aduce her to pawn her huſband's property. 


Having thus far proceeded in giving my reader 
a full view of the vices, miſchiefs, and miſeries, 
attending that part of the female ſex, whoſe lewd 


and detettable lives have, fince the fall, rendered 


the reſt of the world miſerable: let me now, to 


\ Cloſe all, entertain you with an innocent and pro- 


fitable diſcourſe, of uſe to both ſexes, which was 
delivered at a wedding ſome time fince, and is 
as follows. „ ä 


A Good 
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Prov. xviti. 2 4 


He that findeth a wife findeth good, and obtaineth I wi 
| favour of God, W. 


N theſe words of king Solomon, we may, my 
_beldyed, obſerve that the wiſdom of God, there- ” 
in Intimates to us theſe five particulars, viz. * 
J. The party commended, a wife. * 
0: 
e 
b 


0: The coinmendation which is given her, 
good. 


III. The means of compaſſing 12 by ſeeking, | 
implied in the word, findeth. 


40. The, principal donor, or giver of her, 
| 


LV. The name and quality of the gift, a fa- 
your 4 
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7 For the firſt of them, a wife. Some may ſay 

„ what is a wife, or every woman then, ſuch as Sos 

7 lomon here faith? Yes, doth not the ſame Solo- 

mos himſelf elſewhere ſay, that a wife there is 

that pulleth dowa the houſe; that is, not a corro- 

five at her huſband's fide, but a Corrup'ion in the 

bones; or like a continual dropping in a rainy day, 

5 that makes a man weary of his home, and either 

1 * drives him out of doors, or will not ſuffer him to 

2 Brkt within; and that it is better for a man to dwell 

Ion the houſe top, expoſed to wind and weather, 
or to live in he wilderneſs among the wild beaſts, 

than to keep houſe with ſuch a one. 

To tbis there are various anſwers given. £ 

d. For firſt, ſome ſay, that a wife, ſo long as ſhe 

R continueth a wife, that is, ſo long as the is not dif- 

. Joyal, but is honeſt, as we fay, of her body, tho?” 

I ſhe be never ſo contentious, unquict, or inconve- 

nient otherwiſe, is to he eſteemed as a benefit. As 

a bad magiſtrate, ſay they, is yet better than 

none; (better tyranny than anarchy) ſo a bad 

th wife is better than none al all, but this is not 


warrantable. 
iy | Bur firſt it were a very ſorry commendation ofa : 
e wite to\fay, better ſuch a one than none at all. 


W hat manner of good call you that, faith Jerom, 
and before him Tertpllian, that is not deemed 

7 or termed good, but in compariſon of ſome great- 
er evil? That is, *not good, to ſpenk properly, 

7 but leſs evil only. 

| Again, when Solomon faith, that it is better to 
ö live on the houſe-rop, or abroad in the wide wil- 
derneſs, than with luch an one, he plainly impli- 
- eth, that (as Sophocles ſpeaketh ol ſome fliends) 
14 
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it is much better to be without ber than with her; 
to live ſolitary than to hve with ſuch. 

So that the point of inſtruction Which we ob 
ſerve from hence is, That ſhe that is not a good 
Wife, is as good us no wife. 

count that no dowry, faid one, that is com. 
monly fo called; nor doth the ſpirit of God count 
her a wile though ſhe be uſually ſo reckoned, 
where plety, honeſty, ſobriety, modeſty, and wiſ- 
dom are wantitg; a bad wife is no wife in God's 
account, and not without good caufe. 

For the is but a ſhadow without ſubſtance, and 
title without truth. She beareth the name, but doth 
not the werk of a wife: for what is a wife but a 
woman given to man to help and comfort him? 

But as che father of a fool ſhall have no joy of 
him : fo the huſband of a bad or fooliſh woman is 
like to have littlejoy, help, or comfort of her, 
And how is the. a comforter that yieldeth no com» 
fort? How an helper, that affords no nelp? They 
are friends in name, ſaith one, but not in deed 
that ilicketh- not by a man, but. fail him when he 
ſtandeth in need of them: ſo is ſhe a wife in 
\:yame, but net in deed, that affordeth not her 
buſband that help and comfort that a wife ought, 
and that at firſt the was deſigned for, 

That woman may well be termed an idle wife, 
"that beareth the name of a wife, ang futeth in the 
houſe like the image of a- wife, but doth net part 
of the duty or office of ſuch an one. Surely, as 
St. James ſaith, that faith, without frnits is life» 
jeſs and dead, as a body without breath; ſuch 


faith is no faith indeed, but a mere carcaſs of 
faith; ſoa wife without works, 


the that begreri 
. | | a wite's 
s VP % 
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4 Wife indeed. 93 


5 wiſe name, and doth not a wiſes work, is no 
wife indeed, but a lifeleſs image of a wife, er 
(as Lamech's ſecond wifes name importeth) a4 
fladow of ſuch an one. 

And if the be ſo that performeth not the office 
of a wiſe, what is ſhe then that. doth the contrary'? - 
who when ſhe ſhould be art helper, proveth an hin- 

derer, in the beſt things eſpecially ; like the friend 
thot proveth a foe, when he ſhould thew himſelf a 
friend, when he ſhould be a comfort, proves a croſs, 
ſhe that was made and or- 
uained for men's ſpecial good, croffes the end of her 
own cteation, and God's ordinance therein, proveth 
the means of his great evil ; like the Seribes and 
Phatiſces that ſat in Moſes's chair, profeſſing them- 
ſelves to the paſtor's of God's people, but, as our 
day iour telleth them, were indeed thieves, and rob- 
bers, and murderers of them; wolves, either in 
ſhepherd's weeds, or in ſheep's cloathing ; ſuch as 
t only fed not, but killed and deſtroyed thoſe hom 
they ought to have fed and ſaved. And cettainly. the 
good wife-is-not fo great a blefiing, but the bad is 
2s great a Croſs _ No greater contifort under the ſun. 

than the one, ncr Yiſcomfort than the otle. 


Tea, thofe artificial and equivocal limbs, tho* Fob 

they be not proper parts, nor ſtand the body in 
much ſtead, yetare they rather helpful, than hurts ,- 2 
ful, or harmful in any way to it , they help to 
upply a place deſective, that would otherwiſe 


ſtand vacant, and by ſupplying it, to conceal in 
part ſuch blemiſhes, a as Wcuid otherwiſe 112 more 
open to the eyes of others. But with a bad wife, 

an indifcreet woman, it is far worſe. She not on- 


iy ſtandeth her kuſband in no Read, but ſhe iy 2 
| ny g ore 


* 
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ſore burden and a foul blemiſh, and not an eye. 
ſore only, but an heart ſore to ig that hath her, 
She ſhamerh him, faith Solomon, and is a rotten- 
. nels in his bones. | 
And ſhe may therefore be, compared rather to 
a wart or a wen, ſeated on ſome. confpicuous 
part (as ointment in the band that cannot be con- 
NIN which as it is no benefit, ſo it is à ble. 
put to the body: or to a wolf, a cancer that con- 
umeth the fleſh, waſteth the vital parts, and eat- 
eth even to the very heart. For no ſorer ulcer 
than a bad friend, in Sophocles's judgment, ot 
than a bad wife in Solomon's account. * 
Now this point then may ſerve, firſt for exa- 
mination. For women hereby to examine them- 
' ſelves, whether they be wives or no. But what 
needs that, may ſome ſay: it is well enough 
 knawn already, that we are wives and married 
women. We were contracted betore company, 
and married openly in the face of the congregati- 
on; all ceremonies and circumſtances obſerved 
that could be required, or are ufual in ſuch caſes 
aad the church book where we were married will 
teſtify as 1auch. 
I anfwer, all may be, and yoe thou no wife 
for all that. A married woman thou mayef be, 
and yet no wife; for tho thou wert contracted 
before a thouſand: witneſſes, and married publick- 
ly in a moſt frequent and ſolemn aſſembly, not by 
the hand of an ordinary miniſter, but by a biſhop, 
or arch-bithop, no rite or ceremony omitted, ei- 
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thy huſband have not the gagd of thee, that God 
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a Wife indeed, e 
her. But bow may a woman know then whether ſhe 
ten- e a wife or no? 245 | | 
[ anſwer, read over the rules that St Peter, or 
. Paul, preſcribed to married women. and ex- 
mine thyſelf by them. Read over the deſcription . 
bat Solomon's mother maketh of a good wiſe, 
nd compare thyſelf with it. There is ſet down 
pattern and a precedent for thee. There is a 
oking-glaſs for thee, (as St. James ſpeaketh of 
Fod's word in general) to fee ibyſelf in, and to 
Ir ew thee what thou art. : 8 | 
[| Apd it were to be wiſhed), that as the Philoſo- 
X45 her willed his followers to view themſelves often 
eme ha glaſs, that if they found themſelves fair and 
v hat dmely, they might be careful to have their car- 
ugh age and courſes agree; if otherwiſe, they might 
ried Five by mortal abilities, to make amends for, 
an), ad recompence, what were wanting that way: 
att. p every married woman ſhould, once in a day, 
rved t once a week, 6r once a month, look ſeriouſly 
afes Yeiſelf in this glaſs. But it is to be feared, that 


will Po many are very loth to look into it, becauſe 


„ ey know, how they ſhall find themſel ves before- 
wife nd: and as the old withered hatlo! thorafand 

be, Nast away her looking-glaſs, becauſe ſhe cou d not 
erein ſee herleif, ſuch as ſhe would; to they 
un this glaſs, not affecting it, becauſe they can- 
t ſee® themſelves therein ſuch as they ſliould 3 
vt let us ſet the glaſs before them, that they may 
ck on it, and Aiew themfelves in it, if they will ; 
= ich, if it thall plaiily repreſent them tar other- 
e, Wiſe than they would ſeem to be, it is not the fault 
e glaſs, but their own, let them blame them» 
Hut ues and not it. A. wife then, ſays the Apoſtle, 
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Her head, But many, by this rule will hardly 


ther whom they have, being married rather tg 
them, than having married them, as he ſpea keth N whic 


is one that is ſubject and obedient to her buſband can b 


prove wives; being miſtreſtes (as Jerom ſpeaketh even 
rather than wives 16 thoſe that have them, or 1a. 


So that their huſbands, (it they may be ſo termned)then 


chat are fo nated, may fay, That When they re E 


eived their wives dowries, if they had any thingffl ſwei 


At leaſt with them, (for even thoſe that bring no- F 


thing, are often as faulty in this kind as they that wife 


bring much) they ſold away their libeity for 11ife 


*iltrefs. intlead of a wife, as the Cynick cid 2 I 


maſter inſtead of a ſervant; and Nazia zen faith] tho! 


that ſome wives do initead of a k band. A gruue is a 


Itco often committed. | Eni. 


Again, the is a wife, as Solombn's mother de me 


fſetibed her, that is, not a good houſewife only inf eit! 
the houſe, but a good wife alfo to her huſband; Ge 
that doth him good all his days, all the days a 
leaſt that the liveth with hin. of 


She is a wife then indeed, and none but, ſhe in wi 
whom theſe two occur, that ſhe is a good houſe- wi 
wife and a good wife to him that hath her. But 
how many married women are there in whom nc no 


| ther of theſe are? How many in whom they meet] th 
not ? How many are there not houſewives but w 
drones rather, who. live wholly on the ſweat off gc 


their huſband's brows, as the droncs doth on the ho- m 


ney tlat the bee maketh and bringeth in? How a. 
may, though not drones, yet droils rather than o 
wive:, that will toil and moil indeed about tl f. 
' houſe, as we ſay, like hories, but withal, are of = 
to crooked and crabbed a natuie, of ſo unquiet f 


and contentious a diſgoſi ioo, that their inne 
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an have no joy or comfort at all of them. There 
an be no comfortable cohabitation, or converſing 
with them, there may be good cauſe therefore, 
even for married women, to examine themſelves, 
whether they be wives or no; fince that if they 
anſwer not that, which God's word wills, yea, 
which the very name given them requireth of 
them, they are no wives in God's account. 


But here is a queſtion or two ſhould be an- 


ſwered. \| © + „5 | | 
For firſt, ſome may ſay, if ſuch a wife be no 
wife, may a man then lawfully put away tuch a 


wife ? Ts 

L anſwer, no, as the Rabbias ſpeak, The bone 
thou muſt gnaw that is fallen to thy lot- There 
is a knot of God between you that cannet be un- 
knit. God hath joined her unto thee, either un 


mercy or in wrath, to be, as he faith of rulers, - 
either a nurſe to thee, or a ſcourge: And what, 


God hath joined together, man may not ſever. 


Vea, but may net a man forbear to do the dux 


of an huſband to ſuch an one? For why ſhould 1. 
will. ſume ſay, be an huſband to her if ſhe be not a 


wife to me? 


I anſwer no; thou oweſt it to God: and it is 
no default of duty os her part, that can diſcharge 
thee of thy debt to him. As Baſil ſaith of rulers, 
we muſt obey the good as good, and the bad as 


good. And St. Peter of maſters, that ſervants 
muſt for conſcience ſake he ſubject to the forward 


as well as the courteous: fo muſt thou do the duty 
of an huſband, as well to a bad as a goqd' wifes 


for conſcience of God's command. Do thou thy 
. duty for God, and thou ſhalf have thy. reward 
from God, As our Saviour faith of thoſe that 
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relieve the poor, though they cannot requite then, 
yet God will reward them; fo though the doth 
not with kindneſs anſwer thee, God will requite 
thee in the reſurrcQion of the righteous. 
And fo much briefly for anſwer to theſe two 
queſtions 
Seconly, this point may ſerve for promotion, to 
thoſe/that are to enter into this ſtate, that they con- 
ſider ſeriouſly before hand, what they unde rtake and 
weigh well what they go about: not think they 
marry for their eaſe, to be maintained in ſloth 
and idleneſs, or in vanity or pride: as ſuch, who 
Bernard ſays, think to live without care, when they 
have gotten a charge for care: no, thou marrieſt to 
be a wile, and that is not a naked name, or a bare 
title; it is the name of an office that hath. many 
Outies annexed to it It is not good for man io be 
alone, ſays God, 1 will make him an help. Hie 
doth not ſay, J will make him a wife; of, I will 
make him a woman that may be a help to bim; 
though he mean ſo to do: but, Iwill make him an 


help. So that a wife is a woman. joined ig a man 


to be an help to him. And for a woman to be a 
wife, is to be an help to her huſband. But wherein 
to be an help? Let the younger woman, faith the 
apoſtle, marry, breed (that is bear and bring ug) 
children, and govern the family. 
of their marriage, and to do that is to be a wite:- 


and that therefore muſt every woman that intend- 


eth to marry forethink of, reſolve on, and make 


account of beforehand, if ever ſhe means to be a 


wife. Marriage is honourable, as the apoſtle faith ; 
We 
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But every diznity hath ſome duty annexed to it: 
Aud it is not. equal that thoſe who refuſe the one 
hould expect ever to enjoy the other, Yea, the 
greater the honour is, the greater the diſhonour, 
if the duty be not done which chat honour ex- 


aQteth. gy 3 


Thirdly, it may ſerve for »dmonition to thoſe 
that are entered already. Art thou a married wo- 
man? Then, as Ierom ſaid to a monk, read what 
thou art called, and be what thou art ſtiled. Thou 
are ſtiled a wife, but thou art no wife, if thou 
doeſt not a wife's work; no more than the ſhepherd 
is a ſhepherd, if he ſeed not his fl.ck. Conſider 
thereſore well, what the duty of a, wife*1s, that 
thou mayeſt indeed faithfully and conſcionably 
perform 1 it; that you way make good. what in name 
is required af you; elſe, as one {ſaith well, as the 
very title of godlinefs: makes the ungodly man 
guilty ; fo the very title thou art called by, will 
one day condemn the. ' | 

Fourthly, it may ſerve for information, to in- 
form us how God efteemeth ſuch as are faulty or. 
defeive this way. Art thou a wife, but not a 
good wife! God eſteemeth thee gs no wife, yea, 
as no woman; for the word ſignifies either. 
the like may and muſt be ſaid of the other party. 
As the wife is no wife if ſhe be not a good wife; 
ſo is the huſband no huſband if he be not a good 
huſband. He is no man but a beaſt, ſays the. 
famous Chryſoſtome, a wild beaſt, rather than an 
huſband, who is not kind and couiteous, but harſh, 
and churlith to his wife. He is no huſband, if he 
do not the duty of an huſhand ; asg ſhe is no wife 


And 


if ſhe do not the work of a 3 And where both: BT 


partes are herein faulty, and raed abide. „ | 
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as we commonly call friends) and yet, 
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live quietly eber we may well ſay of them as 
we uſe to ſay that they live together as dog and cat 
not man and wife, but brute beaſts ; not ſo well; 
rather, as even with beaſtsare yet wont todo. They 
are ro better at all in God's ſight than ſuch : and 
they muſt look one day to anſwer, not only for the 
wrong they do one another, but alſo for the 
wrong they do unto his ordinance, by bringing 
through their fault, a foul imputation upon it. 
Fifthly, this may ſerve as caution to ſuch as 
are yet to chooſe. Doſt thou lack a wife, and 


Vouldſt thou have one? Make enquiry for a good 
wife; elſe thou wert better te ba ve no wife; 


bet- 
ter en ber, if ſhe be a bad one, than wk her, 


Oh, could 1 but get a rich wife, a wealthy one, 


' fays one, Þ were well, I were made for ever ! And 


let me have a fair one, ſays another, and J care 
for no more. Give me the woman, fays Sampton, 
for ſhe pleaſcth mine eye. But as the warthy Gre- 
cian one ſaid, that he would rather have for his 


vi bout a man: fo it is beiter fo; thee to have a 
wite without wealth or beauty, than beauty or 
and fo be as far from ha- 
ving the co afort of a wile, as if you had no wiſe 
A man, ſaith one, may have f friends, (ſuch 
among bis 


friends be may find ſii gle {riend flip. And nay 


good 4 in any of them tbat Solomon here ſhe ws 19 
be in a wife. If you would have a wife then, ſeck 


-a good wite, ſeck a fit wife; for if the be not 4 
cod and a fit wife you ſhell bave no wife of 


her. As a learned man ſaid of che city or Reine, 


Gaugliter, a man without money, than money 


a Man have many wives, ſuch as ufually 1 the 
name of wives, and yęt, find lite enough of that 
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having been ſome while there, tha. one might ſeek 
Rome in Rome, and yet not find it there, Rome 
was ſo much altered from' what it had been: and 


the orator of Sicily, after Verres had governed 
there, that people fought Sicily in Sicily, it was 


by him ſo impoveriſhed : and a reverend relate 


of ours, of Bellarmine's laſt works, that many mii- 


{ed Bellarmine in Bellarmine ; they were ſo much, 


unlike to, and came ſo much ſhort of his former. „ 
And believe it fox certain truth, that you max 


find much want and mifs of a wife in a wife, if you 
make fooliſhly your Choice amiſs, and ſo conſe- 
quently do yourſelf. exceeding great wrong and 


hurt, embracing with Ixion a cloud inſtead of 
Juno ; or with Paris, a ſhadow without ſub!ance, | 
a ſorry help, a cold comfort, a wife, and yet na 


wife in regard of any joy or comfort in her, and 
in regard of any help or furtherance ſtom her, 
And were it not much better for one to be alt. 


gether without? For what can be more miſer=" 
able than to have. a wife, a wife as covetous 


wrelches have wealth, to have the burthen of à 


wife, and to want the benefit of her} to have the 


care and not the comfort; whereas the man that 


lives ſingle, as he miſſes of one, do he Is s Freed 


frm, and eaſed of the other. 


Laft'y, is ſuch a wiic in God's account as no | 
wife, jet tuch then never look for reſpect or regard 


with God, or any recompence or regarch from 


God. If thou doeſt not a wife's work, never look | 


for a wife's wages, a Wife's reward. Thare is no 


Chriſtian ſervant, that ſerveth his maſter faithfully. 


and conſcionably, but he ſhall for the lame bo 
ceive from God a royal reward: 


a Wife in "EW 25 103 | 
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104 \ The Charafter of : LY 
And much more the Chriſtian wife, that“ ſoch 
carefully her duty to him whom God has joined 
her unto. Such as they be daughters -of faithful 
Sarah; ſg-they ſhall have their part and portion 
with her; but for the negligent reſt, ſince they 
refuſe to do the work, they have no reaſon to ex- 
pect ot look for the wages. Their wills they may 
have with their buſb1nds while they live here; but 
2 are never like to have any reward at God's 
hands. How can they hope that he ſhould reward 
them as wives, who reputeth them as none? Yea 
worſe than none, becauſe they ought to bave been 
wives, and bear the name as ſuch. In a word, 
wouldſt thou be a wife in God's account, thou 
muſt then be a wife, not in name, but in deed. 
And ſo we' paſs on to the ſecond point, from the 
party commended, to _ commendation here, gl 
ven her. ) A 
A wife then (fuch a one as deter bath the name 
of a wife, and | is a Wife not only. i in name, but in ess a 
deed, not in title barely, but ip truth) is an ex- ne t 
ceeding great benefit, a means of much good, io Puch 
him that hath her: He that findeth a wife findeth' I (oc 
good, ſays Solomon. God, that is much good, fl, i 
_ exceeding great good; for it is ſpoken by way of Þuai, 
excellency or eminency, as if he cbuld not well Foot, 
tell how to expreis how much good might by her Þþhic 
atcrue to the huſband of ſuch a one. She will do Pelir 
him good, and no evil. fo long as ever they ſnall be b 
live together. A whole treaſury of good there is Jiche 
in a good wife. alf 
„ To point only at ſome general heads of this ier 
good that ſuch a wife brings with her, for the Se 
time will not ſuffer me to nfl long on partie od 
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"Firſt, for ſociety, Man naturally affects compa- 


y and ſociety, and ſhuns ſolitude. Society is the 


ery foul and life of man's life, There is no comfort- 
ble fruition or delightful poſſeſſion of augbt with= 
Put it. But ſolitude is uncomfortable, there is no 


warmth in it, ſays Solomon. It is not good fox. 
nan to be alone, ſaith God himſeif, For ſome other 
reatures it may be; but for him it is not, being, 
of a ſociable natuze; tho' many of them are not; 
nd yet even thoſè alſo, tho' waying others, yet 
dmit and affect ſome kind of ſociety, as that by 
ame we naw treat of. Two therefore, ſays Solo- 
on, are better than one; in Mankind eſpecially, 
aturafly ſo made: and Adam in pirgdife, tho' be 
as truly happy, yet he was not fully happy, his 
happineſs was not compleſt, he was nat fo well as 
je might be, while be was yet without a mate. Yea 
be heathen man thought, that tho? a man was id 


ne there like himſelf to converſe with. There is 


Fuch want of corfifort-in ſolitude, much comfort 


ſociety ; but no ſociety more near, more deligat- 
ul, more comfortable, more conſtant, more conti- 
ual, than the ſociety of man and wife, the main 


oot, ſource, and original of all other ſocieties, 


hich of all others therefore man is naturally molt 
clined to, and without which, therefore, even 


eaven, he would have little joy or comfort, (the 
Ts at leaſt of nis being there) unleſs he had ſome 


be heathen held yhbe houſe and family half unture, .- 


alf happy, thof otherwiſe never ſo happy, till 
here with it became compleat. J 
Secondly, for aſſiſtance. 
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106 De Charafter of 
help, or an aſſiſtant; not a mate only, but ar 
. helper z not a companion only, hut an affiltant too. 
Man being a creature of the kind, not of thoſe 
that live only to flock and feed, and bide and live 
togeitier, ns daes and ſtarlings do, but of thoſe who 
deliie to colubine and work and labour together, 
like the bee and piſmire. He ſtood in need, as of 
| ſociety, fo of aſſiſtance. God of his goodneſs there- 
fore provided ſuch a mate for him as might In all 
reſpects be a ſuitable help and aſſiſtant unto him. 
And if man, before his fall in the ſtate of inno- 
cence, ſtood in need of a help, when his la our 
was not toll to him, no pain, but a pleaſure, then 
much more ſince his fall, now his labour is become 
toilſome unto him, and che fruit of his fin has 
brought ſo many burthens upon him, which he was 
not before, nor ven ſhould have been encuinbered 
with, had be Continued in his firft ſtate. Much need 
therefore hath man of help and two (ſays Solomon) 
are better than one, not only becauſe they impart 
courage mutually to each other, (for if to lie toge- 
ther, faith he, they have the more warmvh) but 
bec a ſe they may help and aſſiſt one another: for 
if two go together, it gives the more ſtrength, if 
one falls, the other may help him up; and two 
may ſtand where one may fall, and doing the more 
Work, they may earn the more wages. Now be- 
hold here a fit and ready help; a fit help, I fay, 
for man. For who is more fit to help man than ſhe 
whom God himſelf hath fitted for man, and made 
for this very end, to be a fit help for him ? | will 
make him ſuch an help. ſaith God, as ſhall be 
meet for hin, one that ſhall be his match, as hi 
BiatE ; one that, being in all parts and abilities un 
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e Wife indeed, | 107 
a manner as himſelf, ſhall furniſh him with a ſecond 
ſelf, tlat may better and more fully ſerve him than 
any other help in ſome kind can; that being glued - 
as it were to him, ſo becoming one with him, may 
make hun as two, who before!was but one. As ſee- 


ing (faith the heathen man) now with four eyes, 


working with four hands, walking with four feet; 


whereof one pair may watch and be careful whilſt 


the other in its turn takes a ſuitable reſt ; one pair 
may work and walk, if the other is faint and deſiſt. 


Thirdly, for comfort and ſolace, ſociety is at all > 
times very pleaſant and delightful ; but, in times 
of grief and heavineſs, through ſickneſs or misfor- 


tune, it is the more gratefu!, becauſe more nzed 
and vie of comforting then.” 725 es 

Fourthly, for iſſue. Children, ſays the Pſalm- 
it, and the fruit of the womb, are an inheritance 
of the Lord. God hleſſed them, faith Moſes, 


| when he ſaid increaſe ard multiply; and by fo ſay- 


ing, cohferred power of propagation upon them. 
For God, faith that vererable father St. Auguſtine, 
when he bleſſeth, he doth what he ſaith. © The 
power of propagation then is God's bleſſing. And 
indeed what greater bleſſing could God beſtow on 


wan? What greater honour and dignity could be 


endow man withal than this, to make/him an in- 


ſtrument of procteating and producing one in all. 


reſpects like himſelf, the chief of God's waiks, of 


giving being to a creature endowed with God's 


Wage, wherein himſelf bad been created ? it hath 
been held as great, if not a greater honour, to en- 


Ich, as to be rich ; and te make a king, as to be 
one. It was man's pre- eininence above the reſt of 
Cod's creatures, that he bare by creation the image” - 
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of his creator, which none of them did, (the a ha! 


gels alone excepted) but he only. It was « ſecondfeater 
honour, Jutle inferior, if eny at all, to the forme for 


(and wherein man outJoeth even the angels them: lune bi 
ſelves) to be enabled by a procieation to produo f ing 
ſuch another as God himſelf bad created} and Ot W 
: doing to come 16 imitate and reſemble God ith c 
his creator and father, not in name and title e ou annot 
but in act and truth. rithor 


This was a great benefit before man's fall; in om 
reſpects i it is a far greater ſince his fall, Man way 
then immortal; he is now become mortal and cor. im, 
ruptible; and want of iſſue is conſequently now | rem 
more uncomfortable, when men are ſubject ir, 

mortality, than it had been when a man was him- 
ſelf to have lived always. Good Lord (ſays Abri- boul 
ham to God) what wilt thou give me when I go 
chi!dleſs? He hath little comfort of all his great 
wealth and ſtore (which is wont fo make ſterility 
the moſt uncomfortable, the Steater it is) fo long 
as he wanted an heir to leave it to, when he ſhould 
leave this world hiuſelf. 

And it was that, in all likelihood, . made 
the prophet Iſaiah's meſſage fo hard and heavy to 
king Hezekiah, when he brought bim word be 
Jhould die; becauſe had he then died, he had died 
without iſſue ; for his ſon Manaſſes, that ſuccecs- 
ed him, (having 15 years at leaſt ſurvived that fit 
of ſickneſs) was but 12 years old at the time of 10 
his father's deceaſe. | 

But by means of a propa gation man attains to 2 
| kind of immortality and eternity, and his pon old 
rity ſurviveth himfelf, The father, we ſay, 
not dead as long as the ſon liveth. A man is Dr if; 


wholly Lead lo long as any remain of his bi 
ES 0 


— 


he ano have iſſue then is a great bleſſing; and it is a 

ſeconeater honour, ſays Nazianzen, to be father of 
Tmer 
teins 
oduc 
nd b 
God 
only, 


ſue be ſuch a bleſſing, what are the means of ob- 
ning it? If the fruit be ſo bleſſed, what is the 
ot which bears it, and without which it cannot 
ith comfort be had? For without woman iſſue / 


rithout ſuch a wife it cannot comfortably be had- 
ſoneind indeed what comfort can a man have either 

1 was ſuch an iſſue as is a foul ſtain and reproach to 
col. Dim, the ſight whereof cannot but afford perpetu- 
 noyÞ! remorſe and horror to kim, and renew the me- 
& 16 
im- 
bras 
1 20 
7 reat 
iliiy 
long 
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hame ; or of iſſue by ſuch a one, who, when ſhe _ 
bould be the light of his eyes, and the abundant” 
oy of his heart, is a thorn contmually in his eyes, 
J } CE On 

Fifthly, for remedy againſt incontinency. A 
benefit likewiſe, chat before man's fall was not, 
ecauſe then there was no need of it. be 

The whole, ſaith our Saviour, needs no phyſician 
nor needed man therefore then this phyſick, whilfh 


ad 
te be was yet in perfect health. It is now otherwiſe 


| [0 4 bn * 7 o = 

ö he (vith him; and to avoid fornication, therefore, 
Died ſaith the apoſtle, let each man have his wife, and 
2c. ach woman her huſband. There is in moſt men 


and women naturally an inclination and propenſion 
to the nuptial conjunction. The man ſeeketh his 
nb, faith the Rabbines, and the woman the man's 
to a Ide: the man miſſeth the rib, and ſeeketh to re- 
tc. Yer it again; and the woman would e in her 
is 2d place again, under the man's arm or wing, 
dot £91) whence at firſt ſhe was taken, Nor is this 
affect ion and diſpoſition 1 all amits, ſimply jo of 


it fit 


ne ſon, than maſter of a thouſand ſervants. If | 


annot be at all, without a wife it cannot lawfully, - . 


yory, ſo oft as he ſees or minds it, of his ſin and 
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110 4 77 he Charafier of > 
Telf : but fince that fin came in by the fall of « 

firſt parents, mankind having loft that power a 
Command of himſelf that before be had, this à the 
fection is not only tainted and mixed with mi 
Alch, but it is grown violent, impetuous an 
Headftrong with moſt, that it is ready to bref 
forth into grievous inconveniencies, if ſome cou, 4; 
tbe not taken for reſtraining it, Now for remet 
hereof, in part, God hath appointed this, his o like 
dinance; which-cannot therefore but be eſteem 
as a ſingular benefit and a bleſſing to thoſe that fi 
ſuch infirmity and defect in themſelves ; and hoy 
ſoever they may be able ſo to contain themſelv 


4 
that'it ſhall never break out into any groſs impw all. 
act, yet defire to keep themſelves unſpotted as ve h. 
in foul as in body, and to approve 1 un eg 


God in all purity, as far as may even the 
alſo; where none ſeeth but he him af 
Add we hereunto, in the laſt place, that a wi 
woman and a diſcreet wife are no ſmall grace ar 


honour to her buſband. And ſurely, if any cut ” 
ward thing may he'p to grace and adurn a man, fr 
apparel, jewels, plate, hangings, hoyfe furniture} th 
attendance, followers, iſſue, & c. then a worthy wi 1 
as much as, yea much more than any ſuch, N 8 
greater grace te a man than to have a diſcreet wit |, 


as no greater diſgrace than to be matched to a fool 
'The hyſband, ſays Clement, is a crown to hi 
wife, and 4 worthy woman, ſays Solomon, is 
crown to her huſband. Not a gold ring on hi 
finger, and yet that is accounted ſome grace to 
nor a chain of gold about his neck, which is ſom 
what more in his eyes, and uſually only with gre 
ones, nor a feather in bis hat, but a crown upo 
| is head, even a crown "me gold vpon the bea! 5 


< 


| 


a Wife indeed. 111 


her huſband, her head. An ornament more con- 


ſpicuous and eminent than any of the former; 


Itbe proper and peculiar attire of princes; the 


principal enſign of the higheſt honour. The Ro- 
man lady, Cornelia, counted her two worthy ſons 
her chiefeſt jewels, whom ſhe ſhewed therefore to 
a ſtranger lodging with her, who deſired to ſee 
what jewels ſhe had. Of a Spartan woman the | 
like is alſo reported; her children were the rich- 
eſt jewels ſhe had, and the precicuſeſt jewel her 
bufband had. They were ber crown, as Solomon 
calls them; ſhe, his. : : 


| And verily a good wife is a crown preferable to 


all. She might be called her huſband's crown, 
who, for his fake, and her chiidren's good, Jeful- 
xd a crown offered huy, Aer his deceaſe. And 
well may the lluſband o füch a wite eſteem her as 
lis choiceſt jewel, who, by toe teftimoby cf 
God's ſpirit, doeth as much adorn, bim, who has 
ber, as a crown does him that wears it. 

ind thus you fee ſome few branches and rude _ 
line ments of that good fs and beneficialnels of 
this divine ordinance which the ſpirit of God, by 
the den of Solomon, have pointeth unto us; 2 
good wife bein g, as you have beard made thus. 
. 1 1 8 | 
The beſt companion in wealth. 

The itteſt and reagieſt aſſiſtant in wor, 

The greateſt comfort in croſſes and griefs. 

The only warrantable and comfortable means 
of iſſue and polterty, „ 
A ſingular and ſovereign remedy ordained by 
God againſt incontiency. | 2, $f: TN 

And the greateſt zrace and honour tha: can be 
px b G 2 
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112 The Character of 
Ia regard whereef even the very heathens thems 
ſelves, although only led by the bare light of na- 
ture, have admired the excellency of this diving 
ordinance, and worthily preferred it before all 
other external and temporal bleſſings whatever, 
Firſt, is a wife ſuch a benefit, where ſhe is : 
wife indeed? No marvel then if we find ſo much 
evil where it is otherwiſe. The beſt things be- 
come worſt when they are once corrupted : the 
ſtrongeſt wine makes the ſharpeſt vinegar. No 


creature more lovely than man while he liveth, and 


none again more gbaſtly to look at when life is 
Once gone; yea, no Creature more cruel or ſavage 
than man When he turneth beaſt. No marrel 
therefore, if = wife, as ſhe is one of the preateſt 
goods while ſhe ſo continueth, proveth on the 
othe;fide, one of the grievouſcſt evils, when the 
ceaſe h to be ſuch. 

Secondly, is a wife ſuch a benefit as is hee 
implied 1 Then thoſe that have been careful in 


making their choice, and have in good likelihgod 


compifſed ſuch a ene as is here intimated, taey 
may vita comfort, chearſulneſs and confidence, 
ent er upon t z ſtate with gocd hope and aflumnce 
of finding much benefit in it, and of reif ing 
much good thereby. 

Thirdly, let the married wife learn hence what 
to apply herfelf unto, that ſhe may be a wife in- 
deed. Ihe more good ſhe docth her huſband, the 
more comfort he receiveth from her, the more be- 
e ee by her, the mtre ſhe doth the of- 
fice of a wife, the more ite inſwered the name 
ſhe beareth; and on the othe fide, the cexſeth 
to be a good wife, yea, to de a good won an, 
when ſhe ceaſcth to be a meas of good tomanz 
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face that the woman was made but for man, and 
for his good , and therefore ſhe anſwers not her 
original if ſhe is not ſo: and in vain will it be for 
her to bear the name of that ſhe 1s not. | 

Laſtly, hence may the married man alſo learn 
bis leſſon ; for ought he not to make much of her 
that is a means of much good to him? Give her, 
faith Solomon, of the fruit of her own hands, re- 
quite her in the ſame kind. 
all the days, then oughteſt thou all the days, by 


Jall means, in all kinds, 10 fee her good, her tem- 
poral, her ſpiritual, and her eternal good; for good _. 
requiteth good, and one good turn, we ſay, delerv=, 


eih another. Other wiſe if thou art found defici- 
ent, failing and negligent herein, her goodneſs 
to thee ſhall one day witzeſs againſt thee; and the 
better it is with you now, the worſe it ſhali go 
. 4 2 . 
with you-then, Better it Were to haye no wife, or 
one as good as one, if you be not a huſband to 
her, as well as ſhe is a wife to you; if you be not 


an inſtrument of gocd unto her, as well as the is 


to you: for look what is required on your part 
towards you the ſame is required on your part to“ 
wards her: which unlcſs you anſwer ber with, 
vou are no more a huſband to her, than ſhe, if the 
ſhould fail therein were a wife to you. ; 
Now the confirmation of all the foregoing 


points may ſerve for reprehenſion, and partly for 


admonition. . 

For the firſt, it may ſerve to reprove the prac- 
tice of theſe that ſeek not at all, make no ſearch 
or enquiry, but take wives as they ſtumble on 
them, hand over head, as many do friends, whom 
a pint of 
pis, &. ake friends; as if they drew cuts or caſt 


G 3. lots 


If ſhe do thee good 


ine, drank together, or a game of ten- 
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114 The Charafter 3 
lots ſor them, as ſometimes ſome have done. Mer 
vou were to take a houſe, or hire a ſervant, ſays Hats. 
Chryſoſtom, how careful would you be to make d wh 


diligent Inquiry of the good and bad cammodities, part 
Eonveniencies and inconveniencies, eaſements and ch c. 


annoyances of him who before dwelt in it, what Nebing 
neighbourhood, and the like; and of the quali Tout 
and conditions, vices or good parts of the other, Nored 
whom he had formerly ſerved ; how he behaved d him 
himſelf in their ſervice, and how likely to prove the 
Fit for your ſervice? and have you not much m t 
more cauſe to be careful, yea curious in your in- punſe 


quiry concerning her, whom you may Chance to vice 


make your wife. 

Secondly, it ſerves to reprove thoſe who ſeek in 
' deed, but Wer amiſs; who ſeek without light, 
yea and refuſe to uſe ſuch light as would be lent 
hein, is offered them, and that when they have uch 
more need of it than they may be aware of. Such Ik 
are they, the younger fort eſpecially. who ſcorn 00d 
to take advice of their friends, imagining they are L 
wiſe enough te adviſe themſelves, and make their Ne. 
pwn choice. - That which proyeth the very bane. ney 
and final overthrow of many a one, wko might Net! 
have done well if they would have been ruled by F 8 
| ſuch as wiſhed them well, and were both able I'** 
and willing well to edviſe them; but refuſed to I'%>' 
Hearken to any. good advice, till it be too late, Eur 


when they come to be ſcourged ſoundly with a ent 
WY — rod of their own making, pf ( 
1 Thirdly, it ſetves to reprove others that ſeek of 
Fi amiſs in anothet fort. They knock at the wrong be 


door, they go nüt the right way to work, that ſeek 


by indirect couries to enſnare the hearts nd entan- Mt 
gle the affections of thoſe whom they det ze, being 
under 


K 


der the power of others, paſſing by their pa- 
ats, Or othets, under whoſe power they are z. 
4 whon»as God hath ſet in his place, ſo he hath 
part imparted to them his power of diſpoſing. - 


ch cannot expect any bleſſing from God, on 


king contrary to his word and will. 1 12 
Fourthiy, tho. eſpecially come here to be re- 
roved, as paſs uſually by God, but never look 
him; uſe their own induſtry, and take advice 
f their friends, but never think on, or look after 
m that 2pChr to be their chiefeſt adviſer and 
punſellor, their beſt friend, either to crave his 
dice. or to aſk his good will: and no marvel 
ſo many neglecting him ſpeed accordingly, and 
niſs of that which without him cannot. be bad. 
Thou wouldſt take it ill if any man were a ſuitor 
o thy daughter, and never aſ thy good will ;. 


Puch more may God take it evil, that you ſhould 


tek to win his daughter's love, without aſking his 
ood leave. _ « TR 

Laſtly, let ſuch married perſons as God has 

ow bleſſed in this kind learn hence what cauſe . 
hey#have to thank God fog one another, Yea, 


Pet jars and diſcords that they fee between, ocher 
men and women diſmatched, and their peeviih, 


vexatious, croſs and Curſed carriage to one another, 
ogether with the manifold annoyances and griev- 


ous miſchiefs and inconventencies that commonly 


nfuz thereupon, be a means to put them in mind 
ff God's great mercy and zoodneſs to them, and: 
of his ſpecial favour towards then; and to make 
them the more thankful-to him for the ſame. 
And ſince that this married couple have received 
Ch other rom God, let them herein ſtrive to ſhew 
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| Nowed him unto God again ; return each other | 


17 


8 


their thankfulnef unto God, by helping one an. 
ther forward in the good ways of God. 

Do with one another as Hannah did with 10 5 
ſon Samuel; as ſhe had him ef God, ſo ſhe be 


God, and labour to return them better than ye 
received them. The better you both are, and ſhi 
make each other, the better you will enjoy ot 
another; and the nearer you will approach, an Lot 
ſhall bring each ether to God, the more goo The 
tbrough God's goodneſs, will you 
have, of each other. The more man and Wi 


profit in the fear of God, the more comfortabi Lb 


and contentedly ſhall they tive together, the bette The 


Mall it be for al both. Amen. I 
\ 1 1 
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ILot'ring Aurora bluſhes when ſhe ſees 
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A cul Delbription of a n Virgin. 4 2 

ROM ſacred dreams, and Is prepar'd Al 
to pray, = | 

The pious maid preſents the riſi ing day. 


The earlier fairer virgin on her knees. 

oY Blefling, and bleſt be hea “n, her next addreſs . 

Is to her parents, who next heav'n carybleis; if 

J The morning comes leſs welcome to their ſight, — 

The morning's far leſs innocent and bright: 

They gladly own, with thanks and open arms, 

Each day's increaſe of piety and charms. | 
- Naw to ſome ts ſhe does retire, | 

With fkill that e'en Minerva might adinire; - 

Diſſembling fruits in wax, and fuch a feaſt 

As might excite an hungry God to taſte. 

New ſcenes of wonder next ſhe does unfold, 


F +1 artful webs o'er ſpread with fingers bold: -B 


oon this worldly ſtage the creatures roſe, . | 
Nhilſt nature did the various forms dil pole, - 
"or does her labour only treat our fight, . 
She adds iaſtruction, to our eyes delight; 
zu ev'ry ſtitch ſome uſeful moral's read, 

zome hiſt' ry is trac'd in ev'ry thread; 
5 ere Ariadne on a rock bewails 
Jalſe winds with which her falſer Theſeus fails; ; 
heir dif rent aſpects our charm'd eyes employ 4 
Vrief in her looks, in his a treach' rous jop. 
| at God inſpires our virgin to exprels _ 
Paſtians, hat ne'er had to ber heart acceſs 3 

For pet ſhe knows not what her heart atchiey d, 

is to loves or what to be ei d., . 
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118 A poetica! Deſcription ef 
Eber long like Ariadne, ſhe ſhall burn, 
But ne'er have Ariadne's cauſe to mourn. 


Sometimes to grace the court ſhe is allow'd, For 
(Such virtue may be truſted in a crowd) _ 5 
When public triumphs for juſt freedom call, 
The ſolemn feſtival, or ſolemn ball; | oy 
When in the dance or ſhining circle feen, vy 
Her ornaments have charms, but more her mien. N 5 
O why ſhould art and dreſs their help employ 85 
For beauty, arm'd by nature to deſtroy? 7 
Why are thoſe eyes permitted wounds to give * 
To many heartz that can but one relieve? e 
Of all the advent' ring youths, her choſen prize 5 
But one can prove, the reſt her ſacrifice! 77 
Yet urg'd by fate, or love's feverer law, . 
Each ſtakes a heart for what but one can draw. W. 


Th charming ruin, tho! forwarned they run, Th 
They gaze, tho' gazing ſure to be undone: 


With worſe than our firſt father's deſtiny, » 
He tailing periſh'd, for a look they die; 1 
Whilſt of their death the fair deſtroyer's free, No 
And knows no more than did the tempting tree- I 
 __ Unſkilful thus fhe ſhall not long remain, | 
Taught by ker own a ſenſe of others pain. A 
Unwonted ſighs ſhall from her _— fly; | 95 
Herſelf, alas! as yet admiring ys: =, 1 
While in her breaſt theſe new diforders move, Yer 


She bluſhes (tho' alone) to think tis love. 14 

At each fond look her- parents caſt, ſhe fears 
Their eyes ſhould read the dire concern in hers; 
With ſome more ſkilled companion ſhe retires, 
Of -whom, with modeſt caution, ſhe inquires 
What lovers mean, who rave of flames and darts, 
Of gaptiyated fouls and wounded hearts, 
; % % * ; | Af 
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a chafle Wife... I49, 
And it ſhe mocks, and does her looks conſtrain, 
With feign'd mirth to hide real pain; by 
For love that did by ſtealth her heart invade, 

To his own conqueſt is a pris'ner made. 
Tho' wanting firength the tyrant to expel, 

She modeſtly confines him to his cell. 

| Her favour'd lover ſighs among the reſt, 
Wretched, becauſe unknowing that he's bleſt: 
Not that his merus are to her unknown, 

Or ſuff' ringe for ſhe feels them by her own :. 4 
Yet he, of all the humble, hopcleſs train, | ; 
Believes he has molt reaſon to complain, | 
For tho” her heart confents, ber tongue denies, 

And modeſtly. from her own. wiſh ſhe flies. | 
When proſtrate at her feet himſelf he throws j | 


n : _ 


He thinks her cheek a fiery anger ſhews, 
When only with a kind concern it glows, 
Thro' floods 4nd deſarts-he purfues-his toll, 
And battles, to preſent her with a ſpoil; 
Which the rejecting with diſſembling ſcorn, _ 
He hides himſelf in ſolitude forlernn 
Not to offend the fight of her he loves, + 
The deareſt object of her eyes removes. 
His pitying parents ſifting his diſtteſs, 
Approve his paſſion. and the nuptials preſs; 
Which by the maid as gladly are receiv'd, 
"The wiſh'd day fix'd, yet ſlill our virgin's griev'd 2+ 
Still modeſty inſtructs her to be coy, ä | 
A fears the trial of unpraicted joy, \ 
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A poctical Deſcription of a good Wife. 


10. muſe, and bid good morrow to the 
bride ; 
I 1 the does ber quiltlefs bluſhes hide. 
re her down to her domeſtic charge, 
A province, like her virtues, fair and large . 
ell her that to a manſion ſhe is come, 
More truly hers than her own native home. 
How but a ſubject there ſhe did appear, . 
A regent now, and in her palace here. 
From tender. parents arms to Hymen ſent, 
O may ſhe never the exchange repent ! 
W hile nuptials her from their embraces call, 
A kinder huſband makes awends for all. 
See how herchaſte and exemplary life 
Betimes adorns the ſacred naine of wife: 
As ſaint like minds, defgr'd\ for jo 100 5 _ 
On earth prepare themſelves for 1 heir remove 3 
Practice ſo welfceleſtial manners here, 
Thai proper gueſts, they come not ſtrangers there; 
So did the in her virgin days prepare, 
© Fach'virtve's practice made ſo much her care, 
pat ſhe from fi ſt adorns the wedded lite, 
No ſooner bride, but an accompliſh'd wife. 
From cenſures free, if others faults ſhe ſpy; 
"vis but to learn how thoſe defects to fly. 
Her heart is wiſdom's centre, 'whoſe mild ſway, 
Her actions all ha rmoniouſly obey. 
Her heav'nly thoughts withoyz diſorders move. 
And cal and tunciul as che ſpheres above. 
Wigs 
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Whene'er ſhe ſpeaks, her Words, een while they 


Who bears them up like incenſe to the ſky: 


4, 
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Ys 
Are catchd by ſome bright ſeraph waiting vieh, 


For well of ince eple they deſerve the name, 


Pure as the heaft, they altar whence they ones.) 


Her ſpeech inſtruds, and when in ſilence lies, 


Een then ſhe reads bright leſſons with her eyes: "ER 4 


Prudence, her ſure companion, friend and guide, 
Does o'er her life ſo conſtantiy preſide, _ > + i 
That e'en her mirth and hagmlets freedon!'s taugl. 2 
To ſhun the very ſhadow of a fauſt. 2 
Een her divertive hours are guiltleſs ſpent, 5 


Chaſte in delight, in pleaſures innocent. 


Next heaven, ner huſband, the next worthy. - 
| gueſt, | 
poſſeſſes the fair manſion of hier breaſt. 


What prince withthatbleſsd huſband can compare 7 | 4 | 


Ualeſs, like his, a conſort eaſe his care. ME 
Beneath the glitt'ring weight of crowns bed, To 
groan, | 
Unleſs the genial bed relieve the ie | 
Thrice-happy man, what numbers can expreſs 
The entertainments of thy ſweet receſs, 
When from the herd of people thou doſt come 
To thy heart's mate, and dearer ſelf at home? 
From buſy fots or fops more teazing fry, 
From criticks moſt tormenting -ompany 3 ; 
From coffee-houſe, where news mongers reſort; 34 ö 
From friends that make an abſent triend their 
tport , 
From treach'reus, fulſome compliments of court ? 
When from this penance thoh doſt home repair 
To the embraces of thy chaſte and fair, ö 
How ſoon does her . on charm thy care! Ls 
An. 
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Tis here thy dove-like ſoul her reſt muſt find, TW; 
Without that ark are only waves and wind. She 
Perhaps his country ſervice for a time Her 
May call the huſband to ſome diſtant clime Thi 
His days employ in marches or in fight, Wh 
(But with ſweet dreams of home reliev'd at night.) She 
The prudent fair, his abſence. to ſupply, 14g. 
So well ſuſtains the female regency, Wh 
That no complaints are thro' the houſhold found, I Ani 
Each orb per forms its old harmonious round; ge 
Return'd, he finds of order the ſame face, 
All kept in form, as when he left the place. WI 
So does the ſandy Teneriffis calm brow. = 
Returning travellers their old footſteps ſhew,. >. An 
Where no diſord'ring winds have leave to blow. ) 

From ſtately cities, and the Tyrian bed, 8 
The willing muſe by Hymen's torch is led W 
To cottages, where he does humbly.reign, . 01 
Nor his poor ſubjects of the lawas diſdain. [T. 

A pjous ſtock of mortals, in whoſe race Þ 7 
Old nature may her ancient features trace, V 
Amongſt this harmleſs breed in ev'ry place, 4 
When.earth of injur'd virtue was bereit, N 
Departing juſtice her laſt footſteps left. 81 
Here Hymen does with joy his laws preſcribe, 75 
Rever'd with gladneis by his harmleſs tribe; 
None treat the god with more religious care, 2 


Nor of his bleſſings have a larger ſhare. 
Their ſervices he fails not to repay, 
With gifts ſubſtantial, and not falfely gay: 
Sleep for ambition, for preferment health. 
For portion charity, content for wealth. 
The honeſt man pleughs, ſows, and reaps the ſoil, I I 
His careful wife plies her domeſtic toil: 1 | 
: +: 1 7 
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2 @ pious Widow: 123 
With unbought clos thing, and unpurchas'd fare, 
She makes warm winters by her ſummer's care. 
Her kine ſhe hovels froar tempeſtuous ſkies, | 
The friendly kid with fodder ſhe ſupplies, 
When under flood er ſnow the paſture lies 
t. N She plies hor fire, and makes it briſkly burn, 
Againſt the kour of her good man's return. | 
I Whom tird, with a kind look and kiſs the ſheers, 
d And to his arms his crowing infant rears, 
 bord3 Oo ge 
With healthful pulſe, roots, fruits, and ſallad 5 
: | ſtor'd, * 8 A | > 1 s 5 . 
And all the harmleſs luxury which their own ] 
Hz grounds efford, © © & J 
Ihe houthoid ſupp'd, about the hearth he firs. 
Wich his domeſtics, parlous country wits z 
One tells a fable by himſelf denis'd, | 
"That's by the next as ſhrewdly moraliz'd, 
ne good wiſe then a ſprightly bowl brings out, 
Which her good man as frankly puts about. 
O ſain, take care thoſe blethngs to conceal, 
Nor let their knowledge from thy cottage ſteal ; 
Should once the court or town thy pleaſure ſee, 
Thy ſolitude a city ſoon would be. | 


He with the fandling ſports, ſhe ſpreads the” 


* * 
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A poetical Deſcription of a pious Widow. 


ROM Hymen's joys the muſe with drop- 


1. ping wing | 
ily | Deſcends, (ſad change !) the widow'd bed to 
, ſin * F "dS %., 1 * N 

ik | 's 


What 
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What pitying power can teach her grief the arg Dire 


To charm and comfort a forſaken heart? he 
Bchold, where our once happy bride tetir'd, Viey 
Conceals thoſe eyes that each beholdeFMfir'd ; Wit 
Diffolv'd in tears from hated day they fly, | Nex 
One glimm'ripg lamp can too much light ſupply. Lik 
By one dim lamp the fable matron meurns, Her 
Which ſighing Cypids tend and dreſs by turns. She 
She pints, nor for one moment can remove he 
The preſent ima ge of her abſent love. Fir 
S0 in the thickeſt cover of the wood, For 
The turtle makes her grief her only food, An 
So moans her flaughter'd mate, and wingleſs 80 
5 brood > | Th 
Bo pitying muſe, and, charitably rude, Ta 
Between the mourner and her grief intrude, | An 
The grave, her foe, already to her coſt, 4 
Too richly treated, too much ſpoil can boaſt. An 
Permitting grief her beauties to devour, In 
* Is adding triumphs to the conqueror, He 


To charm her:ſorrow, telFf what peerleſs fame, By 
What honours crown the virtuous widow's names | Ar 
How well her character the ſex bas grac'd, 


Thro' long ſucceſſions of bright ages paſt. Ar 
Jjudea firſt preſents itſelf to fight, | 1A 
Her ſacred tribes oppreſs'd by Heathen might, It 
W here Deborah's enthron'd beneath the palm, 0 
With thoughts as active as her looks are calm P. 
Her Sylvan court the regent widow holds, Si 
Diftributes juſtice, and the law unfolds. _ A 


Domeſtic ſtrifes decided, fer alarms, E 
Fiercer prepares and calls the tribes to arms, 

She leads, and with the vigour of her eyes, | A 
Confirms the conqueſt which ſhe propheligs, 1 
VVV. . Her 
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Aer predeceſſor's virtue ſhe unites, * 

- | Dirctts, like Moſes, and like Joſhua fights, 
The ſun to ſtop his courſe needs no command, 
Viewing the proweſs of a female hand, 
With meer attonifhment he's forc'd to ſtand. 
Next let Zenobia terribly delight, 3 

, Like arm'd Bellona, charmingly affright, 

Her bed's dear partner from his deſtin'd gra ve 

She could not keep. but could her nation ſave. 

dhe puſhes to retrieve a deſp'rate game, 

Fird with her own, and Odonatus' flame ; 

For as one eye eclips'd, transfers it light, 

And in the optick left confirms the ſight ; 

80 ſtrengthen'd by her partner's overthrow, 

The gen'rous widow foils her roman foe. 

To chace their flying eagles ſhe preſumes, 

And creſts their helmet with their raviſh'd plumes, 

A heroine that could like Pallas fight. 

And with Minerva or the muſes write 

In verſe, to charm His angry ghoft, retate, | 

Her Odonatus' triumphs. and his fate ; 5 

By force of wit, injurious death o'ercome, 

ez And plant eternal laurels on his tomb. 

| Now to the pomp of ſorrow turn your eyes. 

And ſee the Mauſoleum ſtructute riſe: 

A ſabrick tow? ring witb. ſuch vaſt extent, 

It ſeems a mountain, not a nionument. 

Of the world's ſeven, wonders tis the chief. 

Proportion'd to it's royal founder's*grief : 

vince of the great degeas d is left alive, 

A name alone, to make that name ſurvive, 

His mourning queens His Afockure Joon con- 

trive. e 

Aſſembled arts by Ber e toil, 

All nature is exhauſted For: the pile; | 

; From 


- 


ler 
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From Africk's golden Aſia's marble veins, = 'Þ 
Impoveriſh'd, one rich obeliſk remains, 
Whole colonies for labourers employ'd 
Vaſt azate rocks for baluſters deſtroy'd, 
A toind enrich'd of treaſure, earth left void, 
But nearer to that jaſper ſtatute go, | 
W hoſe pedefia] th? occafion dire will ſhew, o fir 
Where fair inſerib'd theſe ſentences are read, f 
»The living lover's s tribute to the dead: | Very 
Let earth be poor; and only rich this urn. 
Thus Artemiſia does Mauſolus mourn.” | ho! 
Methinks fuch pömp of "ſorrow might ſuffice, 
But A:temiſfia's zeal mult higher riſe. 
Expence and art tos nièan ref pea afford. To a 
Her breaſt mult tomb the aſhes of her lord; | 
Which mingling-with her tears in one rich bowl, 
She drinks for cordialsto her fainting ſoul. 
Thus her Mauſolus; ſtill enamour'd ade, | 


To | 

Beholds bis relicks to her heart convey'd, And 
And of her facred br caſt — ; RY | Ano! 

A nobler living MWauſoleum made. 3 555 
Nor Gomma, Was the cup öf AG renown, Wit 
Where juſt. revenge in de eath thou e u Doe 
down; N T The 

For, having loft mT baligef of thy” bed, N 
And with his murder \e6mpell'd' to Wed, Ir 
His hopes of thyk embrace thou Gad costo, Mu 
» By blending Poiſon. in the bridal. 1 
In envenom'd 56 WI is « on theatarfplac'd No 


Which cuſtom fit Fequires ehe, Wh 
(For willinglyzThe's het ple Bet 
And nuptial rites ander Ahr din 
From clouds of in&&nfehe#Smr Ar 

2holds before hene Bis mür | 
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ith rage and poiſon burſt the wretch expires, | 
he altar ſparkles with more chearful fires, 
hile her laſt words deride his mock' d.defires 
or with the diF'rence they reſign their breath, 
epining he, triumphant ſhe in death. 

From heroines ſhould now the muſe aſpire, 
o fing what would an angel's voice require; 
ff widow ſaints, ho w would examples bright 
Verwheim her dazzled eyes e oo much 
light rr 
Vhole days and vights one to Fernen gives, 
And in the temple of her cloſet lives; 
By abſtinence and centemplation brought 
io living ſhadow and a wanting rhonghe: 
But white on prayers, thin diet, ihe is pin'd | 
The poor, her Clients, "Fluwp «nd fair you 1 N 
find, | 
o boſpitals Sy priſons ſhe'll 8 
And viſit want when that can't come to "7 
Ancther call'd, by duty to affairs N 8 | 
f life, ev'n in the midſt of worldly. cares, 
With equal piety her offspring rear J, 
Does thro' domeſtic rules ſo well perbſt, 5 
The maſter of the father ſcarce is miſs'd.. 
No longer then may widows! ſeem. tele, » 
Who thus the,, female regiſter adorn. FAS 
Much fame have they obtain d. VO only M 
IK huſband's graue and mem'ry of then Send: ; | 
or equul praife to matrons we len 72 | 
Who with a ſeconejyvo oft aychoige, 7M 
Eetwixt them "(vere pteſumptig n- 
vince prudence doest ir feteral ; 5 res guide, > f 
And virtue waits to 9 er e on ener ſide. _ * 
5 But oh ! were Hymen in the cauſe to judge, i 
4th Who always bore 0 death and fate a grudge. 8 | 
zut 


Ti 
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But nature's friend) he'd labour to diſſuade 0 
Our widow from her folitary ſhade :. | 


i) 


His former triuwphs how would he relate, 5 hy 
' White the adorn'd the conjugal eſtate; < 


His with'ring garland he would plead to fave, 
Teo rich a preſent for a thankleſs grave. 


* 
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An Epitaph upon an Huſband and Wife, who died 
both in one day, and were buried together, af- 
ter being married fifty- five years. 


= theſe whom death again did wed, _ 
L Thy grave's the ſecond marriage bed. 
For tho! (he hand of faith could force 
*Twixt ſoul and body a divorce,  _ | 
It could not fever nag and wife, 
Becauſe they both, liv'd but one lifes 
Peace good readers, do0-not.weep,.. ; 
Peace, the lovers are aſleep pp; 


n 


- * 44 9 


They (ſweet turtles) folded lie 1 
In the laſt knot that love cbuld tie. | 1 
Let them ſleep, let them ſleep on, wei 


> _Till this ſtormy night be gone. flo 
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hen labonring under any 
diſappointment Or vexati- 
"ous: accident. 


i 


H AVE often abferved; That people of very 

| high ſpirits are not ſo well able to ſoppoit the 
weight of misfortunes as thoſe of a more moderate 
flow z— the men therefore muſt forgive me, when 
I ſay that the ſofter ſex, heing by nature leſs warm 
Und violent, bear away, the palm from them, in 

the article of patience and fortitude ;' for theſe l 
take to be ſynonimous terme. The men rave and 
form at the firſt onſet of ill fortune-; but on a ſe- 
ries of croſs accidents, fink and are quite depreſſ- 
ed, —few have the happy equanimity in temper 
25 to look with the ſame eye on the 200d and bag | 
tucceſs.of their affairs, 

Philoſophy, 


A 


N N | 
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Philoſophy, indeed; teathes different thing *” 3 
but there are not many who 1 in theſe latter time and 
give themſelves much pains io the ſtudy of that this 
ſcience, and thoſe who do are apt to neglect they . 
moſt neceſſary and valuable branch of it. 5 1 
A wife, therefore, who has by nature what! ty, £ 
a thouſand againft one if her-hufband has acqure 1 
by precept, Would never be an idle ſpectator 0 
his diſcontent, or any of thoſe loſſes and diſar 
pointments Which the viciſhtudes of human lik 


ſeldom fails to inffiet, even on thoſe who are ac} me 
counted moſt happy it is then her time 10 exe - 
all her wit, —diſplay all hertenderneſs, —doub| a 


all her aſſiduities about him, and omit nothing 
- which may keep melancholy __ ſeizing in 
Gerply on Bis mind. 

ſhe muſt bear her ware i in every calami 1 
that threatens him, the argument ſhe makes uſ 46 


of for his conſolation, will bave infinitely mere ef 1, 
ficacy than any could be offered: by a perſon leſs in } | 
tereſted in his fate he will admire the greatnel is 
of her ſoul, and at the ſame time call to remeb}} ** 


brance theſe: words of the poet: "= 3 


5 * ir aint en en to pay, 
The tribute to adverſe fortune, 

And bear With equal ſoul her frons and ſmiles 

© Is the true proof of. virtue,” 


Indee? er I fee 2 noble mind fruggling a 


beneath a load. of woes, yet | (till maintaining 1s 8 
native dignity, , metbinks a certaig glory ſhine fe 
about that perſon, which deſerves, as well u 


1 our admira tion, more than al} we couk 
co ver amid the infd glare of one proſpen 
ty 


— $5 * 
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ty; and here I cannot forbear inſerting a very juſt 


and elegant ſimile which Mr. Cowley makes on 
this occaſion: 


So tho' leſs. worthy ones are drown'd i in dight, 


© The faithful diamond keeps his native light, 
* And is obliged to darkneſs for a ray, 


* That would be. more opprels: 'd than ip by 
* gay 1 


+ * 


2 4 2 N A * 
r N 
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But the true IE of that. behaviour which 1 


ſhould be glad every wife would obſerve, will 


beſt be Hewn by the diſagreeable contract which 
ſome wemen put in practice, adding thereby to 


the ſorrow, which is both their duty and their 


intereſt to alleviate. 

Though the wiſeſt and beſt concerted Chun 
may, and often do, fail of theFexpiEtcd ſucceſs, 
the world is ſo ungenerous and unjuſt as to lay the 
whole blame on the ſuffering object, and virulent- 

ly condemn thoſe very methods of proceeding 
which, if proſperous, wou Have been applauded 


ate Mr. Dingen s words, 


fy * 
Y WMS 5 


#5 the higheſt acts of human: Pragence 3 ;—ſo true 


5 « When things $0. ill, each ſoul: preſumes rad- 
* 5 viſe, 2 3 7 1 . 
nie And if more happy. thinks hſelf, mere ile.“ 

But how ſhocking beyond, os; is it when 
uggling 2 wife ſha il take this liberty Nen inſtead. of 
ning. ſoftening his afl. Qions by ner gef carments,—en- 
ſhibes dekyouring to inſpire hun With. hopes of better: 
well 2 fortune, and to perfuade him that the preſent is 
e could] act ſo bad as imagination paints it, — the cruel 


ry 


et, eren 5 


CY 
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creature, forgetting all love.—all pity, —all de- 
cency and good manners, reproaches, — reviles 

- Him,—accuſes his cond uct or folly and madneſs,— 
wiſhes ſhe had never ſeen his face, curfes the hour 
that joined them, —complains of fate for having 

involved her in his ruin, —exaggerates the misfor- 
tune they labour under, — and forms all the ideas 
her invention can ſupply. her with, of yet much 


_ worſe to come. FO, on - 

Jo what extremes may not a man be reduced 
by a treatment of this ſort 2— lk a ſoft and ger- 
tle temper, it may probably drive him to diſpair; 
—if of 2 more harſh and rugged one, te actions 
which no provocation en her part can juſtify in a 
perſon of his ſex to one of hers. _ | 

| The leaſt bad conſequence. that could, attend 

ſuch behaviour, wouid be the moſt violent and 
frequent quarrels between them, - ſucceeded by 

_ E:iumblings and mutual diſcontent ; words ſome- 
times cut deeper than a ſword, and the wounds 
they make are with more difficulty -bealed ; bis 
heart world detain an indelible imprefſion of her 

_ Seprexches; whatever affection he had for het; 
woule be extinguiſhed, nor would all her ſubmiſ- 

ſion in caſe ſhe repented, be ſcarce able to rexin-W« 

Cle it, * . e : : 4 
. It muſt certainly be owing to the want of re- 
flection, zhat can make a woman thus draw upon 
herſeif a worſe misfortune than any ſhe could ſuſ- 

tain through the millakes of ill conduQ of ber 
huſband ;—nor may the total loſs of his affection 
be all that may poſſibly enſue; it would be 4 

- thing much te be wondered at, if the breach be- 
twsen them did not make him run into ene 
= 228 g 5 | 3 | WAI 
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ich in the end would complete the ruin of them 
th. 0 i 
But I have now done with a portraiture which 
mot afford any ſatisfaction to my fair readers? 
j after having preſented them with a ſmall 
uch of a inoſt amiable reverſe, concluded a. ſub- 
t, which according to the beſt of my judg- 
nt and obſervation of the world, cannot be too 
ch cenſidered by be oP 7: 
In the beginning of that too memorable year, 
which the failure of the charitable corpora- 
, Tuined half thoſe; who had not been before 
done by the fatal South-ſea ſcheme, ja gentle- 
an of a conſiderable eſtate in Wales was married 
the daughter of a wealthy merchant in London, 
th whom he had a fortune of ſeven thouſand, 
nds. - » | A's THe. a 
This money which he at firſt intended ſhould 


y off a mortgage, with which ſome part of his 


hte was encumbered, he raſhly embarked, and 
in the above mentioned fund-;—he felt this 
fortune the more ſeverely as he had brought 
on himſelf, without the knowledge of his wife 
her father —His mortgage was alſo a ſecret to 
em; —and when theſe two things ſhould come 


dlight, as he knew they muſt do by the impoſſi- | 


lity he ſhould find of continuing to live in the 
(ion he had begun to do ſince their marriage, 
red the repreaches of thoſe perſons whoſe love 
d eſteem it moſt concerned him to preierve. 

Theſe reflections threw him into a, melancholy 
ich all his endeavours could not conceal from 
e penetrating eyes of his wife ;--ſhe begged to 
how the cauſe, —at firſt he denied there was any. 
affected a more chearful behaviour; but the 


©. 
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ſoon ſaw through the thin diſguiſe and convince! 
that ſome latent grief prayed upon his heart, e 
newed her preſſures —One day when they we 
alone, ſhe threw ker arms abou; his neck, an! 
bathing his cheeks with: tears, beſeeched, conjure 
him by all the love he had poſſeſſed for ker, not t 
refuſe making ber the partner of his ſoriows. 
Overcome with her tenderneſs, he at laſt cried 


On 


eaV 

' out,—* Oh! my dear, I have wronged you; -e v 
wrooged you beyond forgiveneſs! and can I be th olly 
reporter of my own tranſgreffion!'— I believe ihn. 
among the things impoſſible, replied ſhe, for voulſaind | 
to do wrong to any one; and 1 am ſure it is yehlſlentir 
more ſo or you to do any thing which my lor I 
would not forgive.“ dy h 
He could reſiſt no longer, but aſter affew tte befo 
gles within bimſclf, repeated to her the whole effGmoſi 
his affairs ,—the liſtened to him with attention, Wal 
ſeemed as jitile ſurpiiled, but diſcovered not the than 
leaſt emotions of either grief or reſentnient.;—andit pe 


when he had given over ſpeaking iaid to him, 
I confeſs, my dear, that tieie are mis{forcunes pro: 
yet Lcannot-think them of ſuſk-ient weight to ce te}! 
preſs your ſpirits in the manner they bave done.” late 
How, my dear ! returned he,. Do you not con poſ 
der by this curſed accident, I am dcptived oN anc 
the means, for ſome time at leaſt, of iu pporiing lett 
you in the manner I. ought to do, and you had aff pg 
zight to expect, when you A happy in y our be 
pofſciiion : we mult lay down our coach, — Dol v. 
you imagine, reſumed ſhe, with the moſt obliging 
ſmile;==that I have ſo much. pride. or fo little love, ne 
as not to be as well content wih walking as wa 5 
riding, while I have you by my fide ?? Oh! but 21 
ors he, What will 8 father lay © Ty 0 
i | ai 
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On this ſhe fell _— little pauſe, but foon 


oming out of it repli As to my father, 1 
o he looks upon theſe public ſchemes as mere 
ubbles, and the averſion he has to them may 
ake him accuſe you of ſome impfudence ; 
t which reaſon he ſhall not know it, I have 
wou ght of an expedient that will ſolve all. 
Heavens! cried he What expedient !—will ack 
be very change in my way of lying betray my 
olly to your father ?—+1 will tell you, my dear, 
mſwered ſhe, we will quit, this expenſive town, 


| ind live at your country ſeat till your affairs are 
is yel 


mirely cleared.“ 

I thoutd have informed my reader, that this la- 
dy had fo great an averſion to the country, that 
before martiage ſhe had exacted from him' the 
moſt ſolemn promiſe never to take ker down to 
Wales; he could not, therefore, be otherwrle 
than amaze on hearing her make this offer. Is 
it poſſible, faid he, that you can be in earneſt ! 

— Emirely fo, anſwered; ſhe,—and if you ap- 
prove of it, will go to- mor fo to my father, and 
tell him that I have the curioſity to ſee your eſ- 
tate, aud will pats: fomgi: ne in Wales for the pur- 
poſe ;—he will not ſuſpect the truth of what I ſay, 
and when we. get there: Lean. pretend to him, by 
etters, that I like, the place ſo Well that I can- 
not think 01 leaving, it ; ſo will this misfortune 
be always a ſecret to; *him, and Lern obe elſe you 
would es it from, 1 . 

* But can you can you, my dear, ſaid he, 
not yet recovered from his con ternation, Can 
you xefolve to abſent yourſelf from your father, 
and all thoſe other relations to whom your com- 
7 is ſo juſtly * 2—can you forego your 

1 H 2 | native 
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ative air, and quit all thoſe pleaſures; thoſe 2: 
Rekis bis town affords, and which from youſſheaſe: 
io fancy you have been accuſtomed to enjoy !—Jſer ſc 
cn you do this, and conſent to live a voluntar ame 
exile among rocks and barren mountains? . \ Be; 

Without the leaſt TeluQtance, when you arhy of 
my guide, and my companion, reſumed ſhe; painſbefire 
not, therefore, the place of my retreat in any direFſhut, te 
ful colours, — I he ve altea y formed the moſt deflyher: 
lightful idea of it ; J Hall forget" the mufic of theſe, v 
opera, while attentive. to the notes which Heaveſſonce 
has taught the! litile Choriſters of the air ;—t) 
friſk ing kids ate d{porting. lambkifs on the meu 
tain tops, or courf ing each other through the vale, 
will afford me more : pleaſure t than all the balls and 
aſſemblics in the bay market; and the ſincere welſtour: 
comes of our *hokeſ tenants and their ruddy 
dames, will Pleaſe” me much better than the un- 
meaning compliments of fops and fools. — tu 

It was thE/hutbangof this charniing womanWnio 
who was the Piater f f'this ſtory to ine, —he ſaid, ach 
that on heering ofs expreffons trom her he waiſſiy, 
ſo overcome with” Tapture, that he could not for- fut 
bear caiching her in bis arts, and. crying out i 
the poet's be og n es 

r te | | 
Sure ee We Ebelleve of Heay'n, Tk: 
b Ama ung Pligsbtneſs, 5 | 4 and love! 


ont 


RY 3 


| sbe Ee her promiſe in every articular, with 
the ſame "ere 1 75 made it; and diſ- 
patched evefy Rigg necefſiry” or their. departure 
with fo mucey an 0D and alacrity, that in {es 

than a wet k tlie Happy pair ſet out for Wales. 
On their arrival, the reſolution ſhe had taken to be 
| Fleas {ed 


| 4 
/ 
o ! 


fin == towards a Hiſband. W © 5 


| youſſhleaſed with whatever- the found there, rendered 
1c jo reality the country, by degrees, be- 
arſine as agreeable to her, as it had once been irk- 
\ Pome; and the remembrance of rhe noiſe and hur- 
u of the town, gave her rather a diſguſt than a 
ere of, returning to it ; this ſhe only declared, 
but, teſtiſied, by requiring her huſband to continue 


d, which. they fill do, coming osly to London 
ce in three or four years, 10 viſit the kindred 
they have there, and their. ſtay never exceeds 4 
onth or ſix Wel ks at a time They are now. . 
he parents of a numerous off3pring, and live bleſt 
in each other, loved and reſpected by their neigh- 
bours, and almoſt addsed bx their tenants and 
dependants. | 
e un} | believe there is no wiſe but, l applaud the 
_ Fitues, of this lady; but. if there are not ſome 
who do not endeavour to became her imitators in 
loch circumſtances as ſhall give them an opportu- 


ity, my K's in writing This. will be SY 
uſtrated. 


* 
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ay, The jnuooderate — of 5 5 in women, and 
its pernicious conſequences. 


D 


Ss 
with AN b love of gaming among men, 
d dis- has ever been looked upon by all wiſe per- 


rture Ions, and lovers of regulariiy, not only as an“ 
n Jefs (enormous folly, but a vice alſo.;——even thoſe 
3.— ho practice it can find no excuſe for their do- 
to be Mae ſo they curſe it when they looſe their mo- 


* 


there they were, after the mortgage was redeem- 
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138 The pernicious Cinſequentes of 
ney, and are aſhamed to praiſe it when they 
win, 

What then can be alledged i in vindicatidn of: 
female gameſter hy truly nothing, but thatj 


is the mode, and without play they ſhould mak 
but aukward figures at a. rout, or a drum: major 


' ——the example of fome few leading ladies influ 


ence, the 'reſt}®and a polite mother makes it the 
chie# part'of her day 12hter's education: 
Miſs mutt read Hoyle ioſtead- of the bible; 
ſtudy the rules of Whiſt before thoſe of as 
Carechitine and bejconfirmed AS 2 \Zameſter, b 
fore the is confirmed 3 as a Chriſtian. 
The vice has. indeed taken ſo deep a root, eſp 
cially among welltbred. people, that diſparing o 
u reformation, e in ſome debate with myſel 
whether I fhoul mention it or not? But when 
eonſidered that thete were yet ſome few whon 
the conta gion had. not taken hold of, | thought i 
an indiſpenſable! quty to offer hem ſuch antidote 
as are in my power. 
As f Know-. nothing of.? wore, weight with the 
fair ſex, N the preſervation of thoſe perſona 
charms Heaven bas endued them with, 1 woul 
have them znathe-fir I place tot lect, that a conti 
nual hee NY of; the ſpines, joined With thi 
want of repoſe. at thoſ&hours, ordained by natur 
for it, it is a moſt, cruet enemy, both to beauty ar 


to health? and” that this is one of” the evils which Z 


in gaming are unayoidable. 
In the next et her reniember that while the1 
not only waſting her time, but waſting it in al 
amuſement. which ſeenſs followed in merexcontra 
diction id he laws of God and man, as well ast 
thoſe of reaſon, the cught net to flatter, heiſe 


1 


N 
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Gaming in Women. 


J. an being under the proted ion of Heaven, and 
that a Thouſand ill accidents may happen in her 


M family at home, which poſſibly might have been 
i prevented by her preſence. 

Let her aſk herſelf the queſtion, by what metive 
ſhe is induced to become a party at a gaming- 
table? lf it be the expectation of adding ſome 
pieces to her purpoſe, is net the danger of loſing 
thoſe ſhe had already there, at leaſt equal to the 
chance of acquiring more ?—lt ſhe goes for. the 


I fake of company, wha t ſatisfaction, what improve- 


ment can ſhe propoſe to receive from the con- 
verſation of a promiſcuous aſſembly, whb talk of 


A nothing but the grand buſineſs of their play; and- 


if influenced only by a deſire of complying with 
the.cuſtom of the preſent” age, let her conſider 
that there are many pernicious cuſtouus beſides 
gaming, which late years have introcuced Amon 
us; and that if ſhe would be entirely in the faſhion, 
ſhe would alfo abandon berſelf to ſome others, yet | 
more ſhocking to a new praQuitioner in vices | 

There is no act of licentiouſneſs, indeed, to 
which gaming is not an int reduction z—it opens 
a door 10 ſuch enormities,—ſuch ſcenes of vice, as 
| hope there are a great many of my readers who 
would ſhudder at the bare deſcription of ;— for 
their ſakes 1 ſhall: therefore proceed no farther OR. 
ſo diſagreeable a"ſubje&, and leave the miſchiefs. 


u bich frequently attend an attachment io this de- 
iruQive and miſcalled diverion, to the unagina=.. , | 


tion of every one to ſuggeſt. . | 
W hat can a buſband think Bog wife, who wil, 
fully runs herſelf into danger of the moſt dreadfub 


kind, and EIS ſhe "Ong it oy be locked + | 


x» 
Kage 
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140 Tze pernicious Conſequence of 4 
upon as a kind of prodigy, and leaves her no room 
to boaſt that it is either to any conſideration of her 
own character, or her huſband's honour or pov 
of mind, the isindevted. 

But it is not to thoſe who are already far e en- 
g tangled i in the fatal ſnare that I am directing this 
diſcourſe, thoſe i look upon to be incorrigible, 
and perhaps one great motive of theſe being ſo is 
a ſelt-conviction of their faults :—Some are above 
_ repentance, and Chooſe to perſiſt obſtinately in their 
errors, not ſo much becauſe they ſtill like then, as ny 
becauſe their pride will not ſuffer them to acknow- ſhoſſib 
ledge, by a reformation, that they have ever been 
to blame To perſons of this unhappy diſpo- 

fition all lefſons would be ineffectual; —nay, the 
would rather be hardened than any way amended. 
either by remonſtrances or reproofs. 

It is thofe, who being at preſent entirely free, 
yet through the prevalence of example, they per- 
ſuaſions of others, or their own inadvertency, are 
liable to be drawn into this vice, whoſe eyes I 
would attempt to open, and me ke them fee the 
dangers of that precipice they are about to climb, Plot 
before tney reach too near the brink. 

In the firſt place, 1 would have them reflect on 
the low ſhifts to which a woman who plays much | f 

is frequently reduced; how, after aa evenings. 
ill-luck, in order to diſcharge what-they call a Far 

debt of honours her jewels, plate, and ſometimes” of t 
a birth-day ſuit, are expoſes in the ſhops of a com- foot. 
mon pawabroker, and there deppſited among the ub. 
dirty rags of the moſt abject wretches, who are Eeui 
obliged to ſtrip their backs to ſupply the neceſſities Fung 
of their ſtomachs :—— This, though the leaft of 

All the numerous train of evils to be apprehended 


front: 


| Gaming i in W omen. | rar 
om gaming, ſhould methinks, he ſufficient to 
ler a woman of any) delicacy frem purſuing: 


* 


gut let ber carry her ideas yet a lictle derb 
let her well weigh what it is, —that beſides her 


en- oney, ſhe is about ro hazard no leſs than her 
this reputation in the world, he whole ba ppinefs 
ble, F her life at home, her huſband's Honour ,- 


her own peace of mind, and perhaps. her virtue 
ove oo ; ſome of thoſe are forfeited by being 
heir Naked, and all the other depend but on the turp= 
, as Ing of a card, and aye be allo loſt beyond 2 
w- Poſſibility of recovery. , 
een If theſe conſiderations are not of force to 1 
po- rain her from enrolling herſelf in the liſt of 6 : 
the nale ſibertiges. for da female gameſter is no 
ded. iber, — we may juſtly conclude that the is pleaſ- 


ed with deſtruction, and proud to ſacrifice to that 
idol, faſhion, whatever is N palygble 1 in wo- 
I ank ind. 8 : 


are ; 

> IL. — er. — * ay 55 2 e xa; eg: nn rer 
the "Ix Aer | 

1b, oth and the bad eſfegte of it, eſpecially in 2 


\martied wowan- 1 
on . N * ms, Ar. af 


ch THI NK the; Roman Carhidlics rank goth 
8 among the Abet of the deadly fins how 
| a ar it deferves that epithet | leave*to the deciſion 
nes fef the churchmen 5 'burof this Lam ceatain, that 
m- Moth in a wife is 4 mortal ſin 288 alt ber huſband. 
the vhen employed by hi 0 2 ally! Fair, which re- 
Are 


guires diſpatch, and gen 11 A e tretling things. 
ungratefut and diſobliging 
When 


7 8 ** 


3 Bad Efjefts of Sloth 
When this. diſpoſition inherent to the nature 
of a perſon, and born with them, it can never be 
ſo thoroughly eradicated but that ſome remains of 
it will ſtill appear in all they do or ſay; every look, 
every geſture, every word they ſpeak betrays it. 

The earthly maſs of which they are 
compoſed, wanting a ſufficient quantity of air 
and fire Wwherewith tb invigorate it, feems mere 
matter put in motion by exterior caules, and uni- 
formed within ;—but as the duggith body contains 
a ſoul endued with reaſon, and capable of re- 
flection, the utmoſt efforts ſhould be exerted in 
ſupplying, as much as poſſible, the deficjencies of 
the animal ſpirits, otherwiſe, the lamp would 
fink to its centre, and while alive be numbered 
w1ih the dead. | b 

Though ſuch a one; may be phied, they never 
can be loved, it ther efore behoves a wife to omit 
nothing in her power to rectify this defect; —— in 
order to which the ought not to indulge herſelf 
-in any one thing, 
the malady ——She ought to take much and la- 
borious exerciſe, - —ſleep very little. —eat_ ſpar- 
ingly, and live. always in the open air; this 
regiment may contribute ſomewhat towards a 
Cure, though not totally effect it. 
But all this may be looked upon, aud indeed 


pfreity juſtly, as a needlefs digreſſion, ſince nature 


in this caſe is ſeldom fo much to blame as edu- 
Cation. ———=9yc; parents love their children ſo 
well as to ruin both their conſtitution and under- 
ftaning ,—tbey ſuffer them to eat, drink and 
| Neep as much as they will they ſet them about 


no exerciſe, which might enber rouſe the faculties 
of the mind, or give lrength or vigour 5 
097 
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mn married Wamne. 143 
re body, for fear of giving them pain; but let them 
be | grow up in a conſtant habit of ſloth, till it be- 
of Jeomes a ſecond nature in reality. 5 
Kk, A woman thus trained up, ought W af 
it. ter the is married, to confider thava very differ- 
are ent manner of behaviour, to- what The has been 
air accuſtomed is now expected from her ;—thar ſhe 
ere bas a huſbaud to oblige a family to manage, 
ni- Hand probably other avocations which equally de- 
ing Imand ber attention, and if neglected cannot fail 
re- Rot drawing on her the reproaches of her buſband, 
in che diſreſpect of all his friends, and the ridicefe 


Sof Jof thoſe wumen, who either are, or would paſs 
uld Nor better jadges of whay 1 is ann! in the cha- 
red Ntacter of a wife. 1 
There are but very few men, and thoſe none of 
ever Ithe wiſeſt, who marry with no other view than 
mit that of gratifying an amorous iiclination ;z——a 
—in woman therefore, how. beautiful ſoever her per- 
rſelf Nen may be, muſt be extremely weak in her in- 
eaſe Wiles, who can imagine fire 1s placed at the 


4 Jas cad of a, family like a fine picture, or a china 

ſpar- pt is a drawing room, merely for ornament, 

- this ithaut being of any ren] ſervice. 

ds a \ bat degree either of affection or. eſteem | can 
hat wife hope for from her huſband, who, when 


cee er! ned oY ln 1 do any ting, provided it be 
ature Po confiftent wiik their eircumſtances and way 
edu- BY "Ing. it ſtead of a. ready compliance makes 
en io -r that ſhe cannot do it,. thai ſhe wes not 


iader- on; — and on his inblhjag on the pe: for- 
L and ee, preſenily falls a crying, complains the 
about r , dealt wüh, —-wiſhes the had never been 
culties Pre . fuch like*fiuff, which he with 
to the Ruch tore jultice iin retort on her. 

bod? 


- 


It 
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It is alſo very near as diſagreeable, when he 
finds himſelf obliged to reiterate his commands 
that at laſt ſhe ſubmits to them with reluctance,.— 
makes childiſh excuſes for unneceſſary delays,— 


and puts off from time to time affairs, which, it 


may be, require the moſt immediate diſpatch. 

Perſans in an elevated ſtation have not tbe ſame 
trals with thoſe in a lower ſphere. of life, becauſe 
they have not the ſame ocefion to exert their ac- 

» tivity ; yet as they may find a great many pretty 
ways to employ themſelves, without derogating 
at all from their dignity, Cloth is as little to be ex- 

- Cuſed in them as in the meaneſt: and the fine 
lady Lollup in her coach-and-fix is full as diſa- 
greeable to her lord, as plain: Mrs. Lollap behind 
a counter is to her honeſt Citizen: 

In fine, floth is ſo deteſtablo a quality in a wife, 
that no man can enjoy the leaſt happineſs with 
one p6fſciſed,.of it to any great 1 Whether 
therefore it be owing to a certain heavineſs in the 


blood, or has been contracted by a long il} babir, 
that woman mutt be ſtrangely wanting to herſelf 
who does. not endeavour, with all her might, to 
thake it off, which I am far from thinkiag im- 
poſſible to be effected, by the help of a ſteady re 
ſolution, joined to the methods 1 have 0 the 
kiberty to N 1 
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ED LOCK, oh curs'd uncomſortable ſtate, 
Cauſe of my woes and object of my hate ; 

How bleſs'd was I, ah! once how happy me, 
When I from theſe uveaſy bonds was free, 
How calm iny joys, how peaceful was my breaſt, 
Till with thy fatal care too ſoon oppreſs'd ; 
"The world ſeem'd Paradiſe, fo bleſs'd the toil, 
Wherein | liv'd, that bus'neſs was no toil: 
Life was a comfort that produc'd, each day, 
New joys, that ſtil] pre ſerv'd me from decay. 
Thus heaven firſt launch'd me in pacific ſeas, | 
Where free from ftorm I mov'd with gentle breeze; 


My fails proportion'd and my veffel tight, 


Coaſting in pleaſure's bay I ſteer'd aright, 


Balane'd with true content and dreighted with 
delight, 


Es - 


Bogks 


* 
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Books my companions were, wherein I found 


Need ful advice without a noiſy found, iy 
Bur was with friendly pleaſing filence, taught A 
Wiſdon''s beſt rules to tructify my thought: 5 
Rais'd up our ſage foreſathets from the dead, T 
And, when I pleas'd invok'd them to my aid, A 
Who, at a ſtudy bar, without a fee would plead. 35 J 
Whilſt I chief juſt ce, fat, heard all their ſuits, 
And gave my judgment on their learn'd diſputes; 3 
Strove to determine ev'ry cauſe aright, A 
And, from my pains found profit and delight: 
Free from partiality, I fear'd, no blame, T 
Deſir'd no brib'ry, ner deſerv'd no ſhame, T 
But like an upright judge, grudg'd no expence, V 
Or time, to fathow truth with diligence: N 
Reading by day, contemplating by nighr, N 
Till conſcience told me that L judg'd aright. N 
Next to my paper world F'd have recou: je, N 
And, by maps, run ober the univerſe : N 
Sail round the globe and touch at ev'ry port, N 
Su-vey thoſe ſhores when inen untam'd reſort ; N 
View thoſe old regions where the Ferſian lod, | N 
Taught wooden cettics firſt to be ador'd ; N 
Enſcar'd at laſt to ſacrifice his life N 
Jo the baſe pride of an adult'rous wife. Al 
And where the Thracian youth, to arms inur'd Ri 
The hungry ſoil with Pcrfiian blood manur'd ; 80 
Where bold Bucephalus brutal conduct ſhe wel, | 
The force of monſtrous elephants wit hſtood | A 
And with his rider waded thio? a purple flood. 3 T 
Then would 1 next the Roman field furyey, WW 
Where brave Fabricius with his army lay; II. 
Fanvrd for his valour, from corruption free, Tn 
Made up with courage and bumility, ©, 
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Then when encamp'd, the good man lowly bent, 
Cook'd his own cabbage in his homely tent ; 
And when the Samnites fent the golden ſum, 
To tempt him to vetray his conntry Rome, 
The crefs he ſcoffingly return'd untold, 
| And anſwer'd with a look ſerenely bold, 
4 That Roman ſprouts would" boil without their 
| «\ Grecian Gold. „ 
Then eat the coleworts for his meal deſign'd, 
And beat the Grecian army when ke din'd. 
Thus would I range the world from pole to pole, 
To encreaſe my knowledge and delight my foul ; 
Travel all nations, and inform my ſenſe, 
Wich eaſe and ſafety at a ſmall expence; | 
No ſtorms to plough, no paſſenger's ſums to pay, 
No horſe to hire, or guide to ſhew the way; 
No Alps to climb, no deſarts here to paſs, 
No ambultcade, no thief to give me chace; 
No bear to dread, no ravinous wolf tc fight, 
No bees to ſting, no rattle-ſnakes to bite; 
No floods to ford, no hurricanes to fear, 
No dreadful thunder to ſurprife the ear; 
No winds to freeze, no fun to ſcorch or fry, 
No thirſt and' hunger, and relief not nigh : 
All theſe fatigues, and miſchiefs could I thun, 
| Reſt when I plead, and when I pleas'd jog on, 
do travel through both Indies in an afternoon. 
( When the day thus far I pleaſantly had ſpent, 
And ev'ry hour adminiſter'd content, 
Then would I range the fields and flaw'ry meads, 
Where nature her exubrant beauty ſpreads, 
In whoſe delightful products doth appear, 
Ioimirabie beauty ev'ry Where: 
Contemplate on each plant and uſeful weed, 
And how its form firſt lay involv'd in ſeed ; 
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Ho they're preſerv'd by provideniial care, 

For what deſign'd, and what their virtuks are. 
Thus tomy mind by dint of reaſon prove, 
That all below is ow'd to hea ver above; 

And that no earthly temporals can be, 

But what mult centre in eternity. 

Then gaze aioft where all things had their birth, 


And mount my prying ſoul 'twixt heaven and earth, 
bus the ſweet harmony of the whole admire, 6 | 


And by new ſearch, new learning ſtill acquire, 
So Nearer ev'ry day to truths divine aſpire. 


When tir'd with thought, then from my pocket 


pluck - 
Some friendly dear companion of a book. 
W hoſe homely calf-ſkin fences did contain 
The verbal treaſure of ſome good old man, 
Made by long ſtudy and experience wile, 


Whoſe piercing thoughts io heavenly knowledge 


riſe 3 | 
Among thoſe pious relics I can find | 
Rules for my life, rich banquets for my mind; 
Such pleaſing neQars, ſuch celeſtial food, 

That, well digeſted, makes a man a God; 
And for his ute, at the {ame time, prepares 
On earth, a heayen, in ſpite of worldly cares. 
The day in theſe enjoyments would I ſpend, 
But choſe at nigbt my bottle and my friend; 
_ "Took prudent care that neither was abus'd, 

But with due moderation both I us'd, 

And in one ſober point found more delight 
Than the inſatiate ſot who ſwills all night, 

Ne'er drown my ſenſes, nor my ſoul debaſe, 
Or drink beyond the reliſh of my gls: 

For in exceſs good heaven's deſign, are croſs'd ; 
In all extremes the true eojoyment's loſt, 


Wine 


Aa SINGLE LIT E, &c. = 
Wine cheers the heart and eleyates the ſoul; 

But if furfeited with too large a bowl, 
Wanting true aim, we che happy mark o'erthoot 
And Change the heavenly image to a brute; 
So the great Grecian, who the world ſubdu? 
And drowi' whole nations in a fea of blood, 
At laſt was conquer'd by the pov, 'r of wine, 

| And died a drunken vigim to the vine. 

n My friend and I When ger the bottle ſat,“ 

I Mix'd with each glaſs ſome inoffenfive chat; 
Talk'd of the world s aFairs, but ſtill kept free 
From paſſion, zeal, or partiality : 

With boneſt freedom did our thovghts diſpenſe, 
And judg'd of things with indifference; 
Til time at laſt did our delights invade, | 
And in due ſeaſon ſeparation made; 
Then without envy, diſcord, or deccit, 
Part like true friends as loving as we meet: 
3e | The tavern change for a domeftic ſcene, 

That ſweet retirement, tho' it's ne'er ſo mean, 
Taus leave each other in a chearful plight; 

To enjoy the ſdent pleaſures of the night. V 
When howereturn'd, my thanks to heaven þ2 7; 
For all tze-palt kind blctlings of the day; 

No haughty help-mate does my peace mole, 
No treach'rous faake to harbour in my breatt, 
No fawning mittreſs of the female art, 

With Judas kiſſes to betray wy heart; 

No light- ta il'd hypocrite to raiſe my fears, 
No vile impert'nence to torment my ears 75 
No molten offspring to diſtreſs my tnou aht, 

In wedlock born, but God knows where begot. 
No luſtful Metlalina to requie 

Whole troops of men +, her brutal fire ; ; 
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No family cares my quiet to diſturb, 

No headſtrong humours to diſſuage or curd ; 
No jarring ſervants, no domeſtic ſtrife. 

No jilt, no termagant, no faithiefs wife, | 
With vinegar or gall, to ſour or bitter life. 
"Thus free trom all that could my mind annoy ; 
Alone myſelf, I did myſelf enjoy: | 
When nature call'd, | laid me down to nit, 
With a ſound body and a peaceful breaſt ; 
Hours of repoſe with conſtancy I kept. 

And guardian angels watch'd me when I flept ; 
In lively dreams revolving as | lay, | 
The pleaſures of the laſt preceding day. 
Thus while 1 fingly liv'd 1 did poſſeſs, 

By day and night tacefſant happineſs, 
Content enjoy'd awake, and flceping found no 


leſs. 


unſeen. 


But a curs'd fiend from hell's dire regions ſent, 
Ranging tire world, on man's de{truction bent, 
And with an envious; price beholding me, 
Advanc'd by virtue to felicity ; 

Reſolv'd his own eternal wretched ſtate, 
Should be in part reveng'd in my ſad fate: 
{*nd to at once, my happy life betray, 
 Fiung woman, faithleſs woman in my way? 
beauty ſhe had, a ſeeming modeſt mien. 

All charms without, but devil all within. 
Which did not yet appear, but luik'd alas! 
* 

A fair complexion, far exceeding paint, ; 
Black flzepy eyes that would have charm'd a faint, 
Uer lips fo ſoft and ſweet, that ev'ry kiſs 
Seem'd a ſhort taſte of the eternal bliſs: 

Her ſer of teeth, fo regular and ſo white, 
They'd ſhew their luſtre in the daikeſt n 
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Round her ſeraphic face ſo fair and young, 
Her fable hair in careleſs treſſes hung, 5 
Which adding to ber beauteous features, ſnew'd 
Like ſome fair angel pzeping through a cloud: 
Her breaſts, her hands, her ev'ry charm (6 bright, 
She ſeem'd a ſun by Gay, a moon by night. 
Her ſha pe fo raviſhing, that er'ry part 
Proportion'd was to niceſt jules of art; 
So awful was her carriage when ſhe mov'd, 
None could behold het but he fear'd and loy'd. 
She danc'd well, ſung well, finely play'd the lute, 
Was always witty in her words, or mute. 
Obliging, not referv'd, no: yet too free, 
But as a mand divineiy ble 4 ſhould be; 
Nor vainly gay, bu: 05 ecent in attire, 
dhe ſeem'd ſo good, he could no more acquire 
Df heaven than wii ihe had, and man no more 
deſire. 5 

Fortune, like God and nature, too 8 kind, 
And to theſe gifts a copious ſum had join'd ; 
Who could the power of ſuch temptations hun, 
What frozen cynic trom her charms could run? 
Whar cioiſter'd monk could ſee a, face ſo bright 
Put quit his beads and follow beauty” s light, 
And by its luſtre hope-ta thun eternal night ? 

I 'v bewitch'd and porfon'd with her charms, 
Believ'd the utmoſt heaven was in her arms, 
Methought the goodneſs in her eyes I ſee, 
dpoke her the offspring of ſome deity. 

Now books ard walks could not content afford, 

dhe was the only good to be ador'd, 

In her fair loo ks alone, content 1 "EY | 

Love's raging ſtorms all other joys had drown ds; 
By beauty's Ignus fatuus led altray, 
bound for content, J loft my happy way; 
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Of reaſon's faithful pilot now bereft, 


| Was among rocks and ſheives in danger left'; An 
| There muſt have periſh'd, as I fondly thought, No 
| Unleſs ber kind uſage my ſalvation wrought ; I'c 
Her happy aid I labour'd to obtain, £ Be 
Hop'd tor ſucceſs, yet fear'd her {ad diſdain, A 
Jortur'd like dying conviéts while they live, a 
'wixt fear of death, and hopes of a reprieve : . 
Firſt for her ſmalleſt favours did I ſue, WI 
Crept, fawn'd and cring'd, as lovers us'd to do, It i 
Sigh'd ere I ſpoke, and when 1 ipoke.look'd pale, 1 
In words contus*%, diſclos'd my mournful tale, Asa 
UnpraGtis'd in amours, I ſpeeches coin'd. Ma 


zut could not utter what I weil dgfign'd. 
Warm'd by her charms 'gainſt baſhlulneſs I ſtrove, I +; 
And trembiing ſat, and ftammer'd out my love; Or 
Told her how gentle 1 admir'd and fear, 


f 

Which the *twixt coyneſs and compaſſion her rd, E 

| Gradg'd no expente of money or of time, Ba 
Hud thought that not UV adore her was a crime, ä 
Phe more each viſit I acquainted grew, Uh, 

Yet ev'ry tine found ſomething in her new, at 
Who was above her ſex ſo fortunate, W. 
1 She had a char: m for man in ev'ry ſtate: | Bel 
Beauty for che youthful, prudence for the old, 80 
Scripture-ſonthe godiy, for the miſer gold; W 

Wit for the ingenious, ſilence for the grave, Th 

' Flatr'ry for the fool, and cunning for the knave. W 
Compounded thus of ſuch varieties, < | W 

She had a knack could ev'ry temper pleaſe, W 

And when hertelf thought fit, was ev'ry one · o M. 
theſe. Das Ju 

I lov'd, 1 figh'd and vow'd, talk'd, whin'd and 50 
pray'd, | As 


And at her feet my panting heart I laid: 
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She far ing, then frown'd, was naw reſerv'd, then 
free, 
And as the play'd her part, oft chagg' her key ; 
Not thro” fantaſtic humour, but deſign, | 
Lo try me thoroughly ere the would be mine, 
Becauie the wanted in one man to have, 
A huſband, lover, cuckold, and a fl:ve. 
So travellers, before a horſe they buy, 
His ſpeed, his paces, and his temper try, 
Whether he'd anſwer whip and ſpur, thence Judge 
It the poor beatt will prove a patient drudge. 
When ihe by wiles Lad heighten'd my deſire, 
And fann'd love's ſparkles to a raging fire, 
Mad now for wedlock, or for bedlein fit, 
Thus paſſion gain'd the upper hand of wit; 
The dame by pity or by int'reſt mov'd 
Or elſe by luft, pretended now the lov'd ; 
After long ſufFrings, her conſent | got, x 
To make we happy as | hop'd and thought, 
But oh ! the wretched haur | ry'd the Gordian 
c knot. 
Thus thro? miſtake l uw; plangtd my 58 
Into the gulph of miſcries, a wife, 
With joyful arms I thus embrac'd my fate, 
Believ'd too ſoon, was undecejv' too late. 
So hair brain'd fools to Indian climates rove, 
With a vain hope their fortunes to improve; 
There ſpend their ſlender Car g9C5, then become 
Worſe flaves abroad than e'er they were at home. 
When a few weeks were waſted, I compar'd 
With due moderation and regard, 
My former freedom with my new reſtraint 
Judging which ſtate affords the moſt conteat. 
Bet found a ſingle life as calm and gay, 
As the delightful month 0 blooming 18 


— TS 
mmm ̃ ET rr — 
. — — — i - _ 


Not | 


{ 
5 
4 
[ 
: 
| 


— 


156 Thr PLEASURE or 


Not cbill'd with coll, nor ſcorch'd with too Ani 
much heat, Hel 
Not plagu'd with flying duſt, nor drown'd with a | 
wet, 1 

But pleaſing to te eye, and to the noſtrits ſweet. 
But wedlock's like the bluſt'ring month of March, Ye 
That does the body majm, and bruiſes ſearch, 68 
Brings, by cold nipping ftorms, unwelcome Pains, Tl 
And finds, of breeds diſtempers j 1n our veins ; W 
Renews old ores, and haſtens on decay, An 
And ſeldom does afford one pleaſant day, HI. 
But clouds diſſolve, or raging tempeſts blow, V. 
And untile houſes like the wrangling ſhrew; A 
Thus March and marriage jufily may be faid i F. 
ro be alike: then ſure the man is mad, 0 
That loves ſuch changing weather when the Bi 
beſt 1s bad, { A 
Tho' I once happy ina ſingle life), V 

Yet ſhipwreck'd all upon that rock, a wife. 

By gold and beauty's powerful! charms betray'd A 


To the aulltrudgery of a martiage-bed, 
That Paradiſe for fools, a ſpoit for boys, 
Tireſome its chains, and brutal ave ite joys V 
Thou nauſcous prieſt- craft, that too ſoon ap⸗ E 
pea:-d- V 
+ 
7 
] 
/ 


Y 


Not as | hop'd, but worſe than what ! "EP d: 

All her ſoft charms which I believ'd divine. 

Marr: age, I thought, had made then only mint; 

Vain hope, alas! for I too early found 

My brows were with the thorn of De 
crown'd ; | | 

Jealouſy firſt, from reaſon rais'd a doubt, 

And fatal chance the unhappy truth found out, 

| Made it ſo plain, from all pretences freed, 

The wicked woman no excuſe could plcad ; 
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Hell can no umbrage for adult'ry frame. 


And if ſhe wants device to hide her ſhame, 


I thought it prudence the diſgrace to hide: 
I :iav'd and ſtorm'd, ſhe pardon beg d, and 
cry'd x 
Yet with falfe proteſtations ſtrove to charm 
The cuckojd, to believe ſhe'd done no harm; 
Tho' taken by ſurpriſe, oh! curſe the day, 
Where all the marks of paſt enjoy ment lay; 
And ſhe diſorder'd by her luſttul freaks, 
Had ſhame and horror ſtruggling i in her cheeks, 
Yet made eſſays to clear her innocence, 
And hide her guilt with lies and impudence ; 
For laittul women, like a vicious ſtate, 
Oft ft:fl2 11's by others full as great; 5 
But 1 convinced too plainly of her guilt, 
All her falſe oaths and quick inventions fpoil'd ; 
Which kao ſhe us'd in vain, the bluſh'd and 
ery el. 
And own'd 
hide. 


This J forgave, ſhe promis'd to reclaim +. 
Vow'd future truth, it I'd conceal the ſame. 
But what ſtrange adamantine chain can bind 
Woman corrupted, tobe juſt or kind; 

Or how can man to an adultreſs ſnew, 
That love which to a faithſul wife is due. 


- ] firugel'd hard, and all my paſſions check'd 


And chang'd revenge into a mild reſpect, 


That good for ill return'd, might touch her 


near, 

And gratitude might bind her more than fear. 
My former love I ev'ry day renew'd, 

fad all the ſignals of oblivion ſhew'd : 
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the fault ſhe found ſhe could not 


Wink'd 
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= ' Wink'd at ſinall faults, would no ſuch trifles mind, 
aas accidental failings not deſign'd. 
I all things to her temper eaſy made, 
| Scorn'd to refleQ, and hated to upbraid; 
| She choſe (and rich it was) her own atlire, 
| Nay, had what a proud woman could deſire. 
* Thus the new covenant I ſtrictſy kept, 
| And oft ia private for her failings wept ; 


SS MAT 


Vet bore with ſeeming chearfulneſs thoſe cares 
That brinzza man too ſoon to grizzled hairs. 
| Vet all this kindneſs is diſpens'd in vain, 
Where luſt and baſe ingratitude remain : 
Luſt, which if once in temale fancy fix d, 
| Burns like ſaltpetre with dry touchwood mix'd ; 
And tho' cold fear a while may ſtop its force, l 
„ Tuill ſoon, like fire confin'd, break out the 
4 worſe, 8 Fi ; 
Or, like a side obſtructed, reaſſunte its courſe. | 
| No art could Cer prefuize the ſtinking STOTE, 
5 change the lech'rous nature of the goat; 
No -(iliul whitener ever found the ſle aht, 
To wath or bleach an Ethiopian white: 
No gentle uſage truly will affuig? 
| A riger's fierceneſs, Or a lion's rage : 
| Stripes and fevere correction is ae Way... 
| When once they're th roughly conguer'd they'lt 
| obey ; | 
Tes whip 4 four, commanding rein and bit 
That makes the unculy, head-ſtrong horſe ſub». 
1 mit; 0 
80 ſtuhborn, faithleſs woman mull be us'd, 
Or man by woman baſely be abus'd. 3 ' 
Pos after all the endearments I could ſhew; 
At laſt ſhe tura'd both libertine and ſhrew ; 


„ 4 5 ut :* 


aw kk, a M_ 


From. 


Crabbed as verjuice, and as thunder loud: 
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From my ſubmiſſion grew perverſe and proud, 


Did what ſhe pless d, would no obedience 
_ own, 
And ridiculd the patience I had ſhewn: 
Fear'd no ſharp threat'nings, valued no diſgrace, 
But flung the wrongs ſhe done me in my face; 
Grew {tilt more head-ſtrong, turbulent and lewd, 
Filling wy manſion with a ſpurious brood. 
Thus brutal luſt her human reaſon drown'd, 
And her looſe tail oblig'd the country ound. 
Advice, reproof, tears, pray'rs, were flung 
away, 5 
For ſtil ſhe grew more wicked ev'ry day; 
Till by her equals ſgorn'd, my ſervants fed, 
The brutal rage of her adult'rous bed. 
Nay, in my abſence, truck!'d to my groom, 
And hugg'd the ſervile traitor in my room. 
When theſe ſtrange tidings thunder: ſtruck- my 
ear, 
And ſuch inhuman wrongs was ak appear, 
On thoſe juſt grounds for a divorce I ſu'd, 
At laſt the head-ftrong tyrant wife ſubdu'd, | 
Cancelbd the marciage-bond, and baltardiz'c 
ber brood. 
Woman! the worſt of all charch plagucs 
| farewel, 
Bad at the beft, but at the worlt a hell; 
"Thou truſs of wormwood, bitter teaſe of life, 
Thou miſery of human cares, a wife; : 
Thou apple-eating trait'reſs, who firſt began, 
The wrath of Heaven, and miſeries of man; 
And haſt with nevei- failing d1:) gence, | 
luiprov'd the cuiſe to human race e'er ſince. 
Fare wel 


* 


* 
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Farewel church juggle, that enſlav'd my life, 
But bleſs that pow'r that rid me of my wife: 0 
And now the laws once more have ſet me free, 
If woman can again prevail with me, p 
NW fleth and bones thall make my _— 

feaſt, 
And none ſhall be invited as my gueſt K 


T” attend my bride, but the Devil and al 
- Prieſt, 


COUNTRY LIFE. 


F Heaven the grateful liberty would give 
That I might chooſe my method how to hve ; 
And all thoſe hours propitious fate ſhould lend, 
In bliſsful eaſe and ſatisfaQtion ſpend. 
Near ſome fair town Fd have a private ſeat, 
Built uniform, not little or too great; 
Better if on a riſing ground it ſtood, 
Fields on this fide on that a neigh) ring wood; 
But ſhouid within no other thing contain, 
But what are uſeful, neceſſa ry, plain; 
Methinks it's nauſeous, and Pd ne'er endure 
The needleſs pomp of gaudy furniture 3 
A little garden pleaſing to the eye, 
And a cool rivulet rut. murm'ring by; 
Cn whoſe delicious banks, a ſtaiciv row 
Of Rately limes or ſycameres ſhould grow; 
At the end of which a ſilent ſtudy plac'd 
dhou'd wieh the nobleſt authors there be gracd ; 


, | Horace | 
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= Horace and Virgil, on whoſe mighty lines, Pd 
= Immortal wit and ſolid learning ſhines ; Nick 
= Sharp ſuvenal, and am'rous Ovid too, Vine 
Wo all the caarms of love's ſoft paſſion knew: 

He that with judgment reads his charming lines, Ven 

In which ſtrong art with ſtronger nature joins, hre 

Muſt grant his fancy doth the belt excel, but 
lis thoughts ſo tender and expreſs'd ſo well; , 

With all thoſe moderns, men of ſteady ſenſe, o, 

Eſt eem'd for learning and for-eloquence. Voes 

Ia ſome of theſe, as fancy ſhould advile, | J8 

I'd always take my morning exerciſe;  _ ef 

For ſute no minutes brings us more content, 

Than thoſe in uſeful pleaſing ſtudies ſpent. 0 
I'd have a clear and competent eſtate, Wa 
That I might live genteely, but not great. 1 
As much as I could moderately ſpend, la I 
A little more, ſometimes i' oblige a friend. IVb 
Nor thould the ſons of poverty, repine fa 
Too much at fortune, they ſhould taſte of mine; fut 
And all that objects of true pity were, Por 
Should be reliev'd with what my wants could ſpare, Th. 
For what our Maker has too largely giv'n, i Wane 
Should be return'd in gratitude to Heavens I'd 
A frugal plenty ſhould my table ſpread, 19 
With healthful, not luxurious diſhes fed: We 
E10uzh to ſatisfy, and ſomething more, Dif 
To feed the ſtranger and the neighb'ring poor. 61 
Strong meat indulges vice, and pamp'ring food Fre 
Creates diſeaſes, and inflagges the blood; Air 
But what's ſufficient to make nature ſtrong, Qu 
And the bright lamp of life eontinu> long ; dec 
I'd freely take, and as I did poſſeſs, | In 


The bounteous author of wy plenty bleſs. 1 
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I'd have a cellar cool and neat, 8 
With humming ale and virgin wine replete; 
Vine whets the wit, improves its native force, 
ind gives a pleaſant flavour to diſcourſe; 
y making all our ſpirits gebonairr, 
brows off the lees and ſediments of care. 
Pat as the greateſt bleſſing Heaven lends, 
lay be debauch'd, and ſerve ignoble ends; 
o, but too oft, the grape's refreſhing juice, 
Does many miſchievous effects produce; 
y houſe ſhould no ftich diforder know, 
s from high drinking conſequently flow; 
Por would 1 uſe what was fo kindly giv'n, 
o the diſhonour of indulgent Heaven. 
If any neighbour came, he ſhould be free, 
Led with reſpect, and not uneaſy be, 
la my retreat, or to himfelf or me. | 
Vhat freedom, prudence, and right reaſon gave, 
\ man without impunity receive, | 
>» ut the leaſt ſwerving from their rules too much, 
or what's forbidden us, is death to touch.“ 
are, rhat life might be more comfortable yet, 
ad all my joy refin'd, ſincere and great, \ 
I'd choſe two friends, wheſe company would be 
great advantage to mf felicity.: _ | . 
Well born, of humour ſuited to my own, 
Diſcteet, and men as well as books have known: 
Grave, gen'rous, witty, and exactly free 
From loofe behaviour or formalit / 
Airy and prudent, merry, but not light, 
Quick in diſcerning, and in judging right; 
cret they ſhould be, faithful to their truſt, 
In reas ning cool, ſtrong, temperate and Jul. 
Obliging, open, without huffing; brave; 
briſk in gay talking, and in ſober, Srave; * 
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» Cloſe in diſpute, but not tenacious; try'd 

By reaſon ſolid, and let that decide; ; 

Not prone to lutt, revenge, or envious hate, 

Nor buſy medlers wirh intrigues of ftate. 
Strangers to ſlander, and ſworn foes to ſpight, 
Not quartelſome, but ſtout enough to fight, 
Loyal and pious, friend to Cæ fr; true 

As dyiag martyrs, to their maker too. 

In their ſociety | could not miſs, 

A permanent, ſirſcere, ſubſtantial bliſs. 

Would bounteous Heaven once more indulge, I'd, if 

choeſe, 

(For who would ſo much ſatisfaQion loſe, 

As witty nymphs in converſation give) 

Near ſome obliging, modeſt fair to live; 
For there's that ſweetneſs in a female mind, 
Which in a man we cannot hope to find; 
That by a fecret, but a pow'rful art, 

Winds up the ſprings of life, and does impart, 
Freſh vital ſpirits to the tranſported heart. 

I'd have her reaſon all her paſſions ſway, 
Eaſy in company, in private gay; 

Coy to a fop, to the deferving free, 

Still conſtant to herſelf, and juſt to me. 

A ſoul ſhe ſhould have for great ous fit, 
Prudence and wiſdom to aired her wit 
Courage to look bold danger in the face, 
No fear, but only to be proud or baſe; . 
Quick to adviſe, by an emergency preſs'd, 
To give good counſel, or to take the beſt. 
I'd bave th exprefſian of her thoughts be ſuch, 
She might not ſeem reſerv'd, or talk too much; 
That ſhews a want of judgment, and of ſeule, ul 
More than enough is but ne E 
| | Her uu 


— 
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| Her conduct regular, her mirth refin'd 
Civil to ſtrangers, to her neighbours kind ; 
Averſe to vanity, revenge and pride, 
In all the methods of deceit untry'd ; 
do faithful to her friends, ſo good to all, 
No cenſure might upon her actions fall. 
Then would een envy be compell'd to ſay 
She goes the leaſt of womankind aſtray. 
To this fair creature I'd ſometimes retire, 
Her converſation would new. joys inſpire. 
Give life an edge ſo keen, no ſurly care, 
ould venture to aſſault my foul, or dare 
ear My retreat, to hide one ſecret ſnare. 
But fo divine, ſo noble a repaſt, 
d ſeldom and with moderation taſte, 
For high cordials all their virtue loſe, 
By a too frequent and too bold an uſe: 
and what would cheer the ſpirits in diſtreſs, 
Ruins our health when taken to exceſs, 
4 be concern'd in no litigious jars, 
| Welev'd by all, nor vainly popular; 
bat e'er aſliſtance I had power io bring, 
MP oblige my countr -, or ſerve my king, 
hen eer they call, Ig Lead afford, 
: ly rongue, my pen, my counſel, or my (ſword. 
a5 faith I'd ſhun, with as much ſtudious care, 
\s would dens where hungry lions are; 
- Pad rather put up injuries than be 
pla gue to bim who'd be a plague to me. 
value quiet at a price too great, 


a, J give for my revenge, ſo dear a rate; 
h; er what do we by all our buſtle gain, 
e, at counterfeit delight for real pain. 


Heaven a date of many years would give 
us I'd in pleaſure, eaſe and plenty Jive; 


\ 


Her | 
And 
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And as I near approach'd the verge of liſe, 

Some kind relation, for I'd have no wife, 

Should take upon him all my worldly care, 
While J did for a better ſtate prepare. 

Then I'd not be with any trouble vex'd, 
Nor have the evening of my day perplex'd, 

But by a ſilent and a peaceful death, 

Without a ſigh reſign my aged breath: 

And when committed to the duft, l'd have 


Few tears, but friendly, dropp'd into my grave; 
Then would «my exit fo propitious be, 
All men would wiſh to live and die like me. 
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EHOLD the woes of matrimonial life, 
And hear with rev'renee an experienc'd wife! 


And think, for once, ſa woman tells you true. 
In all thoſe trials 1 have borne 2 part, | 
was myſelf the ſcourge that caus'd the ſmart ; 
F For, ſince fifteen, in triumph have I led, : 
ive captive huſbands from the church to bed. 
Chriſt ſaw a wedding once, the ſcripture ſays, 
and faw but one, tis thought, in all his days; 
Whence ſome infer, whole conſcience is too nice; 
No pious Chriſtian ought to marry twice. _ 
| NC ue. 
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But let them read: and ſolve me if they can, 
The words: addrefſsd to the Samaritan : 
Five times in lawful wedlock ſhe was Lind 
And ſure the certain flint was neer duun'd. 
Eucreaſe and multiply, was Heaven's command, 
And thats a text I clearly underſtand- 
This too. gen their fires and mothers leave, 
* Andioth. carer wives for ever cleave.” 
More wives than one by Solomon were try'd, 
Or elſe the wiſeſt of mankind's bely'd. 
I've bad my ſelf full many a merry fit; 
And truſt in Heav'n I may have many yet. 
For when my tranſitory ſpouſe, unkind, 
Shall die, and Jeave his woful wife behiad, 
I'i] take the next goed chriſtian I can find. 
Paul, knowing one could never ferve our turn, 
Declar'd, *twas better far to wed than burn. 
There's danger! in aſſembling fire and tow ; 
I grant 'em that, and what it means you know, 
The ſame Apoſtle too has elſew here ow2'd, 
No precept for virginity he found: 
"Tis but a counſel and we women ſtill 
Take which we like, the counſel, or the will. 
envy not their bliſs, if he or ſhe 
Think fit to live in perfect chaſtity :; 
Pure let them be, ang free from taint of vice; 
I, for a few flight ſpots, am not ſo nice. | 
Fleav'n calls us diff rent ways, on theſe beſtows 
One proper gift, another grants to thoſe: 
Not ev *ry man's oblig*d to ſell his ftore, 
And give up all his ſubſtance to the poor s - 
Such as are perfect, may, I can't .deny, 
But, by your leave, divines, ſo am not l. 
Full many a faint, fince firit the world began, 
Liv'd an unſpoucd maid in ſpite of man; 


\ 


| 
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et ſuch, in God's name, with fine wheat be fed, 
And let us, honeſt wives, eat barley bread. 
| For me, I'll keep the poſt atlign'd by heavn, 
And uſe the copious talents it has giv'n; 
ang Let my good ſpouſe pay tribute do me right, 
"Wand keep an equal reck'ning every night 
His proper body is not his but mine + 
For ſo ſaid Paul, and Paul's a ſouſ ine. 
Know then, of thoſe five huſpande ! bave had, 
hree were jult tolerable, two were bad : 
The three were old, but fich and fond beſide, 
and toil'd moſt piteouſly to pleaſe their brides: 
ut ſince their wealth Che beſt they had) was mine, 


an, 


ave, 


he reſt, without much loſs, I could reſign, 
ure to be lov'd, I took no pains to pleaſe ;. 
et had more pleaſure far than they had eaſe. 
Preſents flow'd in apace: with ſhowers of gold 
hey made their court, like Jupiter of old. 
f but (mil'd, a ſadden youth they feund, 
Ind a new palſy ſeized them when I frown'd. 
Le ſov'reign wives! give ear and underſtand, 
Thus ſhall ye ſpeak and exercife command. 
for never was it given to mortal man, 
ſo lye ſo boldly as we women can. 
orſwear the fact, though ſeen with both his eyes, 
ind call your maids fo witneſs how he lies. 
ark! old Sir Paul, 'twas thus I us'd 10 fay, 
xs hence is our neighbour's wife ſo rich and gay? 
ſreated, careſs'd, wherc'er ſhe pleas'd to roam. — 
it in tatters, and immur'd at home. 
Thy to her houſe doſt thou ſo oft repair? 
In thou ſo am'rous, and is ſhe ſo fair? 
but ſee a couſin or a friend, 
gan, rd! how you ſwell, and rage like any fiend ? 
| | * But 


urn, 


. 
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But you reel home, a drunken beaſtly bear, 
"Then preach ill midnight, in your eaſy chair; 
Cry wives are falſe, and ev'ry woman evil, 

And give up all that's female to the Devil. 

If poor, you fay, the drains her huſband's purſe ; 
If rich, the keeps x prictt, or fo:nething worſe ; 
Tf highly born, intolerably vain, 

Vapours and pride by turns pofſeſs her brain, 
Now gayſy mad, now ſourly ſplenetic, 
Freakiſh when well, and fretful when jÞ e's ſick. 
It fair, then chaſte ſhe cannet long abide, 

By vrefling 1 vouth attack on ev'ry ſide: 

If foul. her wealth tbe luſty lover lures, 

Or elſe her wit tome fool-gallant procures, 
Ore'fſe ſhe dances with becoming grace, 

Or ſhape excuſes the defect of face, 

There ſwims no gooſe ſo gray but ſoon or late; 
She finds ſome honeſt gander for her mate. 

Horſes, thou fay'ſt, and aſſes men may try, 
And ring ſuſpected veſſels ere they buy * 

But WIVES, 4 random choice, untry 0 they take. 
They dream in courifhip, but in wedlock wake: 
Then, not till then, the veif's remov'd away, 

And all the woman glares i in open day. 

Lou tell me, to preſerve your wite's good grace, 
Your eye muft always languith | in my e 
Your tongue with conitant flat“ ies feed my ear, 
And tag each fentence with, wy life! my dear! 
If by (ttange chance, a modeſt bluſh be rais*!, 
Be ſure my fine complex ion muſt be prais'd. 

My garments always mult be new and gay, 
And teatts ſtill kept upon my wedding-day, 
Then mull my nurſe be pleay's, and fav'rite maid ſh, 


And eallels treats, and endle TY viſt's paid, e ho 
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To a long train of kindred, friends, allies; 

All this-thou ſay'ſt, and all thou ſay'ſt are lies. 

| On Jenkia too you caſt a ſquinting eye; 

What ! can your ?prentice raiſe your jealouſy ? 
Freih are his rudy cheeks, his forehead fair, 
5 and like the burnifrd gold, his curſing hair, 
Pat clear thy wrinkled brow, apd _ thy ſorrow. 
d ſcorn thy 'prentice hauld you die to- Morrow. 
Why a'etby cheſts all locked ? on what delign : ? 
Are not thy worldly goods and treaſures mine? 

. Sit, l'm no fool; nor thalt thou by St. John, 

Have goods and body to yourſelf alone. 

One you ſhall quit, in ſpite of both your eyes— 

| heed not, I, the bolts, the locks, the ſpies. 

If you had wit, you'd ſay, Go where you will; 
Dear ſpouſe I credit not the tales they tell: 
Take all the freedom of a married life; 

5 | know thee for a virtuous, faithful wite.' 

Lord when you hive enough what need you 

care 

How merrily ſoever others fare? 

ſho' all the day | give and take delight, 


© Doubt not, ſufficient will be left at night. 
Tis but a juſt and rational deſire. 
Froligot a taper at a neighbour's fire. 4 ; 
hs 2 here s danger too, you think in rich array, 
and none can long be modeſt that are gay. 
2 ne cat, if yau ac nge her tabby kin, y 
21 The chimney keeps, Abe” its content within. 
gut ONCE frown leck will from ner corner run, 
port with her tail, and wanton ia the ſun, 
dhe licks her fair round face, an friſks abroad, 
naid Te ſh-w her Fur, and to be caierwaw'd. 


Lo! thus, my friends, L wrought in my deſire, 
To Theſe three right ancient vencrable fires, 


. I told 
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I told them, Thus you ſay, and thus you do. 
I told them falſe, but Jenkin ſwore *rwas true. I T1 


I, like a dog, could bite as well as whine, Of 
: And fuſt complain'd, whene'er the guilt was mine JW. 
I rax'd them oft with wenching and amours, I. i 
When their weak legs ſcarce drags 24 them ou Bui 
2 of doors; G. 
And ſwore the ramblers that 1 took by night, N wi 
Were all to wy what damſels they bedight : i On, 
"That colour brought me many hours of mirth, I An 
For all this wit is giv'n us from our birth. „Let 
Heav'n gave no woman the peculiar grace, 
To ſpin, to weep, and cully human race: Th 
By this nice conduct, and this prudent courſe, I It 


By murm'ring, wheedling, ſtratagem and force. Fy 
J ſtill prevaild; and would be in the right, WI 


Or curtain lectures made a reſtleſs night, W 
If once my hufband's arm was o'er my ſide, He 
What! fo familiar with your ſpouſe ?” 1 cry BH UT 
J levied firſt a tax upon his need. 'Ya 
Thea let him— (was a nicety indeed ! h Bu 
Let all mankind this certain maxim bold, 
Marry who will, our ſex is to be told. WI 


With empty hands no tafſels can you Allure, 
„But fulſowe.Jove for gain we can,eadure: 
For gold we love the impotent and the old, IA ve 


And neave, and pant, and kiſs, and cling for 8010 ha 
Yet with embraces, curſes oft I mix'd, Proc 
Then kils'd again, and chid and raild betwixt : Tho 
Well, I may wake my will in peace, and die, Wan 

For not one word in man's arrears an 1. In ce 
To drop a dear diſpute I was unable, And 
Ev'n tho the pope bimſclf had tac at table; 


But when my point was gain'd, then thus I ſpoke 
Billy, my dear how PO you look ? 
„ Approac 
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« Approa: h, my ſpouſe, and t meckiſs thy cheek: _ 

e. Tonou thoul tit be always thus reſign'd and week's * 
Ol Job's great patience, ſince ſo oft? you preach, 

„Well ſhou'd you practiſe, who ſo well can teach. 

»Tis difficult ro do! ME allow, 

Bat l. wy deareſt, will inſtruct you how : 

Great is the bleſſing of a prudent wife, 


t, ' Who puts a period to domettic ſtrife. 
One of ns two muſt rule, and one obey, 
„ And ſince in man right reaion bears the'ſway, 
Let the frail thing, weak woman, have her 
wav, > 


The wives of all my family have ruPd 
e, beir tender hufbands, and their paſſions cool'd,. 
e. Wy, 'tis unmanly thus to ſigh and groan, 


; What! would you have me to yourſelf alone? 
' Why, take me love, take all and ev'ry part! 
5 Here's your revenge! you love it at your heart. 


YI; Would | vouchſafe to fell what nature gave, 
I You title think what cuſtam I couid have: | 
But ſee! I'm all your own—aay, hold for 
thame ! 
What means my dear,—indeed you are to 
e, | blame 
Thus with my firſt three lords I paſs'd my Boy 
d, WA very woman, and a very wife: | 
gold hat ſums from theſe old ſpouſes could raiſe, 
Procurd young huſbands in my riper days. | 
1xt: rho' paſt my bloom, yet not,decayed, was I 
e, 3 and wild, and chatter'd like a pye: 
In country dances ſtill I bore the bell, 
And fung as ſweet as evening Philomel ; 
le; o clear my quiril-pipe, and refreſh my ſoul, 
ſpokeWull oft I drain'd the ſpicy nut-brown bowl; 
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Rich luſcious wines that youthful blood improve, 
And warm the ſwelling veins to feats of love: 
For *tis as ſure, as cold engenders hail, 


A liq'rice mouth mult have a lech'rous tail ; 


Wine lets no lover unrewarded go, N 
As all true gameſters by experience know. 

But oh, good gods! whenc'er a thought I caſt 

On all the joys of youth and beauty patt, 

To find in pleaſures I have had my part, 

Still warns \mn&to the bottom of my heart. 
This Wicked world was once my dear delight; 
Now all my conqueſts, all my charms good night ! 
The flour conſum'd, the beſt that now l can 

Is Cen to ma ke my market of the bran. 

My fourth dear ſpouſe was not exceeding true, 
He kept, iwas thought, a private miſs or two , 
But all that ſcore I paid —as how ? you'll ny; 
Not with my body in a filthy way: 

But I ſo dreſt, and danced, and crank, and din'd, 
And view'd a triend, wuh eyes fo very kind, 

As flung his heart and. made his marrow tiy, 
With buroing rage and frantic jealouſy. 

His foul I hope enjoys eternal glory. 

For here on earth | was his Purgatory ; 

Oft, when his thoe the moſt ſeverely wiung, 
He put on careleſs airs, and fat and ſung. 


How fore ] gall him, only heaven could know, : 


And he that felt, and [-that caus'd the woe: 
He dy'd when Iaft from piigrimage [ came, 
With other goſſips from Jemſalew ; 

And now lies buried underneath a rod, 

Fair to be ſeen, and rear d of honeſt bod. 
A tomb indeed with fewer deen grac', 
1 han that Mapſolus“ pious widow plac'd, © 
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Or where enſhrin'd the great Darius lay; 
But colt on graves is merely thrown away. 
The port filled up, with turf we covered o'er, 
So bleſs the good man's ſoul, I ſay no more. 
Now tor my fifth loved lord, the laſt and bleſs'd, 
Kind Heaven afford him everlaſting reſt, # + 
Full hearty was his love, and I can fhew _ 
The tokens on my ribs, in black and blue; 
Yet wi-h a knack, my heart he could have won, 
While yet my ſmart wos ſhooting in the bone. 


Ho quaint an appetite in women reigns ! 


Free gifts we ſcorn, and love what coſts us pains : 
Let men avoid us, and on them we leap, 
Aud glutted markets make proviſion cheap. 

In pure good will 1 took this jovial ſpark, 
Ot Oxford he, a molt egregious clerk : 

He boarded with a widow in the town, 

A truſty goſſip, one dame Aliſon ; | 
Full well the ſecrets of my foul the knew, 
Better than e'er our partſh prieſt could do; 

to her 1 told whatever could befall, 

Had but my huſband piſsd againſt the wall, 

Or done a thing that might have coſt his life, 
dhe—and my niecE—and one more worthy wife 
Had known it all: what moſt he would conceal; 
Fo thele l made no fcruple to reveal. 
Oft bas he bluſh'd from ear to ear for ſhade, 
{hat. e'er he told a ſecret to his dame. 

It fo befel in holy time of Lent, 

That on a day | ro this goſſip went; 
(My huſband, thank my ſtars, was out of town), 
From houſe to houſe we rambled up and down; 
This clerk, myſclf, and my good neighbour Alle, 
Lo ſee, be ſeen, to tell, and gather tales; __.. 
JV > = 
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Viſits to ev'ry church we daily paid, © 
3 And niarch'd in ev'ry holy nfaſquerade ; J, 
The ſtations duly and the vigils kept : B 
; Not much we faſted, but ſcarce ever ſlept. A 
At ſermons too I ſhone in ſcarlet gay, A 
The waſting moth ne'er ſpoil'd my beſt arrays > A 
Ihe capfe was this, 1 wore it ev'ry day. \ A 
I 'was when freſh May her early bloſſoms yields, A 
This clerk and I were walking in the fields, 1 F 
We grew ſo intimate, I can't tell how, A 
I ' pawn'd my honour and engag'd my vow, B 

If &er 1 laid my huſband in his urn, I 
That he and only he, ſhonld ſerve my turn. | 
Wie ſtraight ſtruck hands, the bargain was agreed V 
I ſtill have ſhifts againſt a time of need: «\ A 
The mouſe that always truſts to ore poor hole, M 
Can never be a mouſe of any ſoul. Bu 
T vow'dt fcarce could ſleep fince firſt Ik new him, H 
And durſt be ſworn he had bewnch'd me to him; N 
It e'er | ſtept, I dream'd of him alone, 5 H 
And dreams foretel, as learn'd men have he wn 5 
All this I ſaid, but dreams, ſir, I had none: A 
] follow'd but my crafty crony's tore, As 
Who bid me tell this lie—and twenty more. Ai 
Thus day by day and month by month we paſt; H 
It pleas'd the Lord to take my ſpouſe at laſt: At 
tore my.gown, I fold my locks with dult, = Ti 
And beat my breaſt, as wretched widows —mult. Ot 
Hhefore my face my handkerchief I ſpreaa, Ar 
To hide the floods of tears | did—not ſhed. - W 
Tae good man's cofhn to the church was borne, Of 


Around the neighbours and my clerk, to mourn: 
But as he march'd good gods! he ſhew'd a pair 
Of legs and feet ſo clean, fo ſtrong, fo fair! 
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Of twenty winter's age he feem'd to be; 
J, to ſay truth, was twenty more than be, 
But vig'rous ſtill, a lively buxom dame, © .Þ 
And had a wond'reus gift to quenchta flame: 
A conj'rer once, that deeply could wine. 
Affur's me Mars in Taurus was my ſign ; 

As the ftars order'd, ſuch my life has been. 
Alas, alas, that ever love was ſin! | 
Fair Venus gave me fire and ſprightly grace, 
And Mars aſſurance and a dauntlefs face: 

By virtue of this pow'rful conſtellation, | 

I follow'd always my own inelination. 

But to my tale: a month ſca#e paſſed away, 
With dance and ſong, we kept the nuptial day.; 
All Lpoſſeſs'd I gave to his co and, 

My goods and chattels, money, houſes and land; 
But oft repented, and repent it ſtill, | 
He prov'd a rebel to my ſov'reiga will: 

Nay, once, by Heav'n, he ſtruck me on the face, 
Hear but the fact, and judge yourſelves the caie. 

Stubborn as any lioneſs was I, Fe HE: 
And knew full well to raiſe my voice on high: 
As true a rambler as | was before, - 

And would be fo in ſpite of all he ſwore, 
He, againſt this, right ſagely would advile, , 
And old examples ſet before your eyes: 
Tell how the. Roman matrons led their life, 
Of Gracchus's mother, and Duilius's wife; 
And cloſe ghe ſermon, as beſeem'd his wit, 
With ſome grave ſentence out of holy writ, Y 
Oft would be ſay, Who builds his houſe nan 
fands, | | | 
Pricks his blind horſe acroſs the fallow lands, 
Or lets his wife abroad with pilgriums4-room, 
Deſerves a foo!'s cap and long ears at home. 
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All this avaiPd not, for whoe'er he be 


That tells my faults, I hate him mortally : 


323 - 
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And fo do numbers more, I' boldly ſay, 
Men, women, clergy, regular and lay. 
My ſpouſe, who was, you know, to learning 
Red... „ | 
A certain treatiſe oft at evening read, 
Where divers authors whom the devil confound 
For all their lies were in one voluine bound : 


++ Valerius, whole, and of St. Jerome, part, 


Chryſippus and Fertullan, Ovid's Art, 

Solomon's proverbs, Eloita loves, | 

And many more than ſure the church approves ; 
More legends were there here of wicked wives, 
Than good in allthe bible and ſaints' lives. 

Who drew the lion vanqufih'd ? it was a man, 

But could We women write as ſcholars can, | 
Men ſhould fland mark'd with far more wickedneſs 

Than all the ſons of Adam could redreſs. 

Love ſ-ldom haunts the breaſt where learning lies, 

And Venus fets ere Mercury can riſe : | 

Thoſe play the ſcholars who can't play the men, 

And ule that weapon which they have, their pen; 

When old, and paſt the relith of delight, 

Then down they fit, and in their dotage write, 

That not one woman keeps her marriage vow 3 

This by the way, but to my purpoſe now. 

It chanc'd, my huſband in a wiater's night, 
Read in this book, aloud, with ſtrange delight, 
How the firſt female, as the ſcriptures ſhew, ,., 


Brought her firſt ſpouſe and all his race to woe: 


How Samplon fell, and he whom Dejanire. = 
Wrapp'd in th' envenom'd ſhirt, and ſet on fire: 
How curs'd Eurypbile her lord bettay'd, / ; 
And the dire ambuſh Clyremneſtra laid: = 
r . But 


— 


zur 


How Vany p—s-pots on the ſage ſhe threw, 


A Rain follows thunder,” that was all he ſaid; 
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But what moſt pleas'd him was the Cretan dame, 
An huſband bull oh monſtfous, fy for ſhame! 
Hie had my heart the whole detail of woe, 
Xantippe made her huſband undergo, 
How oft ſhe ſcolded in a day, he knew 


Who took it patiently, and wip'd his head; 


He read, how Arius to his friend complain d, 
A fatal tree was growing on his land, 
On which three wives ſucceſſively had twin'd, 
A ſliding nooſe, and waver'd in the wind. 


© Where grows this plant, reply'd the friend, oh 


1 where 2 


For better fruit did never, orchard bare: 
Give me ſowe flip of this moſt bliſsful tree, 


And in my garden planted it ſhall be.” 


I'nen how two wives their lords deſtruc ion 

prove, 

Thro' hatred one, and one thro? too mach love ; 

That for her huſband mix'd a pois' nous draught ; ; 
And this for luſt an am'rous phil er bought; 
Ibe nimble juice ſoon ſeizd his giddy head, 

Frantic at night, and in the morning dead. | 

How fone with ſwords their lleeping lords have | 

ſlain, 
Ayid ſome have hammer i nails into their brain, 


0 fume have drench'd them with a deaciy po- 
tion; | 


/ this he read, and read with great devotion: 


Long time ! heard, and ſwell'd and bluh! d, and 
trown'd, 

But when no end of theſe vils tales 1 found, 

When ftill he read, and laugh'd, and read a gan, 
Ang half the night was thus conſum'd in vaia; 
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Novak, 3 three large leaves I tore, 
„And with buffet feld him to the floor. 
Wich that my huſtand in a fury roſe, 

And down he ſettled me with hearty blows. 
5 groan'd 9 and lay extended on my fide ; 
me ſor my, wealth,” I d, 
Wee take my laſt embrace —.' 
foul! and ſtoop'd to kiſs my face: 


e wept, 
1 todk him ſuch a box as turn'd him blue, 
WE Then ſigh'd and cry'd, Adieu, my dear, adicu Þ 
4 But after mapy a hearty ſtruggle paſt, | 
1 condeſcended to be pleaſed at laſt, 
Soon as he ſaid; *my: miſtreſs and my wife, 
Do what you Ui the term of all your life: 
1 took to heart the merits of the cauſe, 
Aud ſtood content to rule by wholeſome laws: 
Receiv'd the reins of abſolute command, 
With all the government of houſe and land, 
And empire o'er his tongue and o'er his hand. 
As for the volume that revil'd the dames, | 
*I'was torn to fragments and condemned to flames. 
Now Heaven on all iny huſbands gone, beltow 
Pleaſures above for tortures felt-below ): | 
That reſt they wiſh'd for; grant them in the grave, 
And bleſs thoſe ſouls * 8 help'd to ſave. 
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